
St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA 

5304 North 44th Avenue 

Wausau, WI 54401 

 

Telephone:  (715-675-6950) 

 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 
MARCH 2025 

 



From Pastor Maggie 
 

 

 

 

 

Beloved Community, 

 

Grace and peace to you all. The month of March is upon us, and with that we look 

towards Ash Wednesday and Lent. Our midweek Lenten theme this year will 

be, Everything In Between. Here we will highlight how God is present and active in our 

lives – from our daily rising, to our sleeping – and everything in between. 

  

God meets us at the water’s edge, in tumultuous storms, on grand mountaintops, lush 

forests, and the driest of deserts throughout our spiritual journeys – and God meets us 

everywhere in between. Each day we are met and loved by a God who encourages and 

renews us with grace.   

  

And grace is what we need, especially during Lent. As Lent calls us to reflect, to dig 

deeper, and to be intentional, so we can grow closer to God and all our neighbors. 

  

I hope you can join us this Lent. A time we will grow together and deepen our faith as a 

beloved community in Christ. Because Lent is a time for us to ask the hard questions, to 

strain our ears to hear, and to do the challenging work of discernment together. As it is 

together that we can unravel what we are created for on this side of the cross, as we 

anticipate the hope found on the other side of the cross. 

  

I look forward to our Lenten journey together – for hearing God’s good news that is 

rooted in truth, mystery, and in everything in between. 

 
 

With Love & Gratitude,   

 

Pastor Maggie Westaby 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

“Council Corner” 

I want to thank all who were able to stay and attend the annual meeting on the 9th of 

February. It went a bit long so I appreciate your patience as we went through many 

items. If you weren’t able to attend, please read the minutes when they are printed to 

see what was all discussed. 

One of the items we did discuss was the parking lot and how we’re going to pay for 

this. I invite you to fellowship on the 13th of April when there will be an open forum on 

this subject. Ideas, thoughts how to implement, a brainstorming session for sure. If 

you’re not familiar with fundraising or have never done it, this will be an introduction to 

it. This session will be led by McKenzie Cottrell. 

Thank you all for making St. John a wonderful place to gather and worship. 

As always, I welcome your thoughts, suggestions and concerns, please reach out to me 

if needed. 

Blessings 

Jennifer Schwede 

Council President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events   
Wednesday, March 5 Lenten Dinners start! Dinners at 5:00 p.m. Worship 6:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday, March 8 at 10 a.m. Chair Yoga. 
 

Sunday, March 9 at 10:15 a.m. Deacon Everett Schmidt will be sharing information about his 

trip to Egypt during coffee hour! 
 

Monday, March 17 at 6:30 p.m. The Adult Study will discuss Chapters 26 – 28 of the Gospel 
of Matthew. 
 

Saturday, March 22 at 10 a.m. Chair Yoga. 
 

Monday, March 31 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will discuss The World Played 

Chess by Robert Dugoni. 
 

Sunday, April 13 Fundraising Coffee Hour Discussion. Come to learn more about 

fundraising, or to share your ideas! This will be a time to brainstorm how we can raise money 
for our Parking Lot.  
 

 

Saturday, April 19th 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m.  Easter 

Escape Room!  

Players will answer Bible study questions and decode 

mystery messages about Mark 15 in an effort to discover the 

secret lock combination that will unlock the vault!  But 

BEWARE!  Answering questions incorrectly will force 

players to complete various team building detour 
challenges!  Best for ages 12+ and adults are welcome! 

Sign-up in the Narthex. Questions: email Kim 

Landwehr kamootz@gmail.com 
 

 

Saturday, May 10 starting at 9:00 a.m. Bring your tractor to church day! Spring cleanup both 

inside and outside. Trees need to come down for our new sign and we need help beautifying our 

church!  

Announcements 

Lenten Dinners We need volunteers to prepare and serve our Lenten Dinners. We also need 

volunteers to bring salads, desserts and milk, and to help with cleanup. The dinners will be 

served from 5-6 pm. Worship starts at 6:30. The sign-up chart is in the narthex. Please join us 

for Lent this year. 

 

St. John Quilting Wishlist. Left over fabric or never used fabric, light weight denim, cotton or 

flannel sheets, pillow cases, cotton curtains (unlined), cotton shower curtains. If you are 

interested, come join us! You can also sew a quilt top from home. Size needed is 60 x 80. They 

do not need to be fancy. Thank you! 

https://www.amazon.com/World-Played-Chess-Novel/dp/B0929J1CDX/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Cib3u_xvUvSBEaZuLK3nU5pkbHB6iLmUTaWq_1L-jMi6F5rhbJ1UXUnhdq9kLonZLAOWJjMD_tbzMYZJIW7do4meoKLqTFcGFRJJjC_EGZbsJQ8pR3kJZB4lcjRGETGGmM68bSO87ZcxL7zYL0VBkpROSwn7Ah4YSWgOdsx3p89i_snc_GZ_pvcgCZqmdND_M8Za8sMwYiu8h_H31HK1mDXSMee1EZ4LmLH5P2tF98pqmml5ZNPrAhZd_nZ08kWRThW-_uvqi35-CVmfsve7FD9Y8PBP46rta3ft4FUMmh8.4ioVqz50fOdNRKPISffZk7g1-cvye9-p98xztJX-EMY&qid=1730841279&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/World-Played-Chess-Novel/dp/B0929J1CDX/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Cib3u_xvUvSBEaZuLK3nU5pkbHB6iLmUTaWq_1L-jMi6F5rhbJ1UXUnhdq9kLonZLAOWJjMD_tbzMYZJIW7do4meoKLqTFcGFRJJjC_EGZbsJQ8pR3kJZB4lcjRGETGGmM68bSO87ZcxL7zYL0VBkpROSwn7Ah4YSWgOdsx3p89i_snc_GZ_pvcgCZqmdND_M8Za8sMwYiu8h_H31HK1mDXSMee1EZ4LmLH5P2tF98pqmml5ZNPrAhZd_nZ08kWRThW-_uvqi35-CVmfsve7FD9Y8PBP46rta3ft4FUMmh8.4ioVqz50fOdNRKPISffZk7g1-cvye9-p98xztJX-EMY&qid=1730841279&sr=1-5
mailto:kamootz@gmail.com


