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March 28, 2024 

Maundy Thursday & First Communion, Year B 

6:30 p.m. 
 

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 

5304 N 44th Ave               

Wausau, Wisconsin 54401                              Office: (715) 675-6950 

Web Address: stjohnwausau.org 

E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com 

Email: stjohnwausau@msn.com 
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WELCOME 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ One God, who humbly pours out love for you, through Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

OPENING DIALOGUE  

From the night of the last super, to every night, and for all eternity, 

There is a place for us, united in Christ. 

In the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup, 
We shall be made whole, filled with God’s love, forgiveness, and grace.  

In the mystery of the cross, and in death that leads to life, 

We know God is with us despite our brokenness and tears. 

For Christ comes to us, pouring out water, and with towel in hand.  

To show us what it looks like to humbly serve one another in love.  

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

On this night let us confess our sin and enter the celebration of the Holy Three Days reconciled with 

God and with one another. Loving God, 

We have denied you and we have denied our calling to serve one another. We have betrayed 

you and we have betrayed your commandment to love one another. Pour out your spirit of 

grace upon us. Teach us to love and serve faithfully, by the example you have set for us, in your 

son, Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  

God comes to you, humbly and lovingly. In the name of Jesus Christ ☩ all your sins are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy Savior, 

On this night you poured out water to wash your disciples’ feet. You poured out wine, and you broke 
bread. You poured out your very being through your love, so all may find life in you. Open our 

hearts to hear this good news. Teach us to serve as Christ served. Teach us to love as Christ loved. In 

Christ we pray.  

Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: 30 PIECES OF SILVER 
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FIRST READING: EXODUS 12:1-4 7-8, 11-14 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of 

Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 

household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining 

one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  7They shall take 

some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat 

it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs.  11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 

and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. 12For I will 

pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 

the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I 

will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 

throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 

was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 

body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after 

supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 

during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 

come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 

wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, 

but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 

“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 

but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew 

who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 

for that is what I am.  
14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I 

tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 

them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 

 31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  32If God has been 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I 

am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 

Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The Gospel of The Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON  
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

As Christ humbly gave of himself, let us humbly give of ourselves.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of all good gifts,  
Receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your Son. Give us grateful hearts, in the name of the one who poured himself out for 

all creation, Jesus Christ, our Savior.   

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and 

death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death 
into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come to Christ’s table; here you will find bread for the journey. Come to the banquet, here you will 

find a feast for hungry hearts. Come to our Lord; who forgives, sustains, and restores. Amen.  
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FIRST COMMUNION PARTICIPANTS  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Eternal God, 

We give thanks for your never-ending table. We give thanks that there is a place for us and for all 

people. May we be nourished by the goodness you have poured out for us. May we be empowered to 

care for others, guided by your love filling our hearts. In Jesus Christ we pray.  

Amen. 
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BLESSING 

May God wrap you in love each night, providing you peace and rest,  

And while you sleep may God weave strength & courage into every breath.  

May you meet the morning with resilient vigor, ready for come what may,  

And may the light of Christ fill your heart with joy every single day.  

May the Spirit shine on you with favor, love, and never-ending grace 

And may the Three In ☩ One, bless you throughout this Holy Week, 

And in every single place. Amen. 

 

ALTAR IS STRIPPED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Depart in silence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion . Copyright 2014. 

 

Welcome to all! Welcome. Today is Maundy Thursday: Maundy from the Latin for “command.” As you hear Jesus’ 

“new commandment” (John 13:34), ponder what it means in a concrete way for your life.  
 

As you feed us, Lord, with your own body and blood, move us to feed the world — with food, with peace, with love. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our registry in 

the narthex.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to Christ’s Table.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance. Reminder, food pantries cannot accept expired 

donations.    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Sign-up sheet for Easter Breakfast is in the Narthex. We are in need of volunteers to bring fruit, desserts, and to 

help clean and set up. Your time, talent, and dedication are appreciated to make Easter Breakfast a success!   
 

Synod Assembly registration is now open. See Pastor Maggie to for details. 
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Maine Elementary is in need of black and grey sweatpants and leggings. Size 5-6, 6x, and 7-8. They are also in 

need of boys’ and girls’ undies in those sizes. 
 

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets, pillow 

cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also sew a quilt 

top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you! 
 

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St. John to 

meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village Inn).  
 

Monday, May 6 at 6:30 p.m. We will discuss, The Covenant of Water by Abraham Verghese. 
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be 

entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer not to be recognized 

on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will typically be only on a 

wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded  and 

live streamed.  If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate. \ 

 

Holy Week @ St. John March 28 – March 31 

                 March 28 

         6:30 p.m.     Maundy Thursday Worship Service 

                March 29  

         6:30 p.m.     Good Friday Worship Service 

       March 31 

         8:00 a.m.     Easter Worship Service  

         9:00 a.m.     Easter Breakfast 

       10:30 a.m.     Easter Worship Service 

 

 


