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Sunday, February 5th 2023 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, Year A 

Reverend Maggie Westaby  

 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new,  

and whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us boldly confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

We confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not 

practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of the 

world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 

In the name of Jesus ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. God grants us genuine repentance through 

the grace and the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, 

Cultivate us to be salt of the earth and light in this world. Through the mysterious workings of 

the Holy Spirit may we be invigorated, sustained, and renewed. May your Word fill our hearts, 

and guide us in acts of kindness, light, and love. In Christ we pray. 

Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN 
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WORD 

 

PSALM 112 (Psalms for Praying)  

Praise be to You, O Gracious One! Blessed are those who reverence the Holy One, who delight 

in our Creator! 

For they dwell with God and their children will learn of peace and justice.  

Abundance and wholeness will be their heritage, and truth will be their banner. 

Light penetrates the darkness for those who face their fears; Love stands by them with 

mercy and forgiveness.  

It goes well for those who are loving and kind, who live their days with justice and integrity.  

They become co-creators with the Divine One; they bless the world with their presence. 

In times of trouble, they know not fear; their hearts are firm, trusting in your Loving 

Companion Presence.  

Yes, their hearts are steady, they are not afraid, even their enemies are blessed by their 

love.  

They are generous and give freely; the needy are offered shelter and food; justice and mercy 

make their home there; and the righteousness endures forever. 

The unloving are witness to this; who knows when the Seed will find a fertile heart? The 

fruits of those who know Love are a blessing to all! 

 

READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 

you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 

and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My 

speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom 

but on the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 

rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 

which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood 

this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

  nor the human heart conceived, 

 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 

the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 

that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now 

we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 

understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 13And we speak of these things in words not taught 

by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 

spiritual. 

 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness 

to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those 
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who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 

 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord 

  so as to instruct him?” 

But we have the mind of Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said:13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 

one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever 

breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) (unfortunately this song and the lyrics are not available to 

download) 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. Responding 

to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Good and Gracious God, 

We give thanks for the generosity of those who are able to give. Bless these gifts and our 

ministry. May our offerings become a light, unveiling your love throughout the world.  

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, 

We thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

In the busyness of life may you find space. 

In the worries of life may you find peace. 

In the beauty of life may you find joy. 

In the sorrows of life may you find comfort. 

And in life itself may you be filled with God’s love, grace, and hope.   

In the name of our Creator ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Welcome to all!  Welcome to worship as Jesus continues to reveal himself during Epiphany. May you sense 

anew your Savior’s deep love for you and all the world. 
 

You promise to guide us continually, Lord, and to meet all our needs. May we be your garden, our thirst 

quenched by your living water. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950  
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fellowship help needed! There are a lot of open Sundays. If you are able, please sign up. Thank you! 
 

St. John’s Newsletter. February’s Newsletter will be the last Newsletter mailed out, starting in March you can 

pick up a physical copy of the Newsletter in the Narthex or you can look access it digitally online.  
 

February 12, 2023, Bible’s for Youth. All 3rd graders will receive Bibles during the service as well as older 

youth who have joined and not yet received a Bible from St. John.   
 

February 12, 2023, Annual Meeting. After church in fellowship hall. Elections at Annual Meeting. 

Currently up for election are the following: Vice President, Trustee, Secretary, Education, and Fellowship.  
 

February 20, 2023 Pastor Maggie’s Book Club at 6:30 p.m. This month, we will be discussing Inspired: 

Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans. 
 

LENTEN DINNERS Exciting news!! We have cooks for every one of our Lenten Dinners! Thanks so much to 

the volunteers who are willing to cook and serve a great meal.  We are still in need of people to bring salads, 

desserts and milk. Also need folks to help with clean up.  It's a pretty simple job, since we use paper products.  

The dinners will be served from 5-6 pm. with worship service at 6:30. Our meals were put on hold during covid 

and we're so excited to bring them back!  Please join us for food and fellowship during this season of Lent. The 

sign-up chart is in the narthex with the dates of the meals, beginning on Ash Wednesday.   
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you 

will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you 

prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a 

camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize 

congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not 

want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate. 

 

 

 

Coming This Week @ St. John February 5 – February 12 

  Today  

        9:00 a.m.        Worship 

      10:15 a.m.        Sunday School 

          February 7 

 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 
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  February 8 

        6:30 p.m.  Confirmation  

  February 12 

 9:00 a.m. Worship 

        10:00 a.m. Annual Meeting 

        10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

        

 

 


