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Wednesday, March 15th 2023 

Vespers Lenten Service 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 
 

 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace.  

Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Behold, unveiled the vesper skies: the evening has begun. 

Let prayer and praise like incense rise as sets the golden sun. 

How blest are you, all loving God, who weaves both day and night. 

A starry mantle for our road, the shadow and the light.  

Stay with us, Christ, our rest prepare as labor ebbs with night. 

And holy dreams woven with prayer till dawns the splendid light.  

 

PRAYER 

Loving God, 

As winter days grow longer, drawing short the hours of night, may your presence 

be our comfort, and may Christ become our light. As we journey through this 

season, pilgrims through a thirsty land, quench us with your living presence, and 

guide us with your loving hand.  

Amen.  

 

OPENING HYMN 
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A Blessing for When It’s Too Much To Handle  

(From Bless the Lent We Actually Have) 
 

God, our bodies remember the sleepless  

nights and cold sweats and unrelenting stress. 

Show us how to process all that we suffer. 
 

“How frail is humanity!  

How short is life, How full of trouble!” 

—Job 14:1, NLT 
 

Blessed are we, when we decide 

to make room for all of it,  

the fear and the gratitude, 

the complexity and the suffering. 
 

Blessed are we who pour out to you 

the whole of it— 

unedited, all the terrible truths 

and fears and what-ifs. 
 

The gratitude for those beautiful hearts 

in action who came willingly,  

into the strange and awkward space  

that is my need. 
 

Blessed are we, learning as humans together  

that pain is inevitable, 

nurses are wonderful, hospitals are loud,  

people are brave, 

and we grow and we hurt and we heal, 

and then we will do it all over again. 

Because this beautiful paradox 

is what it means to be human. 

Amen.  
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JEREMIAH 18:1-11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from God: 2 “Come, go down to the potter’s 

house, and there I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s 

house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay 

was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed 

good to him. 5 Then the word of God came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O house 

of Israel, just as this potter has done? Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are 

you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 At one moment I may declare concerning a 

nation or a kingdom that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 but if that 

nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind 

about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. 9 And at another moment I may 

declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 but if it 

does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about 

the good that I had intended to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the people of 

Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says God: Look, I am a potter 

shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you, 

from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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PRAYER 

God of the Universe, 

We give thanks that your promises are true, and that you are faithful. May we find 

joy through giving and delight in our offering. Prepare our hearts to give freely and 

cheerfully. Breathe life into the seeds we sow, allowing them to grow into well-

watered, fruitful trees of life. Bless us and keep us, make your face shine upon us. 

Turn your face towards us and give us peace. Through Jesus Christ we pray.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, 

Our treasures come only from you. It is only through your goodness, that we have 

received so much. We came into this life with nothing, and we leave the same way. 

Guide us, and inspire us, to share ourselves and the resources we have. May these 

offerings be used for the goodness of your creation.  

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May God, the giver of love, provide you with strength. 

May Christ, the resurrection and the life, provide you with hope. 

May the Holy Spirit, the source of rebirth, provide you with renewal. 

And may the Three In ☩ One, bless you in this Lenten journey. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
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