

mailto:pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com
mailto:stjohnwausau@msn.com

WELCOME

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, & One God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with
salvation. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Prophecy Candle & Candle of Hope.

God of Infinite Love,

May all see the advent wreath as a symbol of your never-ending love. May the wreath be a
place to acknowledge the blessings you give to us; the blessings of hope, peace, joy, and love.
And on this first Sunday of Advent, we pray specifically for hope. Hope for the return of Christ.
Hope for our Advent journey, and the hope found in everlasting life in Christ. For it was
because of Christ, birthed in Holy Darkness, that hope was first made possible. Amen.

Light One Candle To Watch For Messiah Verse 1.

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful- fills the prom - ise.

He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com - ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yic
X1 € 34 Fo s Press,

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the
one who is merciful and just.

(Silence is kept for reflection)

God of new beginnings,

We confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths
and we forget about your peace. We hurt one another and creation. Purify us with your
refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of
repentance,

and welcome your coming among us. Amen.

Hear the good news: God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with robes of
righteousness. In the tender compassion of -+ Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all. Amen.
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Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Mom

Musc: REMICE, REJOICE. Marty Hauges
Feut annd e © 1983 GEA Pubkcations, Inc., TaM S, Masos Ave., Chicage, B 60635 avw. gisrascooe, 800440 1553,
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1 A - wake! A - wake. and greet the new mom, for
2 To us, 0 all mn sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est  night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joke, re - joe, take heart in  the mnight, though
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dark the win-ter and  cheer-less, the ns - ing sun shall
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soon he is bom, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing:
qui - et and free, so  warm  and gen - tle and car - mg.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Creator God,

We remember your awesome deeds across the ages—the times you saved us and brought us
home. Yet we also remember times when we felt alone and afraid. Stir up your Holy Spirit in
us. Though the mountains may quake, though the stars may fall, may we trust in your
everlasting Word. As your Word illuminates the sacred darkness around us, may we be still and
know that you are God.

Amen.

READING: Isaiah 64:1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at
your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood

and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the
nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no
ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were
angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself, we transgressed. We have all become like one
who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and
our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts
to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand
of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are
all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity
forever. Now consider, we are all your people.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

READING: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon
the cherubim.

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to
help us.

Restore us, O God,; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

O LoRrD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray?

You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made so strong for
yourself.

And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.



READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

41 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you
in Christ Jesus, >for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of
every kind—>?just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—'so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. °God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-Iu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 2*“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
5Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 2’ Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. 2°So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. *Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. 3Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.



2Byt about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. **1t is like
a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. *Therefore, keep awake—for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn, *or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. *’And what |
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



Canticle of the Turning
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await
God’s day of restoration. Responding to “Merciful God,” with “receive our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
At this time of year, the abundance of some and the needs of many stands in marked contrast.
May Christ’s heart rejoice and the needs of others be tended to, through our offering.

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text; John W, Arthur, 19221980
Music: Ronald A. Nekson, b 1927

Text and music © 1978 Lurheran Book of Worslup, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of all goodness,

By your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and bless these gifts. May
they be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
As we journey through this sacred season of Advent, a time of anticipation and reflection, we

gather today in the spirit of hope. Hope that is made flesh in Christ, given and shed for you.
Come, taste and see this hope. Hope that was first birthed in sacred darkness. Amen.

10



o =

==

] | ] | | Il 3
r 4 I I I I
r)

L 10N

|
I
|
[» D

o

e e e et et ]

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

n “ ] | ] |
AT 1 —— .;_ S ——— N S — d—
'“:D B Ea—— i ! e  m——
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
n “ ] Il ]
)" A 1T I | | N I I |
e s == ===
ANIYJ [ [ et [#10 i -~ [ [ I ] ]
o | ! ~— | ' ! |
mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
— . ! > ! I ! > T .
e
] . - o 7 P €
| | N &
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

