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Sunday, December 11th 2022 

Third Sunday in Advent, Year A 

Rev. Maggie Westaby  

 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever.  

Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

 

Shepherd’s Candle & Candle of Joy. 

 

God of Infinite Love, 

May all see the Advent Wreath as a symbol of your never-ending love. May the 

Wreath be a place to acknowledge the blessings you give to us; the blessings of 

hope, peace, joy, and love. And on this Third Sunday of Advent, we pray 

specifically for joy. Joy that comes when the desert blooms, and joy found even in 

the deserts of our lives. May your joy blossom inside all of us, and may creation 

rejoice in your Holy Name.   

Amen. 

 

Light One Candle To Watch For Messiah Verse 3. 

 



3 
 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess 

them to the one who is merciful and just. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

God of new beginnings, 

We confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from 

your paths and we forget about your peace. We hurt one another and 

creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of 

love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit, you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also, with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Abundant God, 

In the places of our lives, and in the places of the world that are dry and dusty, we 

ask that you pour out the power of your Spirit. May it be a soaking rain, 

permeating every inch of creation, so that your Word may blossom in our lives and 

in the world. Through Jesus Christ, our way in the wilderness. 

Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 

singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 

Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen 

the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful 

heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save 

you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 

sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 

desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 

water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 

rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean 

shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, 

shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the 

ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 

shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee away. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

READING: James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 

the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and 



6 
 

the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 

the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may 

not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering 

and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is 

anyone who takes no offense at me.”7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 

the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go 

out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one 

about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way before you.’11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no 

one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 

is greater than he.”The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON   
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Abundant God, 

You make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these offerings and cultivate them into our ministry. May our offerings 

guide us, and inspire us to share your mercy and love for all of creation.  

Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, 

In this meal you shared with us your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body 

and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 

fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this Holy Mystery. Guide us toward your 

promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

May God, our Creator blossom joy within you,  

May the Holy Spirit bloom peace in your midst,  

May Christ open up courage in your heart, 

And may the Three in One ☩ always lead you on God’s Holy Way 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Welcome to all!  The third Sunday of Advent focuses on joy. “Rejoice in the Lord always,” says 

the apostle Paul (Philippians 4:4). With gladness, we welcome you to worship. 
 

“Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear” (“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”). Your coming 

gives hope to this troubled world, and to my heart, O Lord. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome 

to sign our registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950;  

 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with 

us.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a 

local food pantry.  Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance. 

 

THANK YOU, FROM DUANE ASKEW AND FAMILY 

We are humbled by the amazing out pouring of love and support the entire congregation has shown 

us during this difficult time. As our family grieves the loss of Patsy, all the wonderful memories, 

laughter and joy she provided will bring us comfort and peace. We are truly blessed to know and 

love her.  
 

Thank you for every kind word, donations in her name and the support to our family during this 

time.  
 

God’s peace and grace, 

Duane Askew and Family 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PIE AUCTION SUCCESS! On November 20th, St. John held its annual pie auction. We sold 

25 delicious pies with plenty of generous bidders and lots of laughter and fun.  We are proud to 

announce that we raised $1,077.00!!  All of the money will be donated to two (2) deserving local 

charities. Half will go to Share Your Holidays and the other half to the Wausau Warming Center. 

Thank you to all of the bakers and buyers for a job well done. Generosity and kindness is alive 

and well at St. John. 
 

Monday, December 12th at 6:30 p.m. This service is prayerfully cultivated for those who have 

lost loved ones, for those who find the holidays to be a lonely time, and for those who would like 

to spend more time in prayer. This service will have candle lighting, music, prayers, and a 

sermon. All are welcome.  
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Tuesday, December 13th at 5:30 p.m. at 2510. Sisterhood Christmas Gathering.  Happy 

Hour starts at 5:30 p.m. and will be followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m.  Per tradition, the evening 

will end with a white elephant exchange.  Donations for the Women’s Community will also be 

collected.  Please sign up in the narthex to help us plan accordingly.  We look forward to seeing 

you there!  If you have any questions, contact Brooke Schindler or Kelly Rosenau. 

 

 

**Christmas Program & Fun Holiday Events!** 
Saturday, December 17th 9:30a.m.-10:30a.m. Christmas Program Dress-Rehearsal.  
 

Sunday, December 18th at 10:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas Program & Worship 

Service. Invite your friends and family to attend and enjoy this St. John tradition! All are 

welcome for fellowship after! Please have children arrive to church at 9:40am that day 

to get into costume. 
 

Thursday, December 22nd at 5:30 p.m. ‘The Star’ Pizza & Pajama Party. St. John members of 

all ages are welcome to attend this fun event! Come and watch the cartoon movie ‘The Star’ 

about the night Jesus was born. Enjoy pizza for dinner and make a star ornament! Wear your PJs 

and bring something comfy to snuggle with! Kids are welcome to bring friends if they’d like! 

Pizza at 5:30pm. Movie 6:30pm-8pm. 
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service 

or event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live 

streaming may occur.  If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the 

church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will typically be only on a 

wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s 

sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not want your child to be recognized on 

camera, please refrain from having them participate. 

Coming This Week @ St. John December 11 – December 18 

 

  Today  

 9:00 a.m. Worship  

 10:15 a.m. Sunday School – Christmas Program Practice 

  December 12 

 6:30 p.m. Blue Christmas Worship Service 

  December 13 

 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 

 1:00 p.m. Pr. Maggie @ Text Study 

 5:30 p.m.  Sisterhood Christmas Dinner 

  December 14 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation 

  December 17 

 9:30 a.m. Christmas Program Practice  

  December 18 

 10:00 a.m. Christmas Program Worship! Note 10:00 a.m. start time! 
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