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Tuesday, November 21 2023
Thanksgiving Service, Year A
Reverend Maggie Westaby
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, - one God, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved. Amen.

BLESSING OF THANKSGIVING

GATHERING
We Gather Together (Immanuel Bell Choir)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of Grace,

You provide for all of your creation. In every space and in every place. Yet the world is broken
and provision can become fragmented. We pray for all who are struggling this Thanksgiving
and we ask that they know your comfort, love, and peace. We pray for all who are traveling,
may their journey be safe. We pray for all who gather together. For joy, for love, and for
laughter. May the table be a place where we remember your table. A place to be filled so that
we can share your love with others. Amen.

READING: Genesis 18:1-10

The LoORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in
the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he
ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. * He said, “My lord, if 1
find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. * Let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. ° Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they
said, “Do as you have said.” ® And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make
ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” ” Abraham ran to the
herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare

it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he
stood by them under the tree while they ate. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26

23For I received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, *and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” #In the same way he
took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 2°For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven

miles from Jerusalem, * and talking with each other about all these things that had

happened. > While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, ¢ but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. *” And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. *® Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” ® He asked them, “What
things?”” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, 2°and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. ?* But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took

place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, 2 and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 2* Some of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 2 Then he
said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! 2 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter
into his glory?” 2 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. # But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 3® When he was at the table with them,
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and
they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
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scriptures to us?” 3 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” * Then they told what had happened on the road and
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

How can we withhold our gifts of gratitude in the face of such wondrous love? With glad and

generous hearts, let us bring our offerings to God.

OFFERING SONG
Now Thank We All Our God (Immanuel Bell Choir)

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of all goodness,

Generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your abundant
blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give
thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have
made, through Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

There is a place for you, a place where you are filled with God’s love, forgiveness, and never-
ending grace.
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Bread of Life from Heaven
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Let Us Break Bread Together
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Jesus Loves Me!
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord Jesus,

In this meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least
of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May God provide you what you need,

May Christ cultivate a prayer of gratitude in your heart,

May the Spirit summon peace, joy, and love in you, and in all you meet,
And may the Three in One * bless your coming and going,

Now and forevermore. Amen
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I Love to Tell the Story
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Welcome to all! Welcome to Thanksgiving worship as together we give God praise for his countless blessings
— not least his Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.

“Give thanks for unknown blessings already on their way.”—Native American saying
Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our
registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2024 Time & Talent sheet is ready for you to select area(s) that you would like to help share your time and
talent with your church! There are so many options, and the wonderful thing is that most have very little time
investment for you, but the benefit is great to our church! Please take a moment to look over the Time & Talent
sheet, it is divided into different areas of service, with the council chairperson’s contact info listed, for you to
reach out to with any questions you may have. Please fill out and return your sheet in the offering plate on any
Sunday, leave in Mary’s (secretaries) mailbox, or even call / email me and we’ll get you signed up! Please take
time to fill out a Time & Talent sheet, even if you already serve in areas of the church. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Lane Bahr.

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets,
pillow cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also
sew a quilt top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you!

Advent Resources Available. ELCA Advent Devotionals & Advent Calendars are in the Narthex. If you are
interested in Kate Bowler’s Advent Devotional, see Pastor Maggie.

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St.
John to meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village
Inn).

Monday, November 27 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will be discussing 90 Minutes in Heaven by
Don Piper.

Tuesday, November 28 at 6:30 p.m. The Adult Study will meet to discuss part 3 & 4 of What Is the Bible?
How an Ancient Library of Poems, Letters, and Stories Can Transform the Way You Think and Feel About
Everything by Rob Bell.

Tuesday, December 12 at 5:00 p.m. St. John’s Sisterhood Ladies Christmas Gathering. Please consider
joining the Sisterhood crew for our annual Christmas gathering at 2510 Restaurant. “Happy Hour” starts at 5:00
p.m. with dinner to follow at 6:00 p.m. As per tradition, we will be collecting non-perishable items for the
Women’s Community (toiletries, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, etc.) and holding our annual white elephant
gift exchange... so start looking in those storage rooms and basements (this exchange will be held after dinner —
don’t forget to wrap your ‘gift’!). A sign-up sheet and additional information are located in the Narthex.
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Saturday, December 16 9:30-10:30 a.m. Dress Rehearsal for Children’s Christmas Program

Sunday, December 17 worship is at 10:00 a.m. for our Children’s Christmas Program! Potluck to follow!
Bring an appetizer or dessert to share.

Monday, December 18 at 6:30 p.m. Blue Christmas. A prayerfully cultivated service for those who have lost
loved ones, for those who find the holidays to be a lonely time, and for those who would like to spend more
time in prayer. This service will have candle lighting, music, prayers, and a sermon. All are welcome.

Sunday, December 24. Christmas Eve Worship will be at 4:00 & 6:30 only. We will not have a 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service.

Wednesday, December 27 at 6:00 p.m. Christmas Pizza & PJ Party. Pizza served at 6, The Muppet
Christmas Carol from 6:30-8. Kids are welcome to bring a friend!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be
entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be
recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will
typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s
sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain
from having them participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John November 21 — November 26

November 21

8:30a.m.  Quilting

9:00 a.m.  Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting

6:30 p.m.  Thanksgiving Evening Service + First Communion
November 23

All Day Church Office Closed. Happy Thanksgiving!
November 26

9:00 a.m.  Worship
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