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April 21, 2024 

Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year B 

9:00 a.m. 
 

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 

5304 N 44th Ave               

Wausau, Wisconsin 54401                              Office: (715) 675-6950 

Web Address: stjohnwausau.org 

E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com 

Email: stjohnwausau@msn.com 
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WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. Amen. 

 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd. 

He lays down his life for his sheep. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd. 

He knows us, and we belong to him. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is our shepherd. 

He speaks, and we listen for his voice.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin, to our Shepherd, so that His grace and mercy may restore our souls. 

Shepherding God, 
We confess that we have not always followed Christ’s example. We have gone astray and lost 

our way. We have wandered onto paths of our own desire. Open our hearts to the comfort of 

your rod and staff. Lead us back into your fold, and guard our souls, in Jesus’ name. Amen.   

Siblings in Christ: by grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus ☩ Christ all your sins are 

forgiven.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

OPENING HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

We are your people, O God—the sheep of your pasture, the flock you have gathered. Lead us beside 
still waters; teach us the way of righteousness; and feed us at your table; through Jesus Christ, our 

good shepherd we pray.  

Amen. 
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READING: Acts 4:5-12 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made 

the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 

this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,  9if we 

are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this 

man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 

standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by 

which we must be saved.” 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God 

 

READING: Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 

You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my 

cup is running over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 

of the LORD forever.  
The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God 

 

READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our 

lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a 
brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will 

know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts 

condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do 

not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because 

we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 

love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and 

he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: John 10:10b-18 

The holy gospel according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “I came so that they could have life - indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest. 11I 

am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is 

not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired 

hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 

me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  16I 

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 

voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 

down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 

command from my Father.” The Gospel of The Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  



6 

 

 

 



7 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

With love for God and neighbor, let us offer our lives to the Lord; through our time, talents, and 

offerings. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Holy God,  

We give you thanks and praise for light and life and love. Above all, we give thanks for the presence 

of the living Christ among us. By your Spirit who breathes within us, strengthen our faith, use our 
gifts, and work in our lives to bear witness to the resurrection of Christ, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 



9 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the 
true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 

rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come to Christ’s table, and know God is alive, almighty, and present. Receive the bread and the 

wine, and be filled with God’s love. Take a moment to pause, be present, and rejoice in the Lord. 

Amen.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious God, 
In you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have 

nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world. In Jesus Christ we 

pray. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

May the God who calls you by name, lead you besides still waters.  

May Christ’s rod and staff bring you comfort, to lie down in green pastures.  

May the breath of the Holy Spirit, restore your soul.  

And may goodness and mercy follow you all your days,  

Forever held in the safety of Christ’s fold. 

In the name of the Creator, ☩ Shepherd, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  



14 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion . Copyright 2014. 
 

Welcome to all! God sets a table before us and anoints us with the oil of gladness; our cup overflows (see Psalm 23:5; 

45:7). Welcome to worship! 
 

Good Shepherd, in you I have everything I need. Thank you for guiding me along the path of life. 
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Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our registry in 

the narthex.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to Christ’s Table.  
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.  

Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance. Reminder, food pantries cannot accept expired 

donations.    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Saturday, May 4 Spring Cleaning! Cleaning starts at 9:00 a.m. We are in need of volunteers to help deep clean 

the church and outside the church. Come when you can on Saturday May 4 to help! 
 

Monday, May 6 at 6:30 p.m. We will discuss, The Covenant of Water by Abraham Verghese. 
 

Sunday, May 19 at 10:15 a.m. join us for an Ice Cream Social, BINGO, and welcoming our new members! To 

make this event a success, we are in need of small prizes for folks of all ages for BINGO.  Make plans to join in on 

the fun!  See Kim Landwehr with questions. 
 

Vacation Bible School Registration is open! VBS will be Sunday, June 23 – Thursday June, 27. Register on our 

website https://stjohnwausau.org/education/vbs/ 
 

Congratulations to Henry Marquardt! Henry won the Bucket O Fun that was raffled on Easter! Hope you have lots 

of fun Henry! The raffle raised $318. Thank you to all who donated or purchased tickets.  
 

St. John Choir will be getting back together, please watch for future dates to meet. Thank you, Amanda Grueneberg, 

for leading.  
 

Fundraising Committee will meet soon. Please watch bulletin for dates.  
 

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets, pillow 

cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also sew a quilt 

top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you! 
 

Men’s Breakfast. Pastor Will from Trinity in Stettin and St. Peter’s in Marathon has invited all men from St. John to 

meet the second Saturday of the month at 9 a.m. At LC Restaurant, in Marathon (Formerly the Village Inn).  
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be 

entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer not to be recognized 

on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will typically be only on a 

wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded  and 

live streamed.  If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate.  
 

Coming This Week @ St. John April 21– April 28 

                 Today  

         9:00 a.m.     Worship 

        10:15 a.m.    Sunday School 

                             April 22  

        12:00 p.m.    Newsletter Articles Due 

                             April 23  

         8:30 a.m.     Quilting 

         9:00 a.m.     Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting  

                             April 28 

         9:00 a.m.     Worship   

 

              


