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Wednesday, March 1st 2023 

Vespers Lenten Service 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 
 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 

with the gift of grace.  

Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Behold, unveiled the vesper skies: the evening has begun. 

Let prayer and praise like incense rise as sets the golden sun. 

How blest are you, all loving God, who weaves both day and night. 

A starry mantle for our road, the shadow and the light.  

Stay with us, Christ, our rest prepare as labor ebbs with night. 

And holy dreams woven with prayer till dawns the splendid light.  

 

PRAYER 

O God, rich in mercy, full of kindness, out of your great love, you raise us up from sin and 

death and make us alive together with Christ. Write your word upon our hearts and restore in us 

the image of your love that, by your Spirit, our way of life may become the way of Christ, 

through whom we pray. 

Amen.  

 

OPENING HYMN 
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BLESSING IN THE TURNING By Jan Richardson 

May you know  

the slow mystery  

in which mourning  

becomes a dance, 

turning you toward  

the gladness  

that wants to meet you  

in your grief. 
 

May comfort  

come to enfold you,  

not to take away  

all sorrow  

but to infuse it 

with tenderness,  

with rest,  

with every grace  

it has. 
 

May you give yourself  

to the rhythms  

of joy,  

even when your steps  

are stumbling, 

even when you are  

most fragile  

and faltering.  
 

May you know  

the dancing that comes  

in the dying,  

moving you in time with  

the heart that  

has held you  

always,  

even when you  

could not hear  

its beating,  

even when you  

could not bear  

its love.  
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READING: Exodus 16:1a-5  

16 The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim and came to the wilderness of 

Sin. 2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of God in the land of 

Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and ate our fill of bread, for you have brought us out 

into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 4 Then God said to Moses, “I am 

going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather 

enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or 

not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 

gather on other days.”  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, 

Our treasures come only from you. It is only through your goodness, that we have received so 

much. We came into this life with nothing, and we leave the same way. Guide us, and inspire 

us, to share ourselves and the resources we have. May these offerings be used for the goodness 

of your creation.  

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May God, the giver of love, provide you with strength. 

May Christ, the resurrection and the life, provide you with hope. 

May the Holy Spirit, the source of rebirth, provide you with renewal. 

And may the Three In ☩ One, bless you in this Lenten journey. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
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