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January 14, 2024 

9:00 a.m. 

Second Sunday After Epiphany, Year B 
 

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 

5304 N 44th Ave               

Wausau, Wisconsin 54401                              Office: (715) 675-6950 

Web Address: stjohnwausau.org 

E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com 

Email: stjohnwausau@msn.com 
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WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, 

word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters.  

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

God, our rock and refuge, 

We pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always recognized 

the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew your creation. 

Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In Jesus, 

the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You 

are God’s beloved.  

Amen 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Abiding God, 

May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly. Open our 

hearts, so we may know and love others, as we journey day by day. In the name of the Holy 

Trinity, one God. Amen. 

 

READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10  
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 

 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and 

he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 

did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 

call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 

the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And 

he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 

the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, 

you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place.10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

READING: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me. 

You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are wonderful, and I know it 

well. 

My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of 

the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your 

book; my days were fashioned before they came to be. 

How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them! 

If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; to count them all, my life 

span would need to be like yours. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael 

and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 

wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 

out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 

toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael 

asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 

before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 

King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the 

fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, 

you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 

Man.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 

world, and all of creation. Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Jesus promised that you and I will come to see heaven opened, and angles dancing in splendor. 

Our offerings are a thanksgiving for these gifts. May all our hearts be open as we share our 

gifts, through our offering.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of all goodness,  

By your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and bless these gifts. May 

they be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our 

Savior.  

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Gather at Christ’s table, so that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened. Receive the body of 

Christ and be transformed. Embrace this sacred space and know, you are loved. Amen.  
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COMMUNION HYMNS  

Here Is Bread ELW (483)… I am sorry, but these lyrics are not available.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord Jesus, 

In this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for 

the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the 

way.  

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May God our Creator prepare your journey, 

May Jesus our Savior guide your footsteps, 

May the Spirit our Breath of Life strengthen your body, 

And may the Three in One ☩ watch over you, on every road follow.  

Amen 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 
 

Welcome to all! Welcome. We worship as we live — in the name, and under the guidance, of God the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Tomorrow is MLK Day in the United States, Lord. As I worship today, help me see specific ways in which you 

call me to better serve and love others. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our 

registry in the narthex.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to Christ’s Table.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance. Reminder, food pantries cannot accept expired 

donations.    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets, 

pillow cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also 

sew a quilt top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you! 
 

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St. 

John to meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village 

Inn). 
 

Tuesday, January 16 at 6:30 p.m. Adult Study on the Gospel of Mark. This first session will focus on Mark 

1 through Mark 8:26.  
 

Sunday, January 21 from 2:30 p.m.— 4:00 p.m. Wisconsin River Valley Conference (WRVC) Annual 

Meeting at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church - 300 Logan St, Merrill, WI 54452. If you are interested in going, 

please let Pastor Maggie know.  
 

Sunday, January 21 at 3:30 p.m. Community Dinner at First Presbyterian Church. A reminder for 

confirmation students to save this date! 
 

Monday, January 22 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will discuss, The Book of Lost Friends by 

Lisa Wingate.  
 

Sunday, February 4 at 10:00 a.m. Annual Meeting. The Cemetery Association Meeting will take place 

after the Annual Meeting.  
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Friday, February 16 – Sunday, February 18 Journey with Jesus Synod Youth Gathering. Anyone in 

grades 6-12 are able to come to this gathering at Imago Dei Village in Clintonville WI. Please let Pastor Maggie 

know if you are interested.  
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be 

entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer not to be 

recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will 

typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s 

sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain 

from having them participate. 

 

 
Coming This Week @ St. John January 14 – January 21 

                 Today  

         9:00 a.m.     Worship 

                             January 15 

       All Day         Office Closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

                             January 16 

         8:30 a.m.     Quilting 

         9:00 a.m.     Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting 

         6:30 p.m.     Adult Study. Gospel of Mark Session 1 

       January 17 

         6:30 p.m.     Confirmation 

                    January 21 

         9:00 a.m.     Worship  

       10:15 a.m.     Sunday School 


