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Wednesday, March 29th 2023 

Vespers Lenten Service 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 
 

 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 

with the gift of grace.  

Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Behold, unveiled the vesper skies: the evening has begun. 

Let prayer and praise like incense rise as sets the golden sun. 

How blest are you, all loving God, who weaves both day and night. 

A starry mantle for our road, the shadow and the light.  

Stay with us, Christ, our rest prepare as labor ebbs with night. 

And holy dreams woven with prayer till dawns the splendid light.  

 

PRAYER 

Loving God, 

As the springtime days grow longer, drawing short the hours of night, may your presence be our 

comfort, and may Christ become our light. As we journey through this season, pilgrims through 

a thirsty land, quench us with your living presence, and guide us with your loving hand.  

Amen.  

 

OPENING HYMN 
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Jacob’s Blessing (by Jan Richardson) 

Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.  

   —Genesis 32:24 

If this blessing were easy, 

anyone could claim it.  

As it is, 

I am here to tell you  

that it will take some work. 
 

This is the blessing 

that visits you 

in the struggling, 

in the wrestling, 

in the striving. 
 

This is the blessing 

that comes 

after you have left 

everything behind, 

after you have stepped out, 

after you have crossed  

into the realm 

beyond every landmark 

you have known. 
 

This is the blessing  

that takes all night 

to find. 
 

It’s not that this blessing 

is so difficult,  

as if it were not filled 

with grace 

or with the love 

that lives  

in every line. 
 

It’s simply that  

it requires you 

to want it, 

to ask for it, 

to place yourself 

in its path. 
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It demands that you 

stand to meet it 

when it arrives,  

that you stretch yourself 

in ways you didn’t know 

you could move, 

that you agree 

to not give up. 
 

So when this blessing comes, 

borne in the hands 

of the difficult angel 

who has chosen you, 

do not let go. 

Give yourself  

into its grip.   

It will wound you, 

but I tell you 

there will come a day 

when what felt to you 

like limping 
 

was something more 

like dancing 

as you moved into  

the cadence  

of your new 

and blessed name.  
 

Amen.   

 

Genesis 32:22-32 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had.  Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 

When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and 

Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day 

is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, 

“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called 

Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” Then 

Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 

And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
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face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of 

his hip. Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that is on the hip socket, 

because he struck Jacob on the hip socket at the thigh muscle. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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PRAYER 

God of the Universe, 

We give thanks that your promises are true, and that you are faithful. May we find joy through 

giving and delight in our offering. Prepare our hearts to give freely and cheerfully. Breathe life 

into the seeds we sow, allowing them to grow into well-watered, fruitful trees of life. Bless us 

and keep us, make your face shine upon us. Turn your face towards us and give us peace. 

Through Jesus Christ we pray.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, 

Our treasures come only from you. It is only through your goodness, that we have received so 

much. We came into this life with nothing, and we leave the same way. Guide us, and inspire 

us, to share ourselves and the resources we have. May these offerings be used for the goodness 

of your creation.  

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May God wrap you in love each night, providing you peace and rest, 

And while you sleep may God weave strength & courage into every breath. 

May you meet the morning with resilient vigor, ready for come what may,  

And may the light of Christ fill your heart with joy every single day.  

May the Spirit shine on you with favor, love, and never-ending grace 

And may the Three In ☩ One, bless you on this Lenten journey, 

And in every single place.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
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