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Fifth Sunday in Lent, Year B
9:00 a.m.

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA
Reverend Maggie Westaby
5304 N 44" Ave
Wausau, Wisconsin 54401 Office: (715) 675-6950
Web Address: stjohnwausau.org
E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com
Email: stjohnwausau@msn.com
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WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Blessed be the Holy Trinity + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with
the gift of grace. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Let us pray for the cleansing of our hearts, confessing our sins to the One whose mercy is
everlasting. Redeeming God,

We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart, and we have not loved our
neighbors as we ought; we have strayed from your commandments. Forgive us and lead us,
that we may fix our eyes on you, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

People of God, by the faith of Jesus =+ Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.



The Glory of These Forty Days

ﬁg} =7 3 ﬂ ‘
| T8 ¢ 7 3 5
1 The glo - ry of these for - ty  days we cel - e -
2 A - lone and fast - ing Mo - ses  saw the lov - ing
3 So Dan - iel trained his mys - tic  sight, de - liv - ered
4 Then grant, O God, that we  may, 100, e - wm in
| » h=4 A '
S £ s g
- L L 1 1
' ' f [ r r [ & ! f '
| ' 4 | 1 | | |
ﬁ—j === ==
4 —— s |
brate with songs of praise: for Christ, through whom all
God who gave the law; and to E - li - jah,
from the li - ons’ might; and John, the  Bride - groom’s
fast and prayer o you, Our spir - its  strength-en
Gt 5 ¢ —F z e
Z—p i i ' ' i '
| N 1 1 1
A ——— = { j ———————
d g ’ 1 1 |
g A B
things were made, him - self has fast - ed and has prayed.
fast - ing, came the steeds and char - i - ots of flame.
friend, be - came the her - ald of Mes - si - ah’s name.
with  your grace, and give us joy to see your face.
<y —% F r e P ! .
' 2 i — &
Z | a . | —
I I I I |

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent; tr. Maurice F Bell, 1862-1947, alt
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, ). Klug, Gelaliche Lieder, 1543
Owteade USA: Text from Y Eughek Homan!, © Osford University Press 1906, All righes reserved,

Deplication in any form prodibiced with

wo of valud licease from copyright administrator.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God,

By the cross and resurrection of Jesus, you lift the suffering world toward hope and transformation,
and open the way to eternal salvation. As we move ever closer to the passion of Christ, may your law
of love be written on our hearts, as Christ draws all people to himself, revealing your love for the
world.

Amen.

READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lorp, when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 321t will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when
| took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though |
was their husband, says the LoRD. *3But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LorD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall they teach one another, or say to
each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LorD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

READING: Psalm 51:1-12

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out my
offenses.

Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.

For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are justified when
you speak and right in your judgment.

Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.

Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep within.
Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.

Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God



READING: Hebrews 5:5-10

SChrist did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to
him, “You are my Son, today | have begotten you”; ®as he says also in another place, “You are a
priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death,
and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered; ®and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
for all who obey him, *°having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL: John 12:20-33
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 2 They came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” ??Philip went and
told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. ?3Jesus answered them, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 2*Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 2°Those who love their
life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 2°Whoever serves
me must follow me, and where | am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father
will honor.

27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—¢Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is
for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 2*The crowd standing there heard it and said
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 3°Jesus answered, “This voice has
come for your sake, not for mine. 3*Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world
will be driven out. 3?And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
The Gospel of The Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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2 Near the cross, a trem-bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God. bring its scenes be - fore  me;
4 Ncar the cross I'll watch and wait,  hop - ing, trust - ing  ev - cr,
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help me walk from day 1o day with its  shad - ow  o'er  me.
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Tex: Fasay J. Crosty. 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Dosac, 15832-1915




APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Responding to “Hear us, O God,” with “Your mercy is great.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and takes on new life, it remains just a single grain. With
grateful hearts, let us bring the fruit of our lives to God.



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worslup, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission oc valid license from copyright administrator,

OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have gathered that
all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice
and peace. We pray this in your name.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s table; here you will find bread for the journey. Come to the banquet, here you will
find a feast for hungry hearts. Come to our Lord; who forgives, sustains, and restores. Amen.
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I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

I 1
| |

il

. .

}

i '
- ¢ — T
1 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un-to me and rest;
2 1 hecard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 1 heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
Y 4" | | | | { ! — lﬁ} 1 1
lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up-on  my breast.”
the liv-ing wa -ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”
o = g
D . — . =
J I i f
I came to Je -sus as I was, so wea-ry, womn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus, and I drank of  that life - giv - ing stream;
| looked to Je - sus, and | found in him my star, my sun;
====s —— e
S P ——— i
I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now [ live in him.
and in that light of life I'll walk 6ll trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 18081889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
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Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

At your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your
promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the road rise up to meet you,

May the wind be always at your back,

May the sunshine warm upon your face,

May the rains fall soft upon your fields.

May our children and their descendants, be the ones to find a lasting peace.
May their hopes and dreams become united,

May the past be left for those who hate.

May this world and all its wonders, be a home to all humanity
May the people find a common purpose,

May we help one another to survive.

And until we meet again,

May God + hold you in the palm of God’s hand.
Amen
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God Be with You Till We Meet Again
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.

Blessing taken from parts of Barrage lyrics https://www.flashlyrics.com/lyrics/barrage/until-we-meet-again-51
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Welcometo all! Dear ones, welcome to worship as we gather in Jesus’ name as one family in God’s embrace. Amen.
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10, NRSV).

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcometo St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our registryin
the narthex.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to Christ’s Table.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance. Reminder, food pantries cannot accept expired
donations.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday, March 24 at 9:00 a.m. Palm Sunday & Bibles handed out to youth.

,':
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) << Sign-up sheet for Easter Breakfast is in the Narthex. We are in need of volunteers to bring fruit,

desserts, and to help clean and set up. Your time, talent, and dedication are appreciated to make Easter Breakfast a
success!

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: St. John’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on Sunday, March 24" following
worship! All children are welcome! We will gather the kids after Fellowship to read the Easter story,
make a craft, and end with a candy-filled Easter Egg Hunt!
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Holy Week 2024
Thursday, March 28 at 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service.
Friday, March 29 at 6:30 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service.

Easter Sunday, March 31 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship Services.
9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast.

++++++H+ A
Synod Assembly registration is now open. See Pastor Maggie to for details.

Maine Elementary is in need of black and grey sweatpants and leggings. Size 5-6, 6x, and 7-8. They are also in
need of boys’ and girls’ undies in those sizes.
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St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets, pillow
cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also sew a quilt
top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you!

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettinand St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St. John to
meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village Inn).

Book Club Announcement. We will not meet in March to give everyone extra time to read our April book, The
Covenant of Water by Abraham Verghese. Date in April TBD.

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be
entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be recognized
on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will typically be only on a
wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and
live streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John March 17 — March 24

Today

9:00 a.m.  Worship

10:15a.m. Sunday School
March 18

12:00 p.m. Newsletters Due to Church Office
March 19

8:30a.m. Quilting

9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting

6:00 p.m.  First Communion Class
March 20

5:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner

6:30 p.m.  Lenten Worship Service
March 24

9:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship

10:15a.m. Easter Craft & Easter Egg Hunt!
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