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December 28, 2025 

9:00 a.m. 

First Sunday of Christmas,  

Lessons, Carols & Baptism Service 
 

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Reverend Maggie Westaby 

5304 N 44th Ave               
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E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

God is in our joy.  

God is in this room. 

We have reason to celebrate.  

We have a reason to sing. 

Thanks be to God for the bright hope of this day. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

One of the most inherently joyful and beautiful moments in worship comes 

through the moment of confession. For when we are honest with God in the 

prayer of confession, we open ourselves up to receive God’s grace and 

mercy. And that gift—that grace—is full to the brim with good news! So 

join me in this prayer of confession, not out of shame or guilt, but because 

there is a joy on the other side of this prayer that will take your breath away. 

Let us pray together. Joyful God,  

 

You told us that in order to enter the kingdom of heaven, we must be 

like children. Did you mean that like children, we must practice 

unhindered joy? Did you mean that like children, we should lean into 

laughter, release our cynicism, and open ourselves to delight? In a 

world as broken and battered as ours, we admit, this often seems easier 

said than done. Forgive us, patient God, for the moments when we are 

so focused on the bad that we miss the good.  Forgive us for hearing the 

nativity story and staying in our seats instead of jumping for joy. We 

know that even now you are sowing delight in our lives. Open our hearts 

up to it. With gratitude we pray, amen. 

 

Siblings in Christ, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel: We are 

seen. We are loved. We are forgiven. That is news worth celebrating! That is 

news that should make us want to cheer, laugh, cry with relief, dance, & sing 

all at the same time! And so let us sing for joy, joining the choir of angels as 

we sing our next hymn: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of angel choruses and contagious laughter,  

We know that you speak to us in the quiet. We know that when we bow our 

heads and fall to our knees, you are there, hovering close, calling our names. 

However, we also trust that when we throw our heads back in laughter, when 

we dance and clap with joy, when we skip and sing with gratitude, that even 

there, you are speaking. So on this Sunday morning we pray: open our ears 

and hearts to hear what it is that you are saying. Meet us in this joy. Meet us 

in this delight. Meet us in the hope of this Christmas season and reveal the 

wisdom we need to hear today. With hearts full of gratitude, we come to 

you. We laugh. We listen. We pray. Amen. 
 

LESSON ONE – LISTEN FOR JOY:  

Matthew 2:10 & Psalm 148 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights! 

Praise God, and all God’s angels. Praise God, sun and moon; praise 

God, all you shining stars! 

Praise to the highest heavens and waters above the heavens! Let all praise 

the name of the Lord, for God commanded and they were created.  

God established them forever and ever; God fixed their bounds, which 

cannot be passed.  

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, 

snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Wild animals and all 

cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! Young 

men and women alike, old and young together! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for God’s name alone is exalted; 

God’s glory is above earth and heaven. 

Praise for all God’s faithful people. Praise the Lord! 
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HYMN 
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LESSON TWO – LISTEN FOR JOY:  

Psalm 126:1-3; Isaiah 55:12-13 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for 

them.” The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. For you shall 

go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before 

you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall 

come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 

everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

HYMN  



8 
 
 

 

 



9 
 
 

 

LESSON THREE – LISTEN FOR JOY:  

Romans 12:12 & Jeremiah 29:11-13 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. For surely I 

know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans to prosper you and not 

for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and 

come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find 

me; if you seek me with all your heart.  

 

BAPTISM MESSAGE  

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the minister at 

the font. The assembly is seated. 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 

through the sacrament of baptism… 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Chloe and pray for her in her new 

life in Christ?  

Response: We do. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors and parents. 
 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors, parents, and assembly. 
 

People of God, do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 

 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.  

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks & praise… 
 

BAPTISM  
 

PRESENTATION OF CANDLE TO SPONSORS  

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the 

light of life.  
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative 

and redeeming word to all the world. 
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BAPTISM HYMN 
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PEACE 

As we heard in our third lesson from Isaiah, we shall go out in joy and be led 

back in peace. This is the good news of Christ. The good news that became 

flesh and lived among us. The good news that brings us hope, peace, joy, 

and love – not only during the season of Christmas, but always. As a 

reminder of this good news, and as a reminder of this peace, let us share our 

peace with one another. May the peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Let us offer our gifts today as a response to God’s good news of great joy for 

all people.  

