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CALL TO WORSHIP 

On this holy night, we come,  

dazzled and awe-struck, ready to sing alongside the angels.  

On this holy night, we come,  

eager and hopeful, ready to journey alongside the shepherds.  

On this holy night, we come,  

quietly and tenderly, ready to worship alongside Mary.  

On this holy night, we come,  

singing, trusting, believing, proclaiming: good news is louder than fear. 

Let us worship our good news, with-us God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Christmas Eve is one of the most joyful and hopeful days of the year. The 

candles are lit! The children are antsy with anticipation. The music is joyful. 

It is a good night! But even here, on this good night, we know that we are 

works in progress. Even here, on this good night, we know that we could love 

more deeply. So join me in the prayer of confession, not because we have to, 

but because naming that truth out loud allows us to receive God’s grace.  

And God’s grace only makes a good night better. Let us pray: 

Loving Christ, when the shepherds heard that you were born, they 

dropped their things and ran. They trusted the angels’ invitation. They 

believed that your love existed for them. We wish that we were more like 

that. Instead, somewhere between the angels’ song and the manger, we 

tend to lose our way. We doubt ourselves. We doubt the invitation. We 

doubt that love could know our names. Remind us that your love is 

personal and specific. Remind us that the good news of this day is for us. 

With hope we sing, we pray, and we run. Amen. 
Family of faith, the angels are singing: unto you a child is born. It is a love that is 

personal. It is a love that knows your name. So hear and believe the good news 

of the Gospel: You are seen. You are claimed. You are forgiven. You are loved. 

Glory to God in the highest heaven! Glory to God here and now.  

Alleluia! Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, we long to catch a glimpse of your 

Spirit. We cup our ears to hear the sound of the angel chorus. We turn our eyes 

toward the sky to see if we can find your star. We lean forward in our seat to 

see if we can feel your presence in our midst. We long to catch a glimpse of 

your Spirit, O God. So on this quiet night, on this holy night, on this joyful 

night, reveal yourself to us once more. Speak to us through the music and the 

children. Speak to us through starlight and candlelight. Speak to us through 

these ancient words once again. We long to catch a glimpse of you. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC St. John Immanuel Choir (4:00 service only)  

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 

READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in 

a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.3You have multiplied the 

nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken 

as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 

garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has 

been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 

throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 

and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of 

the LORD of hosts will do this. Word of God Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 

READING: Romans 8:31, 38-39 

If God is for us, who is against us? 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Word of God Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those whom he favors!”  
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15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger.  17 When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been 

told them. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & SERMON  
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PEACE May the peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Let us offer our gifts tonight as a response to God’s good 

news of great joy for all people.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our 

hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon 

grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 
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GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

With-us God, we live in a fragile world. If we’re honest, we come to this table 

tonight with the taste of uncertainty on our tongues. We come carrying our 

anxiety. We come asking for guidance. We come filled with all of life’s “what-

ifs.” But you do not disregard our fear. You do not brush it under the rug or 

call us foolish. You do not ignore the realities in front of us. Instead, you meet 

us here. You listen to our fears. You remind us that we are not alone. You 

surround us with people who love us. You show us where we are strong. You 

walk beside us. And you give us a new song to sing. As we come to this table, 

pour out your Spirit on this bread and cup. Remind us that even in an uncertain 

world, you are on the move. Living even here, in the Words that Jesus said.   
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The night we have been waiting for is here! And while we humans are good at 

many things, waiting is not high on that list. Maybe that’s why this table is 

such a gift. For when we come to this table, for just a moment, the waiting 

stops. For just a moment we get a glimpse of God’s promised day. For just a 

moment we can believe the angels when they say, “Be not afraid.” We have 

seen the longest night, and still we believe. We believe in a with-us God. We 

believe in the hope of tomorrow. We believe that good news is louder than 

fear. So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles, we will 

hold onto that good news. We will reach for each other. We will look for God 

in our midst. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born. Love that meets us here. 

Where light shines in the darkness, where hope takes on flesh in bread and 

wine. Where there is space for all that we carry. So come, all who are weary, 

all who rejoice, all who doubt, and all who dare to stubbornly hold onto hope. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of starlight, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when giving light 

to another. Join together in lighting candles and sharing Christ’s light.  

ELW 277 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May the stillness of this holy night quiet your heart and rest your soul. 

May the child laid in straw and starlight teach you again the courage of 

tenderness, the quiet strength of love made small, the grace of being met—

fully, mercifully—exactly where you are. 

May you be given the wisdom to lean on one another, the faith to hold fast to 

hope, and the compassion to do the good that is yours—and only yours—to do. 

And as you step into this holy dark, with angels still humming at the edges of 

the sky, may the light you carry be gentle, may it be stubborn, and may it be 

enough to guide your way.  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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DISMISSAL  

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace—tell it on the mountain—and proclaim 

that good news is louder than fear. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Thank You, Louie Reissman for the beautiful Christmas Tree!   

 

Sunday, January 11 at 10:15 a.m. Town Hall Meeting - Meeting to discuss name change. 

 

Welcome to all! “Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright” (Joseph Mohr). Silent 

and calm, until a newborn wails and angels illumine the fields! Holy indeed. Merry 

Christmas, and welcome to worship! 
 

Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones during services.  
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are 

welcome to sign our registry in the narthex. May God bless you today and all days.  
 

Reminder!   If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John’s at (715) 675-6950 
 

Holy Communion All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper.  
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From A Sanctified Art 2025. 

 

 


