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WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Blessed be the Holy Trinity -+ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us
with the gift of grace.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

God’s bow has been hung in the clouds. God remains faithful to the covenant of steadfast love,
even when we are unfaithful. Without fear, let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

We begin this Lenten season in confession. We do not live according to your ways, but
according to our own. We participate in systems of injustice, and use power to our own
advantage at the expense of others. Forgive us, and help us turn toward your kingdom
drawing near to you. In Christ we pray. Amen

As Noah and his family were brought safely through the flood onto dry ground, so in baptismal

waters we are brought from death into new life in Christ. In Jesus - Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.



Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
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I Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your LlCdl‘lS-ll]g wa-ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.

Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo-ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship. praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God. re - new us. guide our foot- steps; free from sin ~ and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them: send your Spir - it,  ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.

by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.

liv-ing, dy - ing,
Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!

of - fer.

one with Christ in
By your grace. our lives we

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Phaladelpiia, 1844

Text € 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. admin. The Copyright Company. Nashville, TN.
All nghts reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Steadfast God,
In rushing waters and in dry wilderness, in every season and circumstance, we need your

sustaining word. By the power of your Holy Spirit, proclaim the good news among us today, so
that we may repent and believe. In Jesus Christ, our Savior we pray.
Amen.



READING: Genesis 9:8-17

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, %“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, %and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the

ark. 11 establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters
of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 2God said, “This is the
sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living creature that is with you,
for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. **wWhen I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in
the clouds, 1 will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature
of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. *When the
bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” ¥’God said to Noah, “This is the sign of
the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra- cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

%In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the

Jordan. °And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove on him. *And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”*2And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. *He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild
beasts; and the angels waited on him. **Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, °and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

The Gospel of The Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HOLY BAPTISM
Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the minister at the font. The
assembly is seated.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to
new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed
with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world...

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of St. John, do you promise to support... Response: We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
The presiding minister addresses sponsors and parents.

The presiding minister addresses sponsors, parents, and assembly.

People of St. John, do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight...

Jesus said, | am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. Let us
welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the
world.



Borning Cry
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[ | was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word I was there to cheer you on;

3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no lon - ger young,
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| re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un-fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord. to whom you now be -long.
I'lll_be there 1o guide you through the night, com-plete what I've be - gun.
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I was there when you were but  a child, with a faith to  suil you well;
If  you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as  one,
When the eve -ning gent-ly clos -es in and you shut your wea-ry eyes,
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in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”
I'll be there to make your vers - es rhyme from dusk 6ll ns-ing sun”
I'll be there as | ve al - ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold”

Text: John C, Yivisaker, h 1937
Muic: WATERLIFE, John C. Yivisaker
Teat and owsic © |95 John Y Misaker,

DupEcation i asy form peohidéed without pemsission o valid license from copydght admenistnaioe.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of
creation, and a world in need. Responding to “Hear us, O God,” with “Your mercy is great.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Because the kingdom of God has come near in Jesus Christ, we are called to respond in tangible
ways. By doing acts of justice and compassion, and by sharing our resources, we bear witness

to the good news of the gospel.



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
Q | IV |
e — E===c=
J : ' s = o
Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W, Arthur, 19221980
Music: Ronald A. Nelkson, b 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worslip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission o valid license from copyright administeator,

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God,

Our treasures come only from you. It is only through your goodness, that we have received so
much. We came into this life with nothing, and we leave the same way. Guide us, and inspire
us, to share ourselves and the resources we have. May these offerings be used for the goodness
of your creation.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift
of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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hcav’n and carth arc full of your glo-ry. Ho-san - na in the high - cst.
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san -na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s table; here you will find bread for the journey. Come to the banquet, here you

will find a feast for hungry hearts. Come to our Lord; who forgives, sustains, and restores.
Amen.
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Children of the Heavenly Father

Tryggare kan ingen vara
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Guds lil - la bar - na - ska - ra,

1 Chil - dren of the heav'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath-er;
2 God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge ¢’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them, in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W, Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin, Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynght administrator.
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Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

