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Sunday, April 9th 2023 

Easter Sunday, Year A 

Reverend Maggie Westaby  
 

PROCESSION OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE   

Please stand as you are able for the procession of the Paschal Candle and sing our opening 

hymn: 
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WELCOME 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as part of 

God’s new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 
 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the 

dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 
 

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and 

creatures. 
 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism and the outpouring of the Spirit of your new 

creation. 
 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
 

We ask this through Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, 

By the resurrection of Jesus Christ, you broke the power of death and opened the way to eternal 

life. Through the power of the Holy Spirit roll away the stone, and reveal to us the Word of life. 

That we may be nurtured in your Word and step forth into the life you envision for us. In Jesus 

Christ, the resurrection and the life, we pray.  

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 

all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 

appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 

the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your 

life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL:    Matthew 28:1-10 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 

Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and 

became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 

see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 

dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my 

message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 

his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

God has given us life in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In gratitude, let us offer our hearts and 

the fruit of our labor to God’s service.  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God,  

Receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your will. May our ministry bring blessings to the world that you so love. In 

Christ we pray.  

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



9 
 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Taste and see that God is good. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious God, 

In you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have 

nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world. In Jesus Christ 

we pray. 

Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

May the joy of Easter morning spring fourth from your very heart, 

May God’s grace and love intertwine with your spirit and never depart.  

May the triumph of Easter morning bring you courage each and every day, 

May the Spirit infuse you with resilience when hard things come your way. 

May the glory of Easter morning shine on you with favor & give you peace, 

And may Jesus’ victory over death bring you hope, and may it never cease.  

In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Welcome to all! Christ is risen! Alleluia! Welcome, one and all, as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection — and ours. 
 

Jesus, you meet me today and every day, as you met Mary outside the empty tomb. Call my name, so I will know 

for sure that it’s you. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pastor Maggie’s Book Club. Monday, April 17th at 6:30 p.m. We will be discussing Forgiving What You 

Can’t Forget by Lysa Terkeurst. 
 

Adult Study! Are you interested in learning more about Lutheranism and the roots of our faith? Are you 

wanting to discuss how faith and life intersect in our day to day lives? If so, please let Pastor Maggie know. 
 

New Pictorial Directory. Say cheese! We are excited to announce a new church directory will be coming soon 

and hope to see all your beautiful smiling faces in the directory! There are 3 days you can schedule a session to 

have pictures taken. The dates are April 10th, 11th, and 12th from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the church 

parish hall. You are welcome to bring pet/s to be photographed with you. We hope all will schedule a no sales 

pressure session.  Photo examples and a pricing brochure are in the narthex. You can schedule your picture 

taking session, using the QR code located on the sign in the narthex, or through the link on the home page of 

our church website www.stjohnwausau.org For those who do not have electronic means to schedule a session or 

for anyone who may have questions please contact Jan Mueller at dmjm5455.wau@gmail.com. For those who 

are unable to have pictures taken at the dates and times listed above, you may submit a photo for the directory. 

There is a $15 charge to submit your photo, please contact Jan Mueller for more information. Smile! 
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you 

will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you 

prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a 

camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize 

congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not 

want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate. 

 

Coming This Week @ St. John April 9 – April 16 

*PLEASE NOTE, PICTURES FOR OUR PICTORIAL DIRECTORY ARE TAKING PLACE THIS 

WEEK (Monday – Wednesday)* 

  Today  

        8:00 a.m.        Worship 

        9:00 a.m.        Breakfast 

      10:30 a.m.        Worship 

http://www.stjohnwausau.org/
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           April 11 

         8:30 a.m.       Quilting 

 9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 

         6:30 p.m. Council 

  April 16 

         9:00 a.m.       Worship 

       10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

 

 

 

 


