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WELCOME

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, - one God, who makes all things new,
And whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

We confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. Our hearts have
turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be
reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

Thus says our God:

“The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.”

God’s grace and mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of - Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Abiding God,

As Christians we are called to bear witness to your love in the world. Come, Holy Spirit,
Heavenly Dove, open our ears, eyes, minds, and hearts. That through bearing witness we may
serve our neighbors and fulfill your will. In Christ we pray.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN
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READING: Isaiah 49:1-7

IListen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LorD called me
before | was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 2He made my mouth like a
sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver
he hid me away.

3And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom | will be glorified.” “But I said, “I
have labored in vain, | have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is
with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” ®>And now the LORD says, who formed me in the
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for
I am honored in the sight of the LorD, and my God has become my strength—°he says, “It is
too light a thing that you should be my servant

to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; 1 will give you as a light to
the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” "Thus says the LORD, the
Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand
up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy
One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 40:1-11

! waited patiently upon the LorD, who stooped to me and heard my cry.

2The Lorop lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a
high cliff, making my footing sure.

3The LorD put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many shall see, and stand
in awe, and put their trust in the LORD.

*Happy are they who trust in the LORD! They do not turn to enemies or to those

who follow lies.

°Great are the wonders you have done, O LorD my God! In your plans for us, none can be
compared with you! Oh, that | could make them known and tell them! But they are more than |
can count.

®Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and
sin-offering you have not required.

"And so I said, “Here I am; | come. In the scroll of the book it is written of me:

8] love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep within me.’”

°I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; I have not restrained my lips, O LORD, you
know.

191 have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; | have spoken of your faithfulness
and your deliverance; | have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great
assembly.

1Y ou are the LorD; do not withhold your compassion from me; may your steadfast love and
your truth continually keep me safe.



READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2To
the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.*l
give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in
Christ Jesus, °for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of
every kind—>?just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—'so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. °God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 1:29-42
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!*°This is he of whom I said, ‘ After me comes a man who ranks
ahead of me because he was before me.” 311 myself did not know him; but | came baptizing with
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 3>And John testified, “I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 31 myself did not know him, but
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” **And | myself have seen and have
testified that this is the Son of God.”
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%The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, *°and as he watched Jesus
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 3'The two disciples heard him say
this, and they followed Jesus. *®When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them,
“What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher),
“where are you staying?” **He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was
staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. “°One
of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 'He
first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is
translated Anointed). “?He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are
Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
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CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. Responding
to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God,

We give thanks for your generosity and we give thanks for the generosity of others. Bless these
gifts and may they be used in ways that cultivate generosity and love through our ministry.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMNS



Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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Text: North American traditional

Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional
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Come, Let Us Eat
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Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b, 1930, st. 4, a2 tr. Margaret D, Miller, b, 1927, sts, 1-3, alt.
Music; A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt.
Text sts. 1-3 and twne © Lutheran World Federation: text st 4 and music adapt. © 1972 Covdemporary Worship 4. admen. Augsburg Foetress,

Duphcation in any form prohibised without parmission or valid hicerse from copyright adminsstrator.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

We thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table.
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May God’s steadfast love and grace lead you,

May Christ secure your every step,

May the Spirit guide you on a path of peace,

And may the Three in One + unveil paths of righteousness at every turn. Amen.

SENDING SONG
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Welcome to all! “God is faithful; by him [we] were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:9, NRSV). Welcome to worship.

Wrap us in your warm love on this winter day, O God, as we gather to praise you and hear your Word.
Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our
registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fellowship help needed! There are a lot of open Sundays. If you are able, please sign up. Thank you!

Sunday January 29 at 1:00 p.m. Wisconsin River Valley Conference Annual Meeting St. Stephen in Wausau.
If you are interested in going, please let Pastor Maggie know.

February 12, 2023, Annual Meeting. After church in fellowship hall.

February 17-19, 2023 Youth Gathering. Hosted by Imago Dei Village. For all middle school and high school
youth. With engaging age-appropriate workshops, time in God's glorious creation, and gathered together in one
worshipping community for fellowship and fun, congregations from across the ECSW are invited to bring

their middle school and high school youth as we explore the theme, Journey with Jesus. If you or your student is
interested, please let Pastor Maggie know.

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you
will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you
prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a
camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize
congregants. Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not
want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John January 15 — January 22

Today
9:00 a.m. Worship

January 17
8:30 a.m. Quilting

9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting

January 18
6:30 p.m. Confirmation

January 22
9:00 a.m. Worship

10:15a.m.  Sunday School
4:00 p.m. Community Supper
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