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Sunday, February 19th 2023 

Transfiguration of Our Lord, Year A 

Reverend Maggie Westaby  

 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who makes all things new,  

and whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Glorious God, 

You are a lamp to our feet, yet we fail to follow your guidance and we fail to listen to you. 

Forgive us, heal us, and lead us. That we may walk in your ways and be happy in your 

refuge. In Christ we pray. Amen. 

Hear the good news. In the name of Jesus ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of majesty and might, 

You have blessed us with the revelation of your glory. In the transfiguration of your Son, you 

were there. Your voice emerged from the bright cloud declaring Jesus as your beloved. Give us 

the gift of faith, that we too may hear your voice and see Christ revealed to us. Guide us, inspire 

us, and love us. So that we can live out faithful lives, until that great day dawns and the morning 

star rises in our hearts.  

Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN 
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READING: Exodus 24:12-18 
12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you 

the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 

instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain 

of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron 

and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of 

the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 

called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 

devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered 

the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 

nights. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 99 (Meditation Translation) 

Awaken! Trust your hearts to God; let all the earth give thanks! 

Even God’s unseen Presence is great throughout the cosmos. Let all be silent and guided 

only by God’s Voice! 

May all breathe God’s awesome name, Yahweh. May God’s Word be heard in all the land.  

May all of creation one day live in peace, with God’s justice, love, and righteousness 

governing all nations.  

Many who have gone before, have followed the ways of God.  

Moses, Aaron, and Samuel are among those who followed and surrendered to God.  

When God spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud, they walked with confidence, and they were 

guided through difficult times.  

God answered their prayers, forgave their wrongdoings, and invited them into newness of 

life.  

Proclaim the greatness of God, and aspire to ascend the sacred mountain. For God is Holy and 

the Giver of Life.  



5 
 

Amen.  

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 

themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 

with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make 

three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still 

speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is 

my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard 

this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, 

saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus 

himself alone. 

 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision 

until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. Responding 

to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of mountaintops and valleys, 

We give thanks for these faithful gifts. Bless these offerings, and may they be transfigured into 

your presence in the world. Allowing our mission to brilliantly shine forth in ways that invite 

life and love. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



8 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, 

We thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

May the Creator of the mountains bring you courage, 

May the light of Christ shine hope into your heart, 

May the blowing of the Spirt bring you joyful adventure, 

And may the Three in One ☩ infuse brilliance into each day,  

Transfiguring your mind, body, and spirit. Amen 

 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Welcome to all!  Welcome to worship as we celebrate the Transfiguration and catch a glimpse of Jesus’ divine 

glory. 
 

God, you said to your disciples, “This is my Son, the Beloved; … listen to him!” (Matthew 17:5, NRSV). Help 

us always listen to Jesus too. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fellowship help needed! There are a lot of open Sundays. If you are able, please sign up. Thank you! 
 

St. John’s Newsletter. February’s Newsletter will be the last Newsletter mailed out, starting in March you can 

pick up a physical copy of the Newsletter in the Narthex or you can look access it digitally online.  
 

February 20, 2023 Pastor Maggie’s Book Club at 6:30 p.m. This month, we will be discussing Inspired: 

Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans. 
 

February 26, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. Cemetery Association Meeting. 
 

LENTEN DINNERS Exciting news!! We have cooks for every one of our Lenten Dinners! Thanks so much to 

the volunteers who are willing to cook and serve a great meal.  We are still in need of people to bring salads, 

desserts and milk. Also need folks to help with clean up.  It's a pretty simple job, since we use paper products.  

The dinners will be served from 5-6 pm. with worship service at 6:30. Our meals were put on hold during covid 

and we're so excited to bring them back!  Please join us for food and fellowship during this season of Lent. The 

sign-up chart is in the narthex with the dates of the meals, beginning on Ash Wednesday.   
 

New Pictorial Directory. Say cheese! We are excited to announce a new church directory will be coming soon 

and hope to see all your beautiful smiling faces in the directory! There are 3 days you can schedule a session to 

have pictures taken. The dates are April 10th, 11th, and 12th from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the church 

parish hall. You are welcome to bring pet/s to be photographed with you. We hope all will schedule a no sales 

pressure session.  Photo examples and a pricing brochure are in the narthex. You can schedule your picture 

taking session, using the QR code located on the sign in the narthex, or through the link on the home page of 

our church website www.stjohnwausau.org For those who do not have electronic means to schedule a session or 

for anyone who may have questions please contact Jan Mueller. For those who are unable to have pictures taken 

at the dates and times listed above, you may submit a photo for the directory. There is a $15 charge to submit 

your photo, please contact Jan Mueller for more information. Smile! 
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you 

will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you 

prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a 

camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize 

http://www.stjohnwausau.org/
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congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not 

want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate. 

 

 

Coming This Week @ St. John February 19 – February 26 

  Today  

        9:00 a.m.        Worship 

          February 20 

        Church office closed in observation of President’s Day 

         Noon       Newsletter Articles due 

         6:30 p.m.      Pr. Maggie’s Book Club 

         February 21 

 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 

  February 22 

         5:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner 

 6:30 p.m.  Ash Wednesday Service 

  February 26 

 9:00 a.m. Worship 

         10:15 a.m. Sunday School  

   

       

  

 

 


