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December 24, 2023 

4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Nativity of our Lord, Year B 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
 

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 

5304 N 44th Ave               

Wausau, Wisconsin 54401                              Office: (715) 675-6950 

Web Address: stjohnwausau.org 

E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com 

Email: stjohnwausau@msn.com 
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WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. Amen. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE DIALOG AND GREETING 

Star of wonder, star of night. Star illuminating holy and bright.  

Into the deepest of the night, holy darkness welcomes the light.  

In the beginning holy darkness covered the face of the deep. God poured out love and 

brought all things into being.  

The night has become a place of great glory, where God’s promises were revealed in the 

Genesis story.  

God’s love still abounds in the deepest of night. As angels appeared to shepherds, they 

startled with fright.  

The angel said do not be afraid; for I bring good news, from what God has made. For unto us, 

the Savior is born, the Messiah, Immanuel, the Lord.  

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace and goodwill to all.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

The grace and love of Christ is given for us completely. Yet, on this eve of Christ’s birth, we 

confess we struggle to receive him still. (reflection) 

God of Love Incarnate,  

You promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of your 

peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, your resources, and our security. Have 

mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us 

courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us 

again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen. 

Good news! Great joy! In Jesus Christ the grace of God has appeared. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

we are forgiven. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Our Wondrous God,  

We give thanks for this holy night. A time to sing beloved carols of Bethlehem, of shepherds 

and angels, of Mary and Joseph, and the baby Jesus, our Savior—who on this night, became 

flesh and lived among us. Bringing joy to all creation, bringing peace to all the world, and 

bringing love to every breath. We give thanks for this holy night, and for the star of wonder, 

where Jesus Christ, our Lord lay under.  

Amen. 

 

READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness—on them light has shined.3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For 

the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 

broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 

rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given 

to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

READING: Titus 2:11-14 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 

godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. The Word 

of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8In that region there 

were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 

of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors!” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

At this time of year, the abundance of some and the needs of many stands in marked contrast. 

May Christ’s heart rejoice and the needs of others be tended to, through our offering.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, 

Receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and 

gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of 

your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 

and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
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EXTRA COMMUNION HYMNS AS NEEDED  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God our Redeemer,  

You have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

You are invited to light a candle and dim your lights at home.  
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Silent Night, Holy Night (ELW 281) first verse is sung in German 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May God wrap you in love each night, providing you peace and rest, 

and while you sleep may God weave strength & courage into every breath. 

May you meet the morning with resilient vigor, ready for come what may, 

and may the light of Christ fill your heart with joy every single day. 

May the Spirit shine on you with favor, love, and never-ending grace, 

And may the Three In ☩ One, bless you this Christmas Eve, and in every single place.  

Amen. 
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DISMISSAL  

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 
 

Thank You, Louie for the beautiful Christmas Tree!   

 

Welcome to all! “Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright” (Joseph Mohr). Silent and calm, until a 

newborn wails and angels illumine the fields! Holy indeed. Merry Christmas, and welcome to worship! 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Food Basket next to the main entrance.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets, 

pillow cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also 

sew a quilt top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you! 
 

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St. 

John to meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village 

Inn). 
 

Wednesday, December 27 at 6:00 p.m. Christmas Pizza & PJ Party. Pizza served at 6, "Mickey's Christmas 

Carol" and "A Muppet Family Christmas" from 6:30-8. Kids are welcome to bring a friend! The event is free, 

please sign up in the Narthex so we have a head count for dinner. 
 

Tuesday, January 16 at 6:30 p.m. Adult Study on the Gospel of Mark. This first session will focus on Mark 

1 through Mark 8:26.  
 

Monday, January 23 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will discuss, The Book of Lost Friends by 

Lisa Wingate.  
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be 

entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer not to be 

recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will 

typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s 

sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain 

from having them participate. 


