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Wednesday, March 8th 2023 

Vespers Lenten Service 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 
 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 

with the gift of grace.  

Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Behold, unveiled the vesper skies: the evening has begun. 

Let prayer and praise like incense rise as sets the golden sun. 

How blest are you, all loving God, who weaves both day and night. 

A starry mantle for our road, the shadow and the light.  

Stay with us, Christ, our rest prepare as labor ebbs with night. 

And holy dreams woven with prayer till dawns the splendid light.  

 

PRAYER 

Loving God, 

As winter days grow longer, drawing short the hours of night, may your presence be our 

comfort, and may Christ become our light. As we journey through this season, pilgrims through 

a thirsty land, quench us with your living presence, and guide us with your loving hand.  

Amen.  

 

OPENING HYMN 
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A Blessing for This Beautiful, Limited Day 

(From Bless the Lent We Actually Have) 
 

Blessed are we who see the impossibility 

of solving today.  

It can’t be done.  
 

God, there are lists on lists  

and errands on errands  

and a taste, like tin in our mouths, 

of the unfinishedness—the imperfectability— 

of our lives.  
 

Are we counting items instead 

of knowing what counts?  
 

God, help us live here,  

seeing the whole truth of what is. 
 

Blessed are we who walk toward  

the discomfort,  
 

bringing what gifts we have, 

and our sufferings too,  

whether of illness or loss,  

grief or betrayal,  

confusion or powerlessness. 
 

Blessed are we who scoot up close  

so we can whisper our loves, our fears, 

all that feels too heavy to carry alone,  

and all that we wish we could 

hold onto for longer. 

Show us what we love.  

Show us what we never want to lose.  

And show us what we no longer need 

here in this beautiful, limited day, 

as we place our trust and hope in you.  

 

Amen 
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READING: Exodus 17:1-7  

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 

The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why 

do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water, and 

the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 

and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for 

this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the 

people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike 

the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight 

of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled 

and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  



6 
 
 

 

 
 



7 
 
 

 

PRAYER 

God of the Universe, 

We give thanks that your promises are true, and that you are faithful. May we find joy through 

giving and delight in our offering. Prepare our hearts to give freely and cheerfully. Breathe life 

into the seeds we sow, allowing them to grow into well-watered, fruitful trees of life. Bless us 

and keep us, make your face shine upon us. Turn your face towards us and give us peace. 

Through Jesus Christ we pray.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, 

Our treasures come only from you. It is only through your goodness, that we have received so 

much. We came into this life with nothing, and we leave the same way. Guide us, and inspire 

us, to share ourselves and the resources we have. May these offerings be used for the goodness 

of your creation.  

Amen. 
 

 



8 
 
 

 

 



9 
 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May the Creator of rocks bring you courage, 

May Christ spring forth a river of hope in your midst, 

May the Spirit bless you and keep you, providing you with peace, 

And may the Living Water of God ☩ sustain you on this Lenten journey. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
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