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WELCOME

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, = One God, who greets us in every season, whose word never
fails, whose promise is sure.
Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Let us trust the love of God and confess our sin, that we might receive grace and find true
freedom.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

We have allowed sin and brokenness to permeate in our lives and our relationships. We
are consumed with our own schedules and desires that we forget the path only you
provide. Rejuvenate our bodies and minds so we may become instruments of your peace
and love.

God provides for our weakness. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Hear the good news:
in Jesus F Christ you are forgiven.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN



O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Loving God,

You direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world.
Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

READING: Genesis 22:1-14

!God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” ?He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” 3So Abraham rose early
in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac;
he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God
had shown him. “On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. °Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and | will go over there;
we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” ®Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of
them walked on together. “Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am,
my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt

offering?” 8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So
the two of them walked on together.

SWhen they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid
the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. °Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. !But the angel of
the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here 1
am.”*?[The angel] said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”*3And
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 1*So Abraham called that place
“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be
provided.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 13

How long, O LorD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?
How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day? How
long shall my enemy triumph over me?

Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; give light to my eyes, lest | sleep in death;
lest my enemy say, “I have defeated you,” and my foes rejoice that | have fallen.

But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart is joyful because of your saving help.

I will sing to the LoRD, who has dealt with me richly.
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READING: Romans 6:12-23
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. *No
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God
as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as
instruments of righteousness. **For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under
law but under grace.

>What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which
leads to righteousness? 1’But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have
become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 8and that
you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. *°I am speaking in
human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, So now present your members as slaves
to righteousness for sanctification.

20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. ?!So what advantage
did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is
death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get
is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 22For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL.: Matthew 10:40-42

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] **“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. *'Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; *?and whoever gives even a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY



How Great Thou Art
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CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Christ knows every breath we take: each one is a gift from the Spirit. God watches over,
protects, and provides for us. Let us present our offerings of thanksgiving for the goodness of
the Triune God.



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worslip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permussion o valid license from copyright administeator,

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God,

Receive these and all of our offerings as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your mission. May all creation be joined together as one in your love. In Christ

we pray.
Amen.




GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

0 . .
|~ A | | I | I | I | | I ]
&>, Jlier | 4 1) [ J o |
| e — e | | |
J =
Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
0 |
" Ar—— | I — | ——— |
I =P 8 [ B E—— S
[N 1 | L | 1 | | | 1 77 | .
J ' r o & !
hcav’n and carth arc full of your glo-ry. Ho-san - na in the high - cst.
ma— o e et
 (anNa P i ) — — ] —— |
. - I | 7 r | ] | 77 I 1 I I I 1
7 F
Bless - ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
0 .
1 = ] I | I | I ] I I il |
S e E— e |
A [ 7 —— A I — — i
) ' r o 4 I
san -na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see God’s love.

COMMUNION HYMNS
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COMMUNION HYMNS CONTINUED
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All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
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Lift High the Cross
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God,

We thank you for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest
treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the peace of God reign in this place,
May the love of Christ forever hold you tight,
May the Holy Spirit flow through your life,

And may the joy of the Holy + Trinity uphold you day and night.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
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Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Welcome to all! As our nation prepares to celebrate its independence, we praise God for the freedom to gather
for worship. Welcome to all.

Whether my prayer today is “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?” or “My heart shall rejoice in your
salvation” (Psalm 13:1, 5, NRSV), you hear me, God. Thank you.

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our
registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.

2024 YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT GATHERING IN NEW ORLEANS

July 16-20, 2024, National Youth Gathering! Registration for this event will take place Sept. 15-Nov. 1,
2023. This is for all youth that will be in 81" to 12th grade at the time of registration (fall 2023). Please let Pastor
Maggie know if you are interested so we can start planning and fundraising.

July 16-20, 2024, National Young Adult Youth Gathering! Due to the cancellation of the 2022 ELCA Youth
Gathering, this gathering will be open to individuals who will be 18-35 at the time of the event! Registration for
this event will take place Sept. 15-Nov. 1, 2023. Please let Pastor Maggie know if you are interested.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday, July 31 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will be discussing Peace Like A River by Leif
Enger.

Exciting news! Pictures that were taken for the new church directory are here and can be picked up in the
fellowship hall. Pictures are located on the table and in the box. We are also excited to have our new directories
soon, stay tuned.

St. John Parking Lot. During the May council meeting, a discussion was had about St. John's Parking lot, as
the asphalt needs to be replaced. There are many cracks, crevasses, and areas where the base layer is no longer
good and as time goes on would only grow worse. The area to be replaced starts at the corner of the building
going out to the road.

A meeting will be held at a later date for the congregation to discuss options.

A discussion is noted in the meeting minutes for May, please contact a council member if you have concerns.

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you
will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you
prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a
camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize
congregants. Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not
want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate.
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Coming This Week @ St. John July 2— July 9

Today
9:00 a.m. Worship

July 9
9:00a.m.  Worship
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