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WELCOME

Blessed be the Holy Trinity = one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us
with the gift of grace.
Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

We come to worship God as the Lenten season begins, aware of our frailty and our failings.
We come seeking God’s mercy, acknowledging our mortality.

Having received the waters of baptism, we are now marked with ashes.

The treasures of this earth do not last; our treasure is in heaven, our heart’s true home.
Amen.

God desires truth in our inward being, receiving us as we are, broken and flawed. Seeking
God’s mercy, let us confess our sins before God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal God,

We have broken our relationship with you, in ways too numerous to count. We hold onto
earthly treasures and desires. We sin against our neighbors and we quarrel with one
another. Forgive us, we pray, for we are broken in spirit. Keep us always in your presence
so that we may be restored to the joy of your salvation. In Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen
God’s beloved, hear the good news. God breathed life into dust, creating the breath of life. God
created you, and breathed breath into your lungs. God is continually creating all things new and

pouring out forgiveness; in the name of Jesus + Christ your sins are forgiven.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN



Restore in Us, O God
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved, Used by permission,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

WILL YOU MEET US? By Jan Richardson

Will you meet us in the ashes,

will you meet us in the ache

and show your face within our sorrow
and offer us your word of grace:

that you are life within the dying,

that you abide within the dust,

that you are what survives the burning,
that you arise to make us new.

And in our aching, you are breathing;
and in our weeping, you are here

within the hands that bear your blessing,
enfolding us within your love. Amen.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Return to the LoRD, your God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love. (Joel 2:13)

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
L“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have
no reward from your Father in heaven.

2¢So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. *But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, “so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. ®But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16«And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their
reward. ’But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 8so that your fasting
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; 2°but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. ?For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.”
The Gospel of The Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY



Bless Now, O God, the Journey
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BLESSING THE DUST By Jan Richardson

All those days you felt like dust, like dirt,
as if all you had to do was turn your face toward the wind
and be scattered to the four corners

or swept away by the smallest breath as insubstantial—
did you not know what the Holy One can do with dust?

This is the day we freely say we are scorched.
This is the hour we are marked
by what has made it through the burning.

This is the moment we ask for the blessing
that lives within the ancient ashes,
that makes its home inside the soil of this sacred earth.

So let us be marked not for sorrow.
And let us be marked not for shame.
Let us be marked not for false humility
or for thinking we are less than we are

but for claiming what God can do

within the dust, within the dirt

within the stuff of which the world is made
and the stars that blaze in our bones

and the galaxies that spiral

inside the smudge we bear. Amen.

IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

All are welcome to come forward and receive the ashes. They are a reminder of the
fleetingness of life, and our own mortality. As we open the deepest corners of our hearts
before God, we see God's grace, forgiveness, and love in the shape of the cross of ashes.
Harkening back to the cross we receive at baptism, when we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever. Knowing without a doubt, that we are forgiven.
Forgiveness birthed from the Divine Mystery of Christ’s crucifixion. When God’s love, grace,
and mercy saturated every molecule of creation, providing a space for all to be embraced in
God's love for eternity.

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust. Return to God with all your heart.
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OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God,

Our treasures come only from you. It is only through your goodness, that we have received so
much. We came into this life with nothing, and we leave the same way. Guide us, and inspire
us, to share ourselves and the resources we have. May these offerings be used for the goodness
of your creation.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMNS



All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
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Here Is Bread (483) | am sorry, but these lyrics are not available to download.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

At your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your
promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May God, the giver of love, provide you with strength.

May Christ, the resurrection and the life, provide you with hope.
May the Holy Spirit, the source of rebirth, provide you with renewal.

And may the Three In *+ One, bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
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I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.
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