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July 27th, 2025 

7th Sunday After Pentecost, Year C 

9:00 a.m. 
 

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 

5304 N 44th Ave               

Wausau, Wisconsin 54401                                        Office: (715) 675-6950 

Web Address: stjohnwausau.org 

E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com 

Email: stjohnwausau@gmail.com 
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WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of 

miracles, the God of mercy. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us turn to the most Holy One and confess our sin, confident in God’s 

faithful and steadfast love for us. Holy One,  

Although we come to church on Sundays, we too often live the rest of 

the week as though you don’t exist. We act as though we created 

ourselves, with no connection to you, with no hope of transcendence. 

Open us to your constant presence. Teach us to pray, and restore our 

sight, that we may commune with you each day. In Jesus we pray. 

Amen. 

Hear this good news from God’s Word: Neither death nor life, powers nor 

rulers, things present nor future, nor anything else in all creation can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In Jesus ☩ we have 

received forgiveness, and we have been restored!  

Thanks be to God! 
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GATHERING HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Christ Jesus,  

Teach us to pray, and to trust the hospitality of God for our daily bread, as 

our ancestors who ate manna in the wilderness. Let us likewise be 

hospitable, and as God gives the gift of the Holy Spirit to us, let us give 

good gifts to those who are in need.  

Amen. 

 

 

READING: Genesis 18:20-32 
20 Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and 

Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 21 I must go down and see whether 

they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me, and if 

not, I will know.” 

  22 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham 

remained standing before the Lord. 23 Then Abraham came near and said, 

“Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose 

there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place 

and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to 

do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous 

fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth 

do what is just?” 26 And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in 

the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27 Abraham answered, 

“Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am but dust and 

ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the 

whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-

five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He 

answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh, do 

not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He 

answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “Let me take it 

upon myself to speak to my lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He 

answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh, 
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do not let my lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found 

there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 

Word of God. Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 138 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I 

will sing your praise. 

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 

because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified 

your name and your word above all things. 

When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have 

heard the words of your mouth. 

They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 

The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from 

afar. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth 

your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 

You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love 

endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 

 

READING: Colossians 2:6-15  
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in 

him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you 

were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

  8 Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of 

the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of 

deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head 

of every ruler and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a 

spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of the flesh in the 

circumcision of Christ; 12 when you were buried with him in baptism, you 

were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him 
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from the dead. 13 And when you were dead in trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when 

he forgave us all our trespasses, 14 erasing the record that stood against us 

with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.  
15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, 

triumphing over them in it.  

Word of God. Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his 

disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 

disciples.”2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, may your name 

be revered as holy. May your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily 

bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted 

to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

  5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to 

him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 for 
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a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And he 

answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, 

and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you 

anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 

out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give 

him whatever he needs. 

  9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will 

find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks 

receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, 

the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child 

asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asked 

for an egg, would give a scorpion? 13 If you, then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

The Gospel of The Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.” 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

In gratitude for all that God has done for us, let us present our gifts to God.  

 
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home 

 

 
 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Abiding God, 

We give you thanks for your steadfast love and faithfulness. Bless these 

offerings and transform them into gifts of hospitality for those who need 

them most. In Christ we pray.  

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Beloved in Christ, come to this table of grace, where God’s abundance 

meets our hunger, and Christ’s love quenches our deepest thirst. In these 

summer days, the earth offers us ripening fruits—sweet berries warmed by 

the sun, peaches and plums that stain our hands with their juice, and gardens 

bursting with cucumbers, tomatoes, and herbs. Each taste is a reminder of 

God’s faithfulness and provision, a small blessing reminding us of the 

greater feast we share. As these fruits nourish the body, so this bread and 

cup nourish the soul. Here, Christ offers himself to you: forgiveness for your 

weariness, mercy for your burdens, and a promise that you are held in God’s 

love in every season. All are welcome at this table, just as you are, with 

whatever you carry, to receive the blessings God longs to give. Come, for 

the feast is ready. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious God, 

As the sun warms the earth and the breeze stirs the trees, so your love stirs 

our hearts, filling us with light and hope. We give you thanks for this holy 

meal, for the taste of grace that strengthens us for the days ahead under your 

bright sky. As we step out into summer’s long days, let the beauty around us 

remind us of your faithfulness. May we carry your peace into our 

neighborhoods, sharing kindness like cool water on a hot day. Keep us 

mindful of those who thirst for justice, who long for belonging, and help us 

be your hands and feet in this season of growth and rest. We thank you for 

the gift of this table and for the promise that you go with us into every 

sunrise and sunset. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

Go forth to share the light of God’s compassion with all the world, so all 

may know the goodness of God.  

And may the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Spirit be with you as you go.  

Knowing you are held in a love deeper than the deepest oceans, and vaster 

than the universe itself.  

Where the Holy God ☩ Triune blesses your coming and going, now and 

forevermore.  

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word© Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 
 

Welcome to all! We worship in the same way that we live — in the name of the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. Welcome, one and all. 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are 

welcome to sign our registry in the narthex.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John (715) 675-6950 
 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to Christ’s Table. 
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given 

to a local food pantry.  Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance. 

Reminder, food pantries cannot accept expired donations.    
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church 

service or event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio 

recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the 

back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion 

will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  

Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you 

do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them 

participate. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Kwik Trip Gift Cards Sign-up in the Fellowship Hall or on our Website! Help 

support St. John when buying groceries, gas, or getting your car washed at Kwik Trip! 

Visit our website https://stjohnwausau.org/fundraising/ 

 

St. John Apparel Sale! Choose from two different designs, color, and 

style of shirt/sweatshirt! Check out our website, or the Narthex for 

details and order forms. All orders are due August 1.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://stjohnwausau.org/fundraising/
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Coming This Week @ St. John July 27th – August 3rd  

        Today – Sunday, July 27th 

9:00 a.m.     Worship  

                    Monday, July 28th  

6:30 p.m.     Council Meeting  

                    Tuesday, July 29th 

9:00 a.m.     Pastors Meeting 

        Wednesday, July 30th 

8:30 a.m.     Quilters Meet 

        Sunday, August 3rd 

9:00 a.m.     Worship 

           

 

 