 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home 

 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home
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FFERING PRAYER 

God of all goodness,  

By your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and 

bless these gifts. May they be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness 

for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

With-us God, we live in a fragile world. If we’re honest, we come to this 

table today with the taste of uncertainty on our tongues. We come carrying 

our anxiety. We come asking for guidance. We come filled with all of life’s 

“what-ifs.” But you do not disregard our fear. You do not brush it under the 

rug or call us foolish. You do not ignore the realities in front of us. Instead, 

you meet us here. You remind us that we are not alone. You surround us 

with people who love us. You show us where we are strong. You walk 

beside us. You give us a new song to sing. As we come to this table, pour 

out your Spirit on this bread and cup. Remind us that even in an uncertain 

world, you are on the move. Living even here, in the Words that Jesus said.   
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

God meets us in in the bread and wine, but that is not the only place. God 

meets us in the night—before the sun rises, before there are answers, before 

there is closure. God meets us in the light—where joy is effervescent, where 

laughter is contagious, where icicles shimmer in frigid sunbeams. God meets 

us in between—in falling snow where sky and earth touch, where winter 

forests lean into frozen fields, on the edge of faith. This is why good news is 

louder than fear; God meets us everywhere. Here hope takes on flesh in 

bread and wine. Come, taste and see this good news, given and shed for you.  
 

LAMB OF GOD (page 154) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb 

of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God,  

In this meal you shared with us your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the 

body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises 

will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 

toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior.  

Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

You are the shepherds telling the story. 

We tell it in the streets and across the land. 

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 

We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 

You are the angels announcing peace. 

We live with joy and go now in peace. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN  
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DISMISSAL Go in joy. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From A Sanctified Art 2025. 
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Thank You, Louie Reissman for the beautiful Christmas Tree!   
 

Welcome to all! Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones. 
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John and thank you for joining us! You are 

welcome to sign our registry in the narthex.  
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to Christ’s Table.  
 

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, please contact St. John (715) 675-6950 

If you or a loved one is in the hospital and would like a visit from Pastor Maggie, please 

contact St. John.   
 

Baptism - Today we celebrate the Baptism of Chloe Margaret Dellenbach. She is the 

daughter of Michael & Kimberly Dellenbach. Chloe was born on December 28th, 2023. 

Chloe’s sponsors are Kelly Meverden and Daniel Dellenbach. May God’s blessings be 

with Chloe throughout her life. 
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given 

to a local food pantry.  Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Friday, January 2nd 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Winter Youth Night for all 

middle & high school students! Pizza dinner at 5:00 p.m. followed by lots 

of fun: Broomball Outside (bring boots & warm clothes), Church Scavenger 

Hunt, Taylor Swift vs Lamentations Trivia, Minute-To-Win-It Games, Ice 

Cream Social, Movie vs Gaming vs Board Games!  
 

Noisy offering! The 2nd Sunday of the month! Next Noisy offering: 

Sunday, January 11th bring your coins (bills also accepted       ).  

Money will be raised and donated quarterly. This noisy offering will go to: 

Community Dinners for the Houseless.   
 

Sunday, January 11 at 10:15 a.m. Town Hall meeting - Meeting to 

discuss name change. 
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Monday, January 12th at 6:30 p.m. Adult Study will discuss Chapters 

9:17 – 14 of the Gospel of Luke. 
 

Monday, January 26th at 6:30 Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will discuss 

Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus.  
 

Kwik Trip Gift Cards Sign-up in the Fellowship Hall or on our 

website! Help support St. John when buying groceries, gas, or getting your 

car washed at Kwik Trip! https://stjohnwausau.org/fundraising/ 

 
Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Lutheran Church 

service or event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio 

recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the 

back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion 

will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  

Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you 

do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them 

participate. 
 

Coming This Week @ St. John December 28th – January 4th   

        Today - Sunday, December 28th  

9:00 a.m.     Worship 

                    No Sunday School 

                    Tuesday, December 30th            

9:00 a.m.     Pastors Meeting 

        Wednesday, December 31st     

                    No Quilters Meeting 

                    No Confirmation Class 

                    Thursday, January 1st    

                    Church Closed – Happy New Year 

        Sunday, January 4th         

9:00 a.m.     Worship 

                    No Sunday School  

11:30 am     Bells Practice  

  

https://stjohnwausau.org/fundraising/

