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Sunday, September 24th 2023 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, Year A 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 

 

WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, and the Spirit who makes 

our joy complete. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Because we do not always live our lives in a manner worthy of the gospel, let us confess before 

God and one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of abundant goodness, 

We confess that we want your grace for ourselves, but often we wish exclusion on others. 

We judge the efforts and motives of others while ignoring our own faults. Forgive us when 

we let jealousy overtake us. Forgive us when we feel slighted by you. Help us to be 

merciful and to meet others with grace. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

Siblings in Christ, God’s love stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond 

compare. In Jesus ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, 

Your Word surprises, challenges, upsets, and overturns our way of seeing and thinking. Come 

and find us today wherever we are, however we are. May the power of your Holy Spirit cause 

that which is withering in us to blossom. May our hearts be opened, and may we find new ways 

to share your love. In Jesus Christ we pray.  

Amen. 

 

READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11 
10When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 

do it. 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and 

said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 

Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please 

take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right 

for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 

booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 

city. 

 6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 

head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when 

dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 

withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 

head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to 

die than to live.” 

 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 

angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 

did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 

night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 

than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, 

and also many animals?” 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 

is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 

all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 

Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
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 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 

see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated 

by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 

this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 

had and now hear that I still have. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 

daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 

others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 

and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and 

about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 

standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to 

him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them 

their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five 

o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they 

thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only 
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one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 

agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 

this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 

me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Whether we have much or only a little, we can share our daily bread so that all will be fed. As 

we have received, so now we give.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation & God of plenty, 

We give thanks for the gifts brought to your table. May they be used to support the ministry of 

your church, and may they be an extension of your love and mercy to those in need. In Christ 

we pray.  

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come to this table, not because you must but because you may. Come, because you love God a 

little and would like to love God more. Come, because Christ loved you and gave himself for 

you. Come and live in the Spirit, who loves, forgives, and restores.  
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of all harvests, 

May this meal continually strengthen, inspire, and transform us. May this meal help us to 

become more like You, sharing goodness, grace, and mercy with all whom we meet. In Christ, 

our bread of life we pray.  

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

May the boundless love of God, inspire you in new ways, 

May the generous grace of Christ, rejuvenate your soul, 

May the surprising movement of the Spirit, guide and delight you, 

And may the serenity of the Holy God ☩ Triune, be with you everywhere and always.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 
  

Welcome to all! Family of Christ, grace and peace be with you as we gather to worship in the name of the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

“I’m a little pencil in the hand of a writing God, who is sending a love letter to the world.” 

—Mother Teresa 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
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To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance. 
 

JULY 16-20, 2024 YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT GATHERING IN NEW ORLEANS 

Registration for these events will take place Sept. 15–Nov. 1, 2023. This is for all youth that will be in 8th to 

12th grade at the time of registration (fall 2023). The Young Adult gathering will be open to individuals who 

will be 18-35 at the time of the event!  Please let Pastor Maggie know if you are interested so we can start 

planning and fundraising.  

LIVING RIVER CONCERT, OCTOBER 1, 2023 SAVE THE DATE!!! 

St. John has contracted with Living River Quartet to perform on Oct.1, 2023 

at 2:00 pm. Living River praises God with their music. They share a blend of contemporary praise and worship, 

gospel and a cappella styles. The lyrics reflect the light that only Jesus Christ can bring to a hurting world. They 

cannot perform during worship service because one of their members is in ministry, so they are not available 

Sunday mornings. The polka band that performed in the past is now retired. 
 

We will be offering a 10:30 Worship service that day with our chili dinner and raffle to follow.  The concert 

will be at 2:00 pm. in the sanctuary.  
 

We are very excited to be hosting Living River and having our traditional chili dinner and raffle. The 

Nowak’s are making their delicious chili and Linda Graveen is in charge of the raffle again this year.  We've not 

been able to share this special time together since Covid interrupted our world.  Join us on October 1, to once 

again enjoy worship, food, fellowship, fun and music. 
 

Chili & helper’s sign-up sheets, now in narthex! We are looking for helpers to make our chili dinner and 

raffle a success. Please note, all food items need to be at St. John by September 27th   
 

The proceeds from the chili dinner will go to St. John’s youth group, and the proceeds from the raffle will go to 

St. John’s parking lot replacement fund.  
 

If you have immediate questions contact Barb Paulsen, Sue Harris or Linda Graveen (raffle items).  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets, 

pillow cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also 

sew a quilt top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you! 
 

Church Security. If you have a key to St. John and find yourself here during the week, please make sure the 

doors are securely locked behind you. If you leave through the double glass sanctuary doors, please make sure 

they are securely locked by giving them a few good pulls from outside the church! 
 

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St. 

John to meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village 

Inn). 
 

Monday, September 25 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will be discussing All The Light We Cannot 

See by Anthony Doerr. 
 

Monday, October 2 at 6:30 p.m. The first session of the Adult Study on: What Is the Bible? How an Ancient 

Library of Poems, Letters, and Stories Can Transform the Way You Think and Feel About Everything by Rob 

Bell will meet.  
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Monday, October 23 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will be discussing Heaven Is For Real by Todd 

Burpo. 
 

Exciting news! Pictures that were taken for the new church directory are here and can be picked up in the 

fellowship hall.  Pictures are located on the table and in the box. We are also excited to have our new directories 

soon, stay tuned. 
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be 

entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer not to be 

recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will 

typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s 

sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain 

from having them participate. 

 
 

Coming This Week @ St. John September 24– October 1 

                 Today  

         9:00 a.m.     Worship 

       10:15 a.m.     Sunday School 

       September 25 

       12:00 p.m.     Newsletter Articles Due  

         6:30 p.m.     Pastor Maggie’s Book Club  

     September 26 

         8:30 a.m.     Quilting 

         9:00 a.m.     Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 

       September 27 

         6:30 p.m.     Confirmation  

     October 1 

       10:30 a.m.     Worship  

       11:30 a.m.     Chili Luncheon & Raffle 

         2:00 p.m.     Living River Concert 

 

 

  
        
    

 


