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Fifth Sunday in Lent, Year A
Reverend Maggie Westaby

WELCOME

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, & One God, who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

O mortal, can these bones live?

Only our Creator knows.

O people, place your hope in Christ.

With God there is steadfast love and great power to redeem.

Let us bring our confession to God, so that what is hidden in us, may become
visible. So that the shadows of our hearts may be illumined by God’s grace.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal God,

You call us to trust in you completely, but we do not. We are timid and fearful
as we follow your lead. We justify our actions and words. We struggle to
understand the new life Christ offers, preferring bad habits too risky to
change. Forgive us, we pray. Bring your life-giving grace into our bones,
weave our sinews with Christ’s strength, and fill us with the breath of the
Holy Spirit, that we may embody your love and share your goodness with all
of creation. Amen.

O dry bones, hear the Word of God! Jesus Christ dwells in you and the Spirit of
God showers you with grace and mercy. God, who raised Christ from the dead,
will also give life to your mortal bodies. This is the good news of the gospel: In
Jesus Christ -+ all your sins are forgiven.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God,

You are resurrection and life. As we worship you this day, show us who we are:
bearers of good news and messengers of your love. Breathe upon us the power of
your Spirit, inspire us, guide us, and comfort us. In Christ we pray.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN



This Is My Father’s World
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READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and
you shall know that I am the Lord.”

So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. | looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when | open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. | will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 130

Out of the depths I cry to you!

O God, hear me! May you be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

If you should number the times we stray from you, who could face you?

Yet you are ever-ready to forgive that we might be healed.

| wait for you, my soul waits; in your word is my hope.

My soul waits for God more than those who keep watch for the morning.
Wait for God, for with God there is steadfast love; with God you will know mercy
and love in abundance.

For God will forgive all your sins and is your redeemer. Amen.
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GOSPEL.: John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

!Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.” ®Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, %after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are
you going there again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this
world. °But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in
them.” Y After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but
I am going there to awaken him.” ?The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” *3Jesus, however, had been speaking about his
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. **Then Jesus told
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. **For your sake | am glad I was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” **Thomas, who was called the Twin, said
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

"\When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. ®Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, **and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 2When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. 2!Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
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have died. 22But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” ?®Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ?*Martha said to him, I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” ®Jesus said to her,
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, %and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” ?’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the
Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

2\When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2 And when she heard it,
she got up quickly and went to him. ¥*Now Jesus had not yet come to the village,
but was still at the place where Martha had met him. *The Jews who were with her
in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed
her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 3*When
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” **When Jesus saw
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus began to weep. **So the Jews said, “See
how he loved him!” 3’ But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

%8Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. 3¥Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been
dead four days.” **Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?” #!So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. **I knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” *When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” *The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind
him, and let him go.”

“Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did, believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY
Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW 773) I’m sorry, but lyrics are unavailable
for this song...

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
of creation. Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Without the breath of God, we are dry bones, and without the Word of God we are
dust. With gratitude, let us offer our lives to the Creator of all life.

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God,

Receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your Word. We thank you for raising us up and joining us together
as your people, flesh and bone in the body of Christ. As you have delivered us
from death, use our lives to proclaim the good news of new life in Christ. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength and life, in even the driest valleys.



COMMUNION HYMNS

For the Bread Which You Have Broken
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Just As I Am, without One Plea
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

At your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and care for the world with your love in our hearts.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the Creator wake your flesh with life anew,

May Christ weave strength and courage into your bones,

May the Holy Spirit breathe joy in your presence,

May the Three In One deliver you from dryness and parched places,

And may the Holy God + Triune saturate you with hope, renewal, and peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Welcome to all! Where we tend to see hopelessness in the world, O God, give us vision to see
what you are doing — and to join your life-giving work. Welcome to worship.

“To experience genuine human love, to be part of a community of love is to experience the
presence of God." —John J. McNeill

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome
to sign our registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with
us.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a
local food pantry. Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Annual Easter Egg Hunt: St. John’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on
Sunday, April 2" following worship! All children are welcome! We will
gather for Fellowship, read the Easter story, make a craft, and end with a
candy-filled Easter Egg Hunt!

Pastor Maggie’s Book Club. Monday, March 27 at 6:30 p.m. We will be discussing If God Is
Love, Don’t Be A Jerk: Finding A Faith That Makes Us Better Humans by John Pavlovitz.

Thank You! The family of Pat Poeske would like to thank everyone who helped and was a part
of Pat Poeske’s Celebration of Life. Thank you for your continued prayers and support.

Adult Study! Are you interested in learning more about Lutheranism and the roots of our faith?
Are you wanting to discuss how faith and life intersect in our day to day lives? If so, please let
Pastor Maggie know.

New Pictorial Directory. Say cheese! We are excited to announce a new church directory will
be coming soon and hope to see all your beautiful smiling faces in the directory! There are 3
days you can schedule a session to have pictures taken. The dates are April 10th, 11", and 12th
from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the church parish hall. You are welcome to bring pet/s to be
photographed with you. We hope all will schedule a no sales pressure session. Photo examples
and a pricing brochure are in the narthex. You can schedule your picture taking session, using the
QR code located on the sign in the narthex, or through the link on the home page of our church
website www.stjohnwausau.org For those who do not have electronic means to schedule a
session or for anyone who may have questions please contact Jan Mueller
dmjm5455.wau@gmail.com. For those who are unable to have pictures taken at the dates and
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times listed above, you may submit a photo for the directory. There is a $15 charge to submit
your photo, please contact Jan Mueller for more information. Smile!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service
or event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live
streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the
church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will typically be only on a
wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s
sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on
camera, please refrain from having them participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John March 26 — April 2
Today
9:00 a.m. Worship
March 27
6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club
March 28
8:30 a.m. Quilting
9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting
March 29
5:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner
6:30 p.m. Lenten Service
April 1
10:00 a.m.  First Communion Class
April 2
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15a.m.  Sunday School
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