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CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING DIALOGUE

Blessed be the Holy Trinity * one God, who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

The good news of the gospel is:

manna in the desert, water turned into wine, love after loss, forgiveness after pain.
The good news of the gospel is:

release for the captive, hope for the hopeless, mourning turned to dancing,
and strangers turned to friends.

So come on in. There’s no time to waste! This surprising good news is here for you.
Let us worship this good-news God.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

You may have heard, “All is fair in love and war,” or “An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.” But God says, “Forgive seventy times seven.” God says, “I am
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” God says, “Turn the other cheek.”
God’s mercy catches us by surprise. So with wonder and gratitude, let us go to
God in prayer. Let us be surprised by God’s grace all over again. Let us pray:
Loving God, somewhere along the way we picked up the message that in
order to be faithful, we have to be serious. We have to pray on our knees
without ceasing. We have to be somber in worship and quiet in our studies.
We have to check our wiggles and our questions at the door. But then you
say the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed—unruly and untamed. You
turn water into wine—surprising and extravagant. And all of a sudden, we
wonder: Can we be like that mustard seed? Can we be faithful and unruly?
Can we be playful and curious? Can we be messy and still be yours? We
know the answer already. The Spirit whispers: of course, of course, of
course. Forgive our doubt. Pull us closer into your embrace. With faith like a
mustard seed, we pray. Amen.

God’s grace is wild and unruly. God’s mercy is abundant and surprising. God’s
love is expansive and unending. So if you ask, “Holy One, am I forgiven?” the
answer is and always will be: of course, of course, of course. This is the good
news of the gospel. Thanks be to God! Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN
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Text: Juhn Bowring, 17921872
Music: RATHBUN, Tthamar Conkey, 1815-1867



GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also, with you.

Holy One, it is easy to see the mustard plant and forget to marvel at the seed. It is
easy to taste good wine and not appreciate it. It is easy to miss the holy that is in
our midst. So as we turn to your text today, we pray, surprise us. Speak to us.
Move through us. Draw us closer to your good news. We wait with bated breath.
Amen.

READING: Gospel of John 2:1-11

2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the

wedding. * When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have
no wine.” * And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to me and to
you? My hour has not yet come.” 3 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever
he tells you.” ® Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill
the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. ® He said to them, “Now
draw some out, and take it to the person in charge of the banquet.” So they took
it.  When the person in charge tasted the water that had become wine and did not
know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew),
that person called the bridegroom '* and said to him, “Everyone serves the good
wine first and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you
have kept the good wine until now.” !! Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana
of Galilee and revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

The Gospel of The Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Psalm 34:1-8

I will bless the Lord at all times; God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt God’s name together.

I sought the Lord, and God answered me and delivered me from all my
fears.

Look to God, and be radiant, so your faces shall never be ashamed.

This poor soul cried and was heard by the Lord and was saved from every
trouble.

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear God and delivers them.
O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in
God.

Spirit, Open My Heart
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and in giv - ing. Spir - it, pen my heart.



GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; ** it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

The Gospel of The Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

For the Fruit of All Creation
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2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is  done.

For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won -ders that as-toundus, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to  God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 19032000
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text @ 1970 Hope Pubhishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid hicense from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs. Responding to “in your mercy,” with “receive our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
In a world hungry for good news, God invites us to share in something good. Let
us offer our gifts, trusting God to make it more than enough.

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home
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GIVE THANKS

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks
because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his
Son. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “I am
strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious and Generous God,

We are amazed by the good gifts you bestow in abundance. Thank you for food
that sustains us on our journey. Thank you for the company of saints to whom we
are joined. Thank you for giving us your work to do on earth. We offer back to
you a portion of all that we have received, setting down our baskets in celebration
of your greatest gift, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

PREFACE & GREAT THANKSGIVING

With-us God, it is right, and it is good, to give you thanks and praise. In this
Lenten season, we come carrying dust and questions, longings and laments.

We come having heard so much bad news that our hearts ache for something true,
something steady, something good. So tell us something good, O God. Tell us
again the story of love that refuses to let us go. Tell us again of manna in the
wilderness, of water from the rock, of mercy that meets us on the road. Tell us
the good news that sounds like welcome and feels like home. For when the world
feels harsh and divided, you draw near. When hope feels fragile, you remain
faithful. When we wander, you do not abandon us. Instead, you send us Jesus.

