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CALL TO WORSHIP
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN



Joy to the World
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OPENING DIALOG

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
By day and night, He shines for all to see.

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty

that the world may see the justice and richness of God.
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,

so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Jesus is the light of the world.

Jesus is the light of our lives.

Sing to God a new song!

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in our
darkness—a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the
firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the
wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was complete chaos, and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light
was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. ® God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God
said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them
be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, *>and let them be lights in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. ** God made the two great lights—the greater
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. " God set them in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 8to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.



It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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“Peace on the carth, good will to all, from heav'n's all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove 1ts sad and low - ly plains they bend  on hov-'ning wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing:
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The wordd in sol - emn still-ness lay w0 hear the an - gels  sing.
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oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels  sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels  sing.
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Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days.2 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.* And he shall stand
and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LoRD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth,

®and he shall be the one of peace.



O Little Town of Bethlehem
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O  morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
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Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 2" to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. 2 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”

29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might

be. *° The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3! And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 2 He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” * Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a
virgin?”* The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. *® Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.



Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salishwery Hymn Book, 1857, s1. 4
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Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy
Spirit. 1 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 2° But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2 She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 2 “Look, the virgin shall
become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means,
“God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him; he took her as his wife % but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a
son, and he named him Jesus.

10



Angels We Have Heard on High
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Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. ® Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. ° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ' to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *? This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” *3 And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, * “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” 1 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the
manger. ¥’ When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this

child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, *°and Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2 The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.
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Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlenem of Judea, magi from the east came
to Jerusalem, ? asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah!®! was to be born. ® They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:

6 <And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people, Israel.””” Then Herod secretly
called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” ® When they had heard
the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until
it stopped over the place where the child was. ° When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. ! On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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What Child Is This
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Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being #in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. ® The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. " He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. & He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light. ® The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 1° He was in
the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 1 He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. *2But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, ** who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.'* And the Word became
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of
grace and truth.,
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.

Your Word, Jesus, is truth.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to gather in wonder with the shepherds.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to sing for joy with the angels.

In the brightness of his life

cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.

In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
At this time of year, the abundance of some and the needs of many stands in marked contrast.
May Christ’s heart rejoice and the needs of others be tended to, through our offering.
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Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worslup, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission of valid license from copyrght adninistrator,

OFFERING PRAYER

God of all goodness,

by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and bless these gifts. May
they be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our

Savior. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let
us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMNS
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The First Noel
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Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be mnear me,Lord Je-sus; I ask you to stay close by me for -
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Je -sus laid  down his sweet head; the stars  in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. I  love you, Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and Jove me, | pray. Bless all  the dear chil - dren in
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down where he  lay, the It - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing s nigh,
your ten-der care and fit  us for heav-en, to live with you there.
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Text: North American, 1%h cent

Music: AWAY IN A MANGER. James R. Murray, 18411903
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Faithful God, in this meal you shared with us your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body
and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us
and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

Praise God, all creatures here below!

You are the shepherds telling the story.

We tell it in the streets and across the land.

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.

We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.
You are the angels announcing peace.

We live with joy and go now in peace.

Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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I Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chns-nan fricnds, re - joice with hcart and soul and wvoice;
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give ye heed 10 what w say: Je - sus Chist  is  born to-day;
now ye hear of  end - less bliss Je - sus Chnst  was bomn for this!
now ye need not  fear I.hc gravc. Je - sus Chnst  was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 15 in  the man-ger now,
He has o - pened heav-en's door, and  we are blest  for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and calls you all to  gainthe ev_—-_ er - last-ing hall,
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Christ 15 bom to - day! Chrnist 15 born  to - day!
Christ was born  for  this! Chnist was born  for  this!
Christ was bom to  save! Christ was born 1o save!
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Test: Malieva) Latin casol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1RIS-1566

Musk: IN DULCTJUBILO, Genmaa carol, 1th cont: aer. Rodent L. Pearsall, 17951856
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Welcome to all! We gather today, only halfway through the season of Christmas, and trusting God’s guidance
for the new year. Welcome to worship, one and all.

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.
To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our
registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets,
pillow cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also
sew a quilt top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you!

Advent Resources Available. ELCA Advent Devotionals & Advent Calendars are in the Narthex. If you are
interested in Kate Bowler’s Advent Devotional, see Pastor Maggie.

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St.
John to meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village
Inn).

Tuesday, January 16 at 6:30 p.m. Adult Study on the Gospel of Mark. This first session will focus on Mark
1 through Mark 8:26.

Monday, January 23 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will discuss, The Book of Lost Friends by
Lisa Wingate.

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be
entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be
recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will
typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s
sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain
from having them participate.

Monday, January 8, 2024 — Annual Report Articles due

Coming This Week @ St. John December 31 — January 7

Today
9:00 a.m.  Worship

January 1
Office Closed, Happy New Year!

January 2
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8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

6:30 p.m.

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

Quilting
Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting

January 3
Confirmation

January
Worship

Sunday School
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