Council Members.  Here is a list of Council members.  Please contact them with any concerns or issues you 

may have.  Council meets once a month and welcomes input from the congregation. 

President:  Jennifer Schwede – 715-432-6079; jenniferschwede@aol.com 

Vice President:  Karen Ohrmundt – 715-370-0645; tkohrmundt@frontier.com 

Treasurer:  Perry Kufahl – 715-675-1383; 715-409-0524; pnskufahl@outlook.com 

Secretary:  Rick Nevers – 715-574-0288; rlnevers57@gmail.com 

Trustees:  Scott Oestreich – 715-675-4360; scottsmachinellc@gmail.com 

Ryan Landwehr – 715-212-3540; ryanlandwehr@aol.com  

Evangelism:  Connie Nowak – 715-675-1577; bcdenowak@gmail.com 

Fellowship:  Jeanne Klinger – 715-675-9939 

Education:   

Worship:  Randy Knapp – 715-581-5558; rknappeoj@gmail.com 

 

Council Meeting Minutes.  Copies of the minutes from the most recently held Council meeting are by the 

mailboxes.  Please feel free to pick up a copy.  If more are needed, please contact the church office.  

 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Church service or event, you will be 

entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer not 

to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and 

communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  Parents, 

please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not want your child to be 

recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate. 

   
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Homebound Parishioners.  The following parishioners are no longer able to consistently attend worship 

services.  Pastor Maggie visits them to remind them that they are loved by God and loved by their community 

of faith, St. John.  Sometimes it is helpful to hear those reminders from someone. 

 

Carol Fitzke   Joanne Zahn  Marlene Opichka  

237227 N. 120th Ave.  4905 Falcon Dr. 4602 Barbican Ave. #105  

Wausau, WI 54401  Wausau, WI 54401 Weston, WI 54476   

     

Harley Goetsch  Jim & Barbara Leffin Fritz Poeske 

Rennes Health/Rehab Ctr. 214 N. 12th Avenue Waterfall Health of Wausau 

4810 Barbican Avenue Wausau, WI 54401 1010 E. Wausau Ave. 

Weston, WI 54476     Wausau, WI 54403 

 

Attendance Report 

         2025     2024 

Average Weekly/January      79   71    

Average Weekly/Year-To-Date    79   71 
 

 

mailto:jenniferschwede@aol.com
mailto:tkohrmundt@frontier.com
mailto:pnskufahl@outlook.com


March Birthdays     March Anniversaries 

3-1 Jake Johnson    3-26 Skip & Betty Hoenisch 

3-2 Otis Fitzke        

3-2 Riley LaVake     

3-2 Zachary Suliin      

3-2 Bob Utech    

3-3 Jennifer Bronsteatter      

3-3 Tyler Eno       

3-3 Logan Heil      

3-4 Lynm Buchberger 

3-4 Ryan Seubert 

3-5 Ron Mootz, Jr. 

3-5 Emilee Mootz 

3-6 Ashley Bunge 

3-7 Mikayla Boehm 

3-7 Leiloni Norman 

3-7 Nick Oelke 

3-8 Mariah Marquardt   March Birthdays (Cont’d.) 

3-9 Mason Mielke   3-23 Marlene Bahr 

3-10 Steven Erdmann   3-23 Daisy Harris 

3-10 Isaac Oelke    3-23 Lily Harris 

3-11 Caleigh Bahr    3-23 Brenda Knudsen 

3-12 Heather Gallenberg  3-23 Nicole Woodmansee 

3-12 Justin Grueneberg   3-24 Jason Borrero 

3-12 Kate Saari    3-24 Benjamin Grueneberg 

3-13 Don Voelker    3-25 Ciera Grueneberg 

3-15 Jan Mueller    3-25 Mike Stubbe 

3-16 Linda Grudznske   3-26 Brady Boehm 

3-17 Austin Walter   3-27 Sawyer Knight     

3-18 Dan Hein    3-27 Mike LaVake 

3-18 Will Rode    3-29 Betty Hoenisch 

3-19 River Landrath Jepson  3-30 Jason Grueneberg  

3-19 Stacey Linzmeyer   3-30 Abigail Luce 

3-21 Trey Buchberger   3-31 James Haroldson 

3-21 Sara Stubbe    3-31 Bruce Radant  

3-22 Barbara Jo Kopp   3-31 Kylie Stubbe 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
  
 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesday Evenings During Lent 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday School 

10:15 a.m.-11:15 a.m. 

 

Mission Statement: “We are called to serve God; serve each other; serve the 

community; serve the wider church.” 

 

 

 

Pastor Maggie Westaby 

St. John Office:  (715) 675-6950 

E-mail: 

Pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com 

E-mail:  stjohnwausau@msn.com 

Web Address:  stjohnwausau.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com
mailto:stjohnwausau@msn.com

