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WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, *+ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. Amen.

OPENING DIALOGUE

Sing to our God a new song.

God has done marvelous things!

Make a joyful noise to the Lord!

Break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
Let the sea roar and all that fills it.

Let the world and its people sing together for joy!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We have been called to follow Christ by obeying his one commandment: that we love one another as
he has loved us. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. Loving God,

We have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts. Forgive us we pray, and lead us
toward wholeness, that we may be filled with your joy. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Siblings in Christ: by grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus ++ Christ all your sins are
forgiven.

Thanks be to God.



Earth and All Stars!
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2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
3 En - gines  and steel! Loud pound-ing  ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a  mew song!
Sing 1o the Lord a new  song!
Sing 1o the Lord a  new  song!
Sing to the Lord a new  song!
et —F = ———= -
o
Hail, wind, and  rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and  lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime -stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete  and  band! Loud cheer - ing peco - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing 1o the Lord a onew song!
Sing 1o the Lord a  new song!
Sing w0 the Lord a  new song!
Sing 0 the Lord a  new song!
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Test Hesbert F. Brokering, b 1926

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, Danvid N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Toxt and muec © 1963 Augshorg Pebksting Hhoase, admen, Asgererg Fomress
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Loving God,

Help us to love others as Christ has loved us. Bring us into the spiritual joy of living our lives as your
friend, and teach us to abide in your love, that we may show that love to the world.

Amen.

READING: Acts 10:44-48

4\While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured
out even on the Gentiles, “¢for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter
said, 4"“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?” *8So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited
him to stay for several days.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

READING: Psalm 98

Sing a new song to the LoRD, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy arm
have won the victory.

O Lorb, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in the
sight of the nations.

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth
have seen the victory of our God.

Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

Sing to the LoRrD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the LORD.

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein.

Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the LoRrRD, who comes
to judge the earth.

The LorD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

READING: 1 John 5:1-6
'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the
parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome, “for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. ®°Who is it that conquers the world but the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

®This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-Iu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] %“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 1°If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide
in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete.

12¢This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. **No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. **You are my friends if you do what |
command you. *°I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made known to you everything that |
have heard from my Father. ®You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
The Gospel of The Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY
We Are Called (ELW 720)... Hymn is not available, but lyrics are from
https://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/2009/11/22/25361/

Come! Live in the light!

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
to live in the freedom of the city of God.

We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

Come! Open your heart!

Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
so hatred and blindness will be no more.

We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

Sing! Sing a new song!

Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we'll walk with each other
as sisters and brothers united in love.

We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.



THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Let us show our friendship with Christ and our love for our neighbors by giving generously so that
we may bear the lasting fruit of Christ’s love.



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nekon, b 1927

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permussion of valid Hoense from copyright administrator,

OFFERING PRAYER
Holy God,

We give you thanks and praise for light and life and love. Above all, we give thanks for the presence
of the living Christ among us. By your Spirit who breathes within us, strengthen our faith, use our
gifts, and work in our lives to bear witness to the resurrection of Christ, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the
true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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heav’n and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s table, and know God is alive, almighty, and present. Receive the bread and the

wine, and be filled with God’s love. Take a moment to pause, be present, and rejoice in the Lord.
Amen.
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We Come to the Hungry Feast
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,

Il

|
e —

i i

iy L i i i i\ |
.'é Y e e
p—g—— i —
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from hun - gry folk of ev - ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
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poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever, b, 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynight administrator,

11



The Church’s One Foundation

(Tt e

he 1

o e e e i e e e e
==
I The church’s  one foun - da - tion is  Je - sus Christ, her Lord:
2 E -« lect from ev-ry na - ton, yet one o'er all the carth,
3 Though with a scom-ful won - der this world sees her  op - pressed,
4 Through tool and trib < uw - la - tion and tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on ecarth has  u - nion with God, the Three in  One,
» .| | G-
% » £t e 40 0
t  E— — — 2 ji ;  —————
. ! 4 f r T T -
) o t i : | ql : i 3 t T
l 1
et ‘__H.fp'i_t_r ;
she is hs new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .remt a - sund -er, by  her - ¢ - sies dis-tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest i1s  won.

£ 5 5

:
r

Texr: Samsec] J. Swae, |E30-]1 000
Mudc: AURELIA. Saamunc| S, Weshey, 1810-1576
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From heav'n he came and sought her w0 be  his ho - ly  bride;
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God,

In you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world. In Jesus Christ we
pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May God, who creates, redeems, and sustains,

Keep you steadfast in faith, buoyant in hope, and abounding in love.
And may the blessing of the Holy God Triune +F

Be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Welcometo all! Jesus says, “As the Father has loved me, so [ have loved you; abide in my love” (John 15:9, NRSV).
One way we do that is to gather in Christian community. Welcome, beloved ones!

As spring blooms ever more brightly, it seems the earth is making a joyful noise to the Lord, breaking into songs of
praise! (See Psalm 98:4.)

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.

To those who are visiting: Welcometo St. John and thank you for joining us! You are welcome to sign our registry in
the narthex.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John (715) 675-6950
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to Christ’s Table.

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to a local food pantry.
Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance. Reminder, food pantries cannot accept expired
donations.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday, May 6 at 6:30 p.m. We will discuss, The Covenant of Water by Abraham Verghese.

Tuesday, May 14 at 6:30 p.m. the Adult Study will discuss pages 7—25 from the book A is for Alabaster: 52
Reflections on the Stories of Scripture by Anna Carter Florence.

Sunday, May 19 at 10:15 a.m. join us for an Ice Cream Social, BINGO, and welcoming our new members! To
make this event a success, we are in need of small prizes for folks of all ages for BINGO. Make plans to join in on
the fun! See Kim Landwehr with questions.

Vacation Bible School Registration is open! VBS will be Sunday, June 23 — Thursday June, 27. Register on our
website https://stjohnwausau.org/education/vbs/

St. John Choir will be getting back together, please watch for future dates to meet. Thank you, Amanda Grueneberg,
for leading.

Fundraising Committee will meet soon. Please watch bulletin for dates.

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or flannel sheets, pillow
cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are interested, come join us! You can also sew a quilt
top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They do not need to be fancy. Thank you!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church service or event, you will be
entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be recognized
on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will typically be only on a
wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and
live streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate.

15



Coming This Week @ St. John May 5- May 12
Today
9:00a.m.  Worship
10:15 a.m. Sunday School

1:30 p.m. 8" Grade Confirmation Party @ Days-Bowl-A-Dome

3:30 p.m. 8" Grade Confirmation serve Community Dinner @ First Presbyterian
a
ook Club

:

6:30 p.m.
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8:30a.m.  Quilting

9:00 a.m. Pr. Maggie @ Pr. Meeting
8

6:00 p.m.  Church Council

May 12
9:00a.m.  Worship

-
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