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Sunday, August 13" 2023
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, Year A
Reverend Maggie Westaby

WELCOME

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, = One God, who greets us in every season, whose word never
fails, whose promise is sure.
Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Let us bring our confession to God, so that what is hidden in us, may become visible. So that
the shadows of our hearts may be illumined by God’s grace.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal God,

We confess to you our faults and failings. Too often, we put other things above you and
turn away from your path. Forgive us and guide us back into your presence, that we may
experience your love and peace, and share them with your world. Amen.

God is our refuge and will not abandon us. In Jesus Christ  all your sins are forgiven.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN



Moming Has Broken

spo - ken  like the first bird.
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I Mom-ing has bro - ken  like the first morn - ing:  black-bird has
2 Sweet the rain’s new  fall,  sun-lit from heav - en, like the first
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing, born of the
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Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
w-fall on the first grass. Praise for the sweet-ness of the wet
one light E-den saw play! Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev-'ry
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morn - ing! Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
gar - den, sprung in com-plete - ness where God's feet pass.
morn - ing, God's re -cre -a - tion of the new day!
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Text: Ekeanor Fapeon, 1881-1965

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaclic tune; arr. hymmal version
Text © Miss E Fargeon Will Trusl, by permissson of David Higham Assocaltes,
Arr, © 2006 Apgsbarg Fortress.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God,

Storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair,
deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18
At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” °He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. |
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

1He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but
the LORD was not in the earthquake; ‘?and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in
the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. *When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him
that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” *He answered, “I have been very zealous for
the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. **Also you shall anoint
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. "Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill;
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 28Yet I will leave seven thousand
in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85:8-13

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and to
those who turn their hearts to you.

Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in our
land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each
other.

Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from
heaven.

The LorDp will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness shall go before the LorD and shall prepare for God a pathway.



READING: Romans 10:5-15
*Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” ®But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) "“or ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?’ > (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ®But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); ®because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. °For one
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is
saved. 'The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” *?For there is
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who
call on him. BFor, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.?2And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 2*but by this time the
boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 2And early
in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 2°But when the disciples saw him
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walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 2’But
Immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

2peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 2°He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward
Jesus. *But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”” 3*When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. ¥And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY



Here | Am, Lord
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Who will bear my light 1o them? Whom shall 1 send?”
| will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life 1o them. Whom shall | send?”
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Test: Daniel L. Schatie, b, 1M6
Music: HERE 1AM, LORD. Daniel L. Schule
Tast and mudc © 1981 OCP Pubicatons, Inc. 5530 NE Hassalo, Ponland OR 9721 5. All cghts nesorved, Used by permisson,
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CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Let us bring our offerings to be used for God’s good purposes in the church and in the world.



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W, Arthur, 19221980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worslip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission o valid license from copyright administeator,

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God,

Receive these and all of our offerings as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your mission. May all creation be joined together as one in your love. In Christ

we pray.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is given for you.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
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What Feast of Love
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1 What feastof love 15 of-fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth is of - fered here, what cov - ¢ - nant  from

3 What wineof love 15 of- fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?

heav - en?
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What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is  giv - en?
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This, this 15 Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.

This, this 15 Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.

This, this i1s  Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!

Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is  giv - en!

Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is  giv - en!

Text: Delores Dutner, 0sa, b, 1935
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballwd, 16th cent.
Text @ 1993 Delores Dufner OSHB. Published by OCP Publications. All nghts reserved.
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Now Thank We All Our God
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I Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,

2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,

3 All praise and thanks to  God the  Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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and free wus from all harm in this world and the next.
for thus it was, IS now, and  shall be €V - er - more.

Text: Mamin Rinkhait, 1586-1649, ir. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878
Music: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT, Johann Criiger, 15981662

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God,

We thank you for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest

treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING
May the God of sea and sky calm your storms, and renew you.

May Christ’s love rain down on you, and sprout up hope.
May the Spirit guide you to move mountains, and bring you strength.

And may the still small voice of the Triune *+ God bring you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
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My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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3 What though my joys and com-fortsdie? TheLord my Sav-ior liv - cth.
4 The peace of Chnst makes fresh my heart, a foun-tam cv - er spring-ing!
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It finds an ech - o m my soul. How can 1 keep from sing-ing?
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No  storm can shake my in-most calm while o that Rock I'm  cling-ing.
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Text: Robers Lowsy, 1526-15899
Music: HOW CAN 1 KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, all.




DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Welcome to all! A joyous and blessed Sabbath to you, brothers and sisters in Christ! Welcome to worship.

“The Lord will give what is good. And our land will give its fruit” (Psalm 85:12, NLV). As gardens and fields
bear produce, God, harvest goodness also in my life.

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our
registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.

2024 YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT GATHERING IN NEW ORLEANS

July 16-20, 2024, National Youth Gathering! Registration for this event will take place Sept. 15-Nov. 1,
2023. This is for all youth that will be in 8 to 12th grade at the time of registration (fall 2023). Please let Pastor
Maggie know if you are interested so we can start planning and fundraising.

July 16-20, 2024, National Young Adult Gathering! Due to the cancellation of the 2022 ELCA Youth
Gathering, this gathering will be open to individuals who will be 18-35 at the time of the event! Registration for
this event will take place Sept. 15-Nov. 1, 2023. Please let Pastor Maggie know if you are interested.

LIVING RIVER CONCERT, OCTOBER 1, 2023 SAVE THE DATE!!!
St. John has contracted with Living River Quartet to perform on Oct.1, 2023
at 2:00 pm. Living River praises God with their music. They share a blend of contemporary praise and worship,
gospel and a cappella styles. The lyrics reflect the light that only Jesus Christ can bring to a hurting world. They
cannot perform during worship service because one of their members is in ministry, so they are not available
Sunday mornings. The polka band that performed in the past is now retired.

We will be offering a 10:30 Worship service that day with our chili dinner and raffle to follow. The concert
will be at 2:00 pm. in the sanctuary.

Please consider having your raffle item donations at church by Rally Sunday, September 10. Ticket sales will
begin that day.

We are very excited to be hosting Living River and having our traditional chili dinner and raffle. The

Nowaks are making their delicious chili and Linda Graveen is in charge of the raffle again this year.

We've not been able to share this special time together since Covid interrupted our world. Join us on October 1,
to once again enjoy worship, food, fellowship, fun and music.

More information to follow. If you have immediate questions contact Barb Paulsen, Sue Harris or Linda
Graveen (raffle items).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday, August 21 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s book club will be discussing The Secret To Happiness by
Jessica Redland.

Sunday, September 10 Rally Sunday, Blessing of the Backpacks, Potluck, and Parking Lot Meeting.
Please sign-up for our Potluck. This year’s theme is bring your favorite appetizer, and yes your appetizer can be
a dessert. During the potluck, we will discuss St. John’s parking lot. Also, this Sunday is our Kick-off to our
“school” year! Kids of all ages are welcome to bring their backpacks to the worship service for a “Blessing of
the Backpacks.” After worship we will celebrate the start of St. John’s educational season with games, crafts,
and music! All are welcome!

A
FROM Gop!

Monday, September 25 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s book club will be discussing All The Light We Cannot
See by Anthony Doerr.

Exciting news! Pictures that were taken for the new church directory are here and can be picked up in the
fellowship hall. Pictures are located on the table and in the box. We are also excited to have our new directories
soon, stay tuned.

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you
will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you
prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a
camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize
congregants. Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not
want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John August 13 — August 20
Today
9:00 a.m. Worship

August 15
9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting

August 17
All Day Pr. Maggie @ synod event.

August 20
9:00a.m.  Worship
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