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WELCOME

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, - one God, who makes all things new,
and whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins, for the Holy One delights in blessing those who seek to walk with God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

We have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken truth from our hearts with
love. We do not keep your word, and when we participate in gossip, our words and deeds
cause pain. Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in the goodness of
Christ and walk in the light of his love. Amen

Siblings in Christ, your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus * Christ, who chose love over
hatred and forgiveness over blame, rejoice and be glad, for God’s mercy is great; Jesus brings
healing, justice, and peace.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God,

Your blessings are abundant, and your wisdom exceeds our grasp. Fill us with your Spirit as we
hear your word this day, that we may be justice seekers and peacemakers, sharing your life
among those who are forgotten, weak, or persecuted, and revealing to all your glory.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN



Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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READING: Micah 6:1-8
!Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the LORD has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
°0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
6<“With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
"Will the LorD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall 1 give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 15

!Lorp, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?

2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their
heart;

Sthey do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit
upon a neighbor.

*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LorD. They have
sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.
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READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. *°For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2*For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, Zbut we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 2*but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. ?°For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to
nothing things that are, ?°so that no one might boast in the presence of God. *He is the source
of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 3!in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL.: Matthew 5:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.



When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
>Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
%“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled.
"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8«Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
%“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10«Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. ?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
We Are Called (ELW 720), (unfortunately this song and the lyrics are not available to
download)

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. Responding
to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God,

We give thanks for your generosity and we give thanks for the generosity of others. Bless these
gifts and may they be used in ways that cultivate generosity and love through our ministry.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let
us pray as Jesus taught us.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMNS



For the Bread Which You Have Broken
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Text: Louis F. Benson, 18551930, alt.
Music: OMNI DIE, Gross Catoliscli Gesangbuch, Niiberg, 1631: arr. William Smith Rockstro, 1823-1895
Text © Robert F. Jefterys Jr.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid hicense from copyright administrator.



For the Fruit of All Creation
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

We thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table.
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine brightly on your path,

May the Spirit guide you along the paths of justice and peace,

May God, our Creator, Healer, and Giver of Life bless and keep you always.

In the name of the Father -+ Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING SONG

11



The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD. attr. Thomas Haweis, 17341820
Text @ 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All nghts reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.

Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Welcome to all! We gather in Jesus’ name to answer God’s call: “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with [our] God” (Micah 6:8). Welcome.

“Life, with its rules, its obligations, and its freedoms, is like a sonnet: “You’re given the form, but you have to

write the sonnet yourself.””

—Anna Quindlen, “An Appreciation,” in A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.
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To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our
registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fellowship help needed! There are a lot of open Sundays. If you are able, please sign up. Thank you!

Sunday January 29 at 1:00 p.m. Wisconsin River Valley Conference Annual Meeting St. Stephen in Wausau.
If you are interested in going, please let Pastor Maggie know.

St. John’s Newsletter. February’s Newsletter will be the last Newsletter mailed out, starting in March you can
pick up a physical copy of the Newsletter in the Narthex or you can look access it digitally online.

February 12, 2023, Bible’s for Youth. All 3" graders will receive Bibles during the service as well as older
youth who have joined and not yet received a Bible from St. John.

February 12, 2023, Annual Meeting. After church in fellowship hall. Elections at Annual Meeting.
Currently up for election are the following: Vice President, Trustee, Secretary, Education, and Fellowship. If
you are interested, please contact Barb Paulsen at 715-845-9884.

February 20, 2023 Pastor Maggie’s Book Club at 6:30 p.m. This month, we will be discussing Inspired:
Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans

Lenten Dinners. Ash Wednesday is right around the corner and will be on February 22, 2023. A sign-up sheet
is available in the Narthex if you are willing and wanting to prepare and serve a Lenten Dinner. Our hope is to
have enough volunteers for all of the Lent Services, however if nobody signs up, no dinner will be available that
night. Thank you in advance for all of you willing to volunteer!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you
will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you
prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a
camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize
congregants. Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not
want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate.
Coming This Week @ St. John January 29 — February 5
Today
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Sunday School
1:00 p.m. WI River Valley Conference Meeting @ St. Stephen
January 31
8:30 a.m. Quilting
9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting

February 1
6:30 p.m. Confirmation

February 2
9:30 - 11:30 Pr. Maggie @ First Call Zoom Meeting

February 5
9:00a.m.  Worship
10:15a.m.  Sunday School
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