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Sunday, May 21st 2023 

Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year A 

Reverend Maggie Westaby  
 

 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose 

speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

 

God not only asks us to repent, but also assures us of forgiveness. Therefore, cast all your 

anxiety on God, because God cares for you eternally. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving God, 

We do not always bring honor and glory to your name. We are rebellious and weak; we 

flee before your goodness. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us by the grace and mercy of 

Christ, that we may rise up again in peace to love and serve your world. Amen.   

Siblings in Christ, the Spirit of God is resting on you, to restore, support, and strengthen you. In 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ all of your sins are forgiven. Be at peace with the One who loves 

you.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Loving God,  

You call us to be one with you, as you are one with Christ. As his perfect love casts out our 

fear, and changes it to love, unite us by your Spirit of peace, that we may be one with you, as 

you are one with Christ.  

Amen. 

 

READING: Acts 1:6-14 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 

that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 

where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 

James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 

including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 

Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 

revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, 

which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in 

due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep 

alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 

devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the 

world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 

restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 

the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 

authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is 

eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, 

glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world 

existed. 

 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 

yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that 

everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to 

them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 

believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 

but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but 

they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
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… 

 

People of St. John, do you promise to support Hunter and pray for him in his new life in Christ?  

 

Response: We do. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors and parents. 

… 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors, parents, and assembly. 

People of St. John, do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

… 
 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. Let us 

welcome the newly baptized. 

 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming 

word to all the world. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

God has prepared a table before us and our cup overflows. Let us give from ourselves as a way 

of praising God and living out God’s ministry.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God,  

Everything that is given to us rains forth out of the abundance of your love, even Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Bless these gifts and our lives together that all we are, and all we offer, give glory to 

you; in Christ we pray. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

 
COMMUNION HYMNS CONTINUED 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious God, 

In you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have 

nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May the peace of God be in your heart, 

May the grace of God be in your words, 

May the love of God be in your hands, 

And may the joy of God be in your soul, and in the song that your life sings. 

In the name of the Creator, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen  
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Welcome to all! Welcome to worship! In John 17, Jesus prays that his Father will protect and unify his 

followers. In confidence that God binds us together as Christ’s family, let us join in worship. 
 

As you, Jesus, sent your disciples out as witnesses to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and beyond (Acts 1:8), send us 

as witnesses in our neighborhood, city, region and beyond. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BINGO Gathering Today!  Let's play BINGO!  The kids of St. John would like to invite EVERYONE to play 

BINGO with them in the Fellowship Hall for their last day of Sunday School this year!  This will be a fun 

multi-generational event.  BINGO will be called from 10:15am-11am. 
 

Wednesday, May 24, at 6:30 p.m. Roots of Our Faith Adult Study. This will be our first session and we will 

discuss chapters 1 & 2. Books are available to pick up from Pastor Maggie. If you did not get a book and are 

interested in joining the study, please talk to Pastor Maggie.  
 

Tuesday, June 6, starting at 5:30 p.m. will be St. John late spring cleaning. You are welcome to join when 

you can.   
 

Monday, June 12, at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club. We will be discussing Little Fires Everywhere 

by Celeste Ng. 
 

Wednesday, June 14, at 6:30 p.m. Worship Service. If you are craving a Wednesday night worship service, 

because you will be out of town on Sunday, come to this worship service. Pastor Maggie and the Church 

Council are seeing if there is a need for a mid-week, summer evening service. Please note, this service will not 

be recorded.  
 

Thursday, June 22, at 8:00 a.m. Marathon County Sheriff's Office will be hosting a free event on keeping 

worship spaces safe. There is a flyer in the narthex for more information, or you can talk to Pastor Maggie if 

you are interested. It will be at Mount Olive Lutheran Church from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

Thank you from Peggy Oravez. Peggy would like to thank everyone for the kind cards and prayers. She looks 

forward to coming back to church and seeing all of you once she is out of rehab.  
 

Exciting news! Pictures that were taken for the new church directory are here and can be picked up in the 

fellowship hall.  Pictures are located on the table and in the box. We are also excited to have our new directories 

soon, stay tuned. 
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you 

will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you 

prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a 
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camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize 

congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not 

want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming This Week @ St. John May 21 – May 28 

  Today  

        9:00 a.m.        Worship & Hunter Zernicke Baptism 

      10:15 a.m.        BINGO! All are welcome. 

         May 22 

       12:00 p.m.       Newsletter Articles due to Church Office    

         May 23 

 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

         9:00 a.m.  Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 

  May 24 

         6:30 p.m. Roots of Our Faith Adult Study 

  May 28 

 9:00 a.m. Worship  

        

 

 

 

 

         

 

                 

 