— 1 n b . =
| St | 8 18 18

t T t
3 ¥ 5 =
Lord, whose Jove in hum-ble  ser - vice bore the weight of  hu-man need,
Sull  your chil-dren wan-der home-less: still the hun - gry cry for bread;

As  we  wor-ship, grant us  vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
Called by  wor-ship 1o your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we  go,
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who up - on  the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect  deed:
still the cap - tives lunlg}I for free -dom; still in  grief we mourn our  dead.

i ats height and depth and  great-ness dawns up - on  our quick-ened sight,
1 the child, the youth, the a - ged, fove in  liv-ing deeds 1o show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not  of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens  your com-pas-sion bids  us  bear,
hope and health, good-will and com -forl, coun-sel, aid, and peace we  give,
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con-sc - crat - Ing lo your pur-pose cv-'ry gift which you m -part.
by your Spir - it send your pow -er w0 our world o make it whole.
sr-ring us  to  ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser -vants, Lord, in  free-dom may your mer - cy  know and live.
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Text: Alven F. Bayly, 1901-1984

Muedc: BEACH SPRING, T Sarvedd Hovp, Paibadelphia, §844: arr, Selecied Howns, | 085
Text © 1901 Oafoed Ureversity Press.

Arr, 0 1955 Augurg Foorms
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

At your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your
promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed.
May God bless you and keep you,

May the Spirit shower you with mercy,

May Christ fill you with courage,

And may the Holy = Trinity give you peace.

Amen.
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Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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Joy - ful, joy - ful we a-dore thee, God of glo - ry. Lord of love!

All  thy works with  joy sur-round thee, carth and heav'n re - flect thy rays,
Thou art  giv - ing and for-giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing. ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow'rs be - fore thee, prais-ing  thee, their sun  a - bove.

stars and  an - gels  sing  a-round thee, cen-ter of  un - bro - ken praise,
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o-ccan-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of  sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tan, Dow-'ry  mead-ow, flashing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Chnist our broth -er.  all  who live in  Jove arc thine:
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.

chant-ing bird, and  flow-ing foun-tin call us W re - joice in thee.
teach us how to  love cach oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Hesey v Divke. 1852-1933
Music: HYMN TO0Y, Ledwig van Beethoven, 17701327, adapt,
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Welcome to all! During the season of Lent, may we look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of faith” (Hebrews
12:2), and grow in love toward God and one another. Welcome to worship.

“Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. O my God, I trust in thee” (Psalm 25:1-2, KJV).

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our
registry in the narthex.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to Christ’s Table.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance. Reminder, food pantries cannot accept expired
donations.

LENTEN DINNERS We need volunteers to prepare and serve for our Lenten Dinners. We also need of
people to bring salads, desserts and milk, and for help with clean up. It's a pretty simple job, since we use paper
products. The dinners will be served from 5-6 pm. with worship service at 6:30. Please join us for food and
fellowship during this season of Lent. The sign-up chart is in the narthex with the dates of the meals,
beginning on Ash Wednesday.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
For Church Security. The two side doors will be locked after the service starts, if you are running late, please
use the front doors.

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets,
pillow cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also
sew a quilt top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you!

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St.
John to meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village
Inn).

Monday, February 26 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will discuss, He Should have Told the Bees
by Amanda Cox.

Sunday, March 10 at 11:00 a.m. Gospel of Mark Session 3 will discuss Mark chapter 11 through the end of
the Gospel.

Book Club Announcement. We will not meet in March to give everyone extra time to read our April book,
The Covenant of Water by Abraham Verghese. Date in April TBD.

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be
entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be
recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will
typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s
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sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain
from having them participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John February 18 — February 25

Today
9:00 a.m.  Worship

February 19
Noon Newsletter Articles Due

February 20
8:30a.m.  Quilting
9:00 a.m.  Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting

February 21
5:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner

6:30 p.m.  Ash Wednesday Service

February 25
9:00 a.m.  Worship

10:15a.m. Sunday School
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