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Sunday, May 28th 2023 

Day of Pentecost, Year A 

Reverend Maggie Westaby  
 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose 

speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come to Jesus, you who are thirsty. 

Alleluia! 

Drink deeply of the Holy Spirit. 

Alleluia! 

Let your heart overflow with the living water that renews all creation. 

Alleluia! Thanks be to God.  

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

God not only asks us to repent, but also assures us of forgiveness. Therefore, cast all your 

anxiety on God, because God cares for you eternally. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Creator God, 

We confess that we have failed to trust your bountiful goodness. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, you brought forth the earth and its creatures in abundance. Yet, we hoard 

resources and refuse to share your gifts. We disregard your compassion by judging others. 

Forgive us. By the power of your Spirit renew our hearts and free us from sins that we 

may enjoy the fullness of your blessing upon all creation. Amen.   

Siblings in Christ, God offers forgiveness, in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, all your sins are 

forgiven. Receive God’s grace and be restored to abundant life.   

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God,  

Like a rushing wind your Spirit moved upon the first disciples on the day of Pentecost, and like 

a purifying fire your Spirit seared their hearts and minds with the message of salvation. Send 

your Spirit upon your church in this time and place, stir up our courage, that we may proclaim 

to the world your love and grace, in Jesus Christ we pray.   

Amen. 

 

READING: Acts 2:1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 

heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they 

asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 

our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—

in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed 

and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, 

“They are filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in 

the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 

How manifold are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of 

your creatures. 

Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, living things 

both small and great. 

There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.  

You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die 

and return to their dust. 

You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of the earth. 

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; O LORD, rejoice in all your works.  

You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke. 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being. 

May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the LORD. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. Hallelujah!  

 

READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but 

the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To 

one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 

the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 

individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

God has prepared a table before us and our cup overflows. Let us give from ourselves as a way 

of praising God and living out God’s ministry.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God,  

We have opened our hands to you, and our hands have been filled with good things. Receive the 

gifts we bring in gratitude as you care for us. Help us to bless you and serve you through our 

lives, and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

 
COMMUNION HYMNS CONTINUED 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious God, 

In you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have 

nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May the breath of the Holy Spirit breathe peace into your soul, 

May the breath of the Holy Spirit breathe rest into your sleep, 

May the breath of the Holy Spirit breathe rejuvenation in your life, 

And in every breath, may you find love from the Holy God ☩ Triune, 

Who blesses you and keeps you safe.   

Amen  

 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Welcome to all! Today, Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the Holy Spirit’s establishment of the church — the 

body of Christ that still embraces and empowers all. Welcome! 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, today and always, Lord God. Energize and equip us to live out your love in the 

world. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950  
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tuesday, June 6, starting at 5:30 p.m. will be St. John late spring cleaning. You are welcome to join when 

you can.   
 

Monday, June 12, at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club. We will be discussing Little Fires Everywhere 

by Celeste Ng. 
 

Wednesday, June 14, at 6:30 p.m. Worship Service. If you are craving a Wednesday night worship service, 

because you will be out of town on Sunday, come to this worship service. Pastor Maggie and the Church 

Council are seeing if there is an interest for a mid-week, summer evening service. Please note, this service will 

not be recorded.  
 

Thursday, June 22, at 8:00 a.m. Marathon County Sheriff's Office will be hosting a free event on keeping 

worship spaces safe. There is a flyer in the narthex for more information, or you can talk to Pastor Maggie if 

you are interested. It will be at Mount Olive Lutheran Church from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

June 25 – June 29 St. John Vacation Bible School. This year's "STELLAR: Shine Jesus' Light" VBS will be 

'Out of this world!'  Sunday, June 25th through Thursday, June 29th.  5:30pm - 8pm with dinner served each 

night from 5:30-6pm.  Come join the fun!  Register your kids and their friends online 

https://stjohnwausau.org/education/vbs/ 
 

VBS food donations needed. If you can help donate food for VBS, please sign up on the board in the Narthex. 

Thank you to all who are able to donate! 
 

Thank you from Peggy Oravez. Peggy would like to thank everyone for the kind cards and prayers. She looks 

forward to coming back to church and seeing all of you once she is out of rehab.  
 

Exciting news! Pictures that were taken for the new church directory are here and can be picked up in the 

fellowship hall.  Pictures are located on the table and in the box. We are also excited to have our new directories 

soon, stay tuned. 
 

St. John Parking Lot. During the May council meeting, a discussion was had about St. John's Parking lot, as 

the asphalt needs to be replaced.  There are many cracks, crevasses, and areas where the base layer is no longer 

good and as time goes on would only grow worse.  The area to be replaced starts at the corner of the building 

https://stjohnwausau.org/education/vbs/
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going out to the road. A meeting will be held at a later date for the congregation to discuss options. A 

discussion is noted in the meeting minutes for May, please contact a council member if you have concerns.  
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you 

will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you 

prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a 

camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize 

congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not 

want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming This Week @ St. John May 28 – June 4 

  Today  

        9:00 a.m.        Worship 

         May 29 

       All Day        Church Office Closed for Memorial Day   

         May 30 

 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

         9:00 a.m.  Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 

  June 4 

 9:00 a.m. Worship & Confirmation Affirmation   

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 