11



Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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i Mar-vy, as of old on earth he stood,
3 Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on  the way:
4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep-less eye,
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Christ our God to earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to  de - mand.
he  will give to all the faith - ful  his own self for heav'n-ly  food.
comes, the pow’rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-ness clears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-1a!' Al -le-lu - ia Al - le - lu - ia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Lituregy of SL James: tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1820-[ B85, alt,

Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, |1 7th cent.
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Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Faithful God,

In this meal you shared with us your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of
Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and
strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the Creator of the mountains bring you courage,

May the Light of Christ shine hope into your heart,

May the Spirit of Gentleness bring you peace as the winds swirl and blow,

And may the Three in One F infuse joyful blessings into each day,
So that your watching and waiting will glorify all of God’s Creation. Amen
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Hark, the Glad Sound!
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Text: Philip Doddeklge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Welcome to all! Welcome to worship! “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:3).

On this first day of Advent, Lord, | am eager for your coming — at Christmas, at the end of time and in the present
moment. Amen.

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our
registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2024 Time & Talent sheet is ready for you to select area(s) that you would like to help share your time and
talent with your church! There are so many options, and the wonderful thing is that most have very little time
investment for you, but the benefit is great to our church! Please take a moment to look over the Time & Talent
sheet, it is divided into different areas of service, with the council chairperson’s contact info listed, for you to
reach out to with any questions you may have. Please fill out and return your sheet in the offering plate on any
Sunday, leave in Mary’s (secretaries) mailbox, or even call / email me and we’ll get you signed up! Please take
time to fill out a Time & Talent sheet, even if you already serve in areas of the church. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Lane Bahr.

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets,
pillow cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also
sew a quilt top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you!

Advent Resources Available. ELCA Advent Devotionals & Advent Calendars are in the Narthex. If you are
interested in Kate Bowler’s Advent Devotional, see Pastor Maggie.

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St.
John to meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village
Inn).

Monday, November 27 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will be discussing 90 Minutes in Heaven by
Don Piper.

Tuesday, November 28 at 6:30 p.m. The Adult Study will meet to discuss part 3 & 4 of What Is the Bible?
How an Ancient Library of Poems, Letters, and Stories Can Transform the Way You Think and Feel About
Everything by Rob Bell.

Tuesday, December 12 at 5:00 p.m. St. John’s Sisterhood Ladies Christmas Gathering. Please consider
joining the Sisterhood crew for our annual Christmas gathering at 2510 Restaurant. “Happy Hour” starts at 5:00
p.m. with dinner to follow at 6:00 p.m. As per tradition, we will be collecting non-perishable items for the
Women’s Community (toiletries, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, etc.) and holding our annual white elephant
gift exchange... so start looking in those storage rooms and basements (this exchange will be held after dinner —
don’t forget to wrap your ‘gift’!). A sign-up sheet and additional information are located in the Narthex.
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Saturday, December 16 9:30-10:30 a.m. Dress Rehearsal for Children’s Christmas Program

Sunday, December 17 worship is at 10:00 a.m. for our Children’s Christmas Program! Potluck to follow!
Bring an appetizer or dessert to share.

Monday, December 18 at 6:30 p.m. Blue Christmas. A prayerfully cultivated service for those who have lost
loved ones, for those who find the holidays to be a lonely time, and for those who would like to spend more
time in prayer. This service will have candle lighting, music, prayers, and a sermon. All are welcome.

Sunday, December 24. Christmas Eve Worship will be at 4:00 & 6:30 only. We will not have a 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service.

Wednesday, December 27 at 6:00 p.m. Christmas Pizza & PJ Party. Pizza served at 6, The Muppet
Christmas Carol from 6:30-8. Kids are welcome to bring a friend!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be
entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be
recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will
typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s
sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain
from having them participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John November 26 — December 3

Today

9:00 a.m.  Worship
November 28

8:30 a.m.  Quilting

9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting
November 29

6:30 p.m.  Confirmation
December 3

9:00 a.m.  Worship & Baptism of Josie Hein

10:15a.m.  Sunday School
3:30 p.m.  Community Dinner
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