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Sunday, June 18th 2023 

Third Sunday after Pentecost, Year A 

Reverend Maggie Westaby  
 

WELCOME  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ One God, who greets us in every season, whose word never 

fails, whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God,  

We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the courage 

to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your 

mercy.  

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the 

gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Abiding God,  

As Jesus sent out his disciples, equip us to do the same. Fill our hearts with compassion, 

kindness, and peace. Encourage us to be vulnerable, ready to go and share the good news we 

have received through Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

READING: Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in 

the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he 

ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I 

find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your 

feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they 

said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make 

ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the 

herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare 

it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he 

stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

 9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10Then one 

said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And 

Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 

advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed 

to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have 

pleasure?” 13The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 

child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return 

to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not 

laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 1The LORD dealt with Sarah as he 

had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had promised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a 

son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac 

to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 

days old, as God had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac 

was born to him. 6Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will 

laugh with me.” 7And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 

children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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READING: Romans 5:1-8 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast 

in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely 

will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 

actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 

died for us. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:1-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 

to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the names of the 

twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 

Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 

collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, 

the one who betrayed him. 

 5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
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Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give 

without payment. 9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or 

two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you 

enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet 

it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace 

return to you. 14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 

your feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 

 16“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and 

innocent as doves. 17Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in 

their synagogues; 18and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 

testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand you over, do not worry about how you 

are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that 

time; 20for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21Brother 

will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and 

have them put to death; 22and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who 

endures to the end will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for 

truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 

comes.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

We Are Called (ELW 720), unfortunately lyrics are not available for this hymn.  

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

God, the divine giver, gifts us with life and breath and all that is. In gratitude, let us offer our 

gifts in return for the goodness and grace of God in Christ.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

You are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply 

your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Taste and see God’s love. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

 
COMMUNION HYMNS CONTINUED 
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Here Is Bread (ELW 483) unfortunately lyrics are not available for this hymn. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Generous God, 

We thank you for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest 

treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May God the Creator prepare your journey, 

May Christ guide your footsteps, 

May the Holy Spirit strengthen your body, 

And may the Holy ☩ Trinity bless your path with peace.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Share the harvest.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.  
 

Welcome to all! A blessed third Sunday after Pentecost to all, and Happy Father’s Day to dads and father-

figures. Welcome to worship. 
 

Loving God, I pray today for all fathers and father-figures enjoying this day, and for anyone finding this a tough 

day. May everyone know you as the good and gracious Father of us all.  
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950  
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance. 
 

2024 YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT GATHERING IN NEW ORLEANS 
 

July 16-20, 2024, National Youth Gathering! Registration for this event will take place Sept. 15–Nov. 1, 

2023. This is for all youth that will be in 8th to 12th grade at the time of registration (fall 2023). Please let Pastor 

Maggie know if you are interested so we can start planning and fundraising.  
 

July 16-20, 2024, National Young Adult Youth Gathering! Due to the cancellation of the 2022 ELCA Youth 

Gathering, this gathering will be open to individuals who will be 18-35 at the time of the event! Registration for 

this event will take place Sept. 15–Nov. 1, 2023.  Please let Pastor Maggie know if you are interested.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Monday, June 19, at 6:30 p.m. Roots of Our Faith Second Study Session. We will be discussing chapters 3 

& 4.  
 

Thursday, June 22, at 8:00 a.m. Marathon County Sheriff's Office will be hosting a free event on keeping 

worship spaces safe. There is a flyer in the narthex for more information, or you can talk to Pastor Maggie if 

you are interested. It will be at Mount Olive Lutheran Church from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

June 25 – June 29 St. John Vacation Bible School. This year's "STELLAR: Shine Jesus' Light" VBS will be 

'Out of this world!'  Sunday, June 25th through Thursday, June 29th.  5:30pm - 8pm with dinner served each 

night from 5:30-6pm.  Come join the fun!  Register your kids and their friends online 

https://stjohnwausau.org/education/vbs/ 
 

Monday, July 31 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will be discussing Peace Like A River by Leif 

Enger. 
 

Exciting news! Pictures that were taken for the new church directory are here and can be picked up in the 

fellowship hall.  Pictures are located on the table and in the box. We are also excited to have our new directories 

soon, stay tuned. 
 

St. John Parking Lot. During the May council meeting, a discussion was had about St. John's Parking lot, as 

the asphalt needs to be replaced.  There are many cracks, crevasses, and areas where the base layer is no longer 

good and as time goes on would only grow worse.  The area to be replaced starts at the corner of the building 

going out to the road.  

https://stjohnwausau.org/education/vbs/
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A meeting will be held at a later date for the congregation to discuss options.  

A discussion is noted in the meeting minutes for May, please contact a council member if you have concerns.  
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you 

will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you 

prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a 

camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize 

congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not 

want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate. 

 

 

 

 

Coming This Week @ St. John June 18 – June 25 

  Today  

        9:00 a.m.        Worship 

         June 19 

        6:30 p.m.        Roots Of Our Faith Second Session Study 

         June 20 

         9:00 a.m.  Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 

           June 25 

 9:00 a.m. Worship 

         5:30 p.m. VBS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