In him, we see the good news alive in the world—love embodied, mercy made
flesh, hope refusing to die. So remind us that you are still on the move, living
even here, in the words that Jesus said.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Beloved of God, in this season of Lent, of ashes and honest prayers, we come
hungry for good news. So hear this: The good news of Jesus Christ meets us
where we are. It sounds like laughter breaking through fear and feels like mercy
meeting us on every path we take. Here, at God’s table, the good news takes on
flesh. Here, at God’s table, there is a seat for the weary, for the aching, for those
who long for peace, for hope, for joy. Here, at God’s table, there is always
something good. So come and taste the good news, for it really is good news,
alive in this bread, alive in this cup, alive among us still.
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COMMUNION HYMNS

What Feast of Love
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What feastof love 15  of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
What light of truth is  of - fered here, what cov - ¢ - nant  from heav - en?
What wineof love 115  of - fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is  giv - en?
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This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king. the sun come down from heav - en.

This, this is Christ the king. the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, ose, b, 193%
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballal, 16th cent.
Text @ 19493 Delores Dufner G5B, Published by OCP Publications. All nights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright adminisirator,
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Lord, Be Glorified
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2 In  our somg, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
3 In  your <church, Lord, be glo-n - fied, be glo-n - fied:
4 In  your world, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri- fied;
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in my life,  Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in our song, Lord, be glo-n - fied to - day.
in your church, Lord, be glo-r - fied to - day.
in your world, Lord, be  glo-ri- fied to - day.

Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b, 1952
Music: BE GLORIFIED, Bob Kilpainck
Text and music @ 1978 Bob Kilpatnck Music, assigned 1998 1o The Lorenz Corporation. All nights reserved,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Embodied God,
At your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts

open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch
the world with your love. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING

As you leave this place, when you meet anger, speak with love.

When you meet fear, speak with hope.

When you meet pain, speak with gentleness.

But no matter what, speak this good news.

For the good news of the gospel is love and justice for all.

It is joy that surprises, and nonviolence that transforms.

The good news of the gospel is alive in the world, so go forth speaking.
For if you won’t, then who will?

Thanks be to God—Father, * son, and Holy Spirit for this good, good news.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

The Glory of These Forty Days
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fast - ing, came the steeds and char - 1 - ots of flame.
friend, be - came the her - ald of Mes - &1 - ah’s name.
with  your grace, and give us joy to see your face.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt,
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, 1. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1343
Outside USA: Text from The English Hvmnal, © Oxford University Press 1906, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright adminisirator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God.
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From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 All rights reserved. From A Sanctified Art 2026 Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A
Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.

Welcome to all! Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John Immanuel and thank you for joining us! You are
welcome to sign our registry in the narthex.

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to Christ’s Table.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, or if you or a loved one is in the hospital and
would like a visit from Pastor Maggie, please contact St. John Immanuel (715) 675-6950

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to
a local food pantry. Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Noisy offering! The 2"! Sunday of the month! Next Noisy offering: Sunday,
March 8" bring your coins (bills also accepted ).

Money will be raised and donated quarterly. This noisy offering will go to:
Community Dinners for those in need. Did you know St. John Immanuel hosts
three Community Dinners a year and each one costs approximately $1,300. Your
donations help serve a very real need in our community! If you are a Thrivent
member, you may be eligible to apply for a $250 Thrivent Action Team card
which can go directly towards our community dinners. Please see Connie Nowak
if you can help!

Join us for Lent! Lenten dinners will be served from 5-6 pm. Worship starts at
6:30.

Please note: Any money that is raised from the Lenten Dinners will go towards
community outreach support, such as community dinners and the Marty Bus

Sunday, February 22" at 10:15 a.m. — St. John Annual Cemetery
Association Meeting

Monday, February 23" at 6:30 — Adult Study — Luke 14-19:27

Chair Yoga: February 28™ all starting at 10:00 a.m. at St. John Immnauel! A
free event, donations are accepted for St. John Immanuel Youth.
15




Sunday, March 1% at 10:15 a.m. — Advance Funeral Planning by Helke &
Brainard in the Fellowship Hall after worship

Monday, March 9™ at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will discuss The
Correspondent by Virginia Evans.

Kwik Trip Gift Cards Sign-up in the Fellowship Hall or on our website! Help
support St. John Immanuel with Kwik Trip gift cards!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter a St. John Immanuel Lutheran
Church service or event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or
live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church
is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot where
it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being
recorded and live streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain
from having them participate.




Coming This Week @ St. John Immanuel February 22" — March 1%
Today - Sunday, February 22"

9:00 a.m.  Worship

10:15 a.m. Coffee Hour / Sunday School — Elijah & the Widow
Monday, February 2374

6:30 p.m.  Adult Study — Gospel of Luke — Chapters 14 — 19:27
Wednesday, February 25%

8:30 a.m.  Quilters Meet

5:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner

6:30 p.m.  Lenten Worship — Confirmation - Mandatory Attendance
Thursday, February 26"

5:30 p.m.  Bells Practice — come try the bells! No experience needed.
Sunday, March 15

9:00 a.m.  Worship

10:15 a.m. Coffee Hour / Sunday School — Jonah & The Big Fish
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