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Celebration of Life for 

John Lewis Rakow 

December 17, 1943 — March 20, 2026 
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St. John Immanuel Lutheran Church Wausau, WI 

Thursday, March 26, 2026 

11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

Reverend Maggie Westaby, Presiding 

Linda Graveen, Organist 

 
 

P: Pastor; C: Congregation; A: All 
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PROCESSIONAL  
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BELLS – 3 rings 

 

WELCOME 

 

GREETING 

P: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all 

mercy and the God of all consolation. God comforts us in all our sorrows 

so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we 

ourselves have received from God.  

C: Thanks be to God.  

P: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.  

 We were buried therefore with him by Baptism into death, so that as  

 Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might  

 live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we  

 shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray.  O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today, 

John, our brother in Christ.  We thank you for giving him to us to know 

and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.  In your unlimited 

compassion, console us who mourn.  Help us so we may see in death the 

gate to eternal life, and guide us so that we may continue our course on 

earth in confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those who 

have gone before us.  This we pray through your son, Jesus Christ our 

risen Lord.   

A: Amen. 
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READING: Psalm 23 Read by Terry Kohlwey  

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in 

green pastures: he leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul: he 

leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for you 

are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me.  You prepare a table 

before me in the presence of my enemies: you anoint my head with oil; my 

cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 

life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

READING: 2nd Timothy 4:6-8 Read by Wally Binder 

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my 

departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight; I have finished the race; I 

have kept the faith. 8 From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, 

and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  

The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

EULOGY  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

Be Still, My Soul  
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-6 

P: The Gospel according to John.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 

in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not 

so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 

so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the 

place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am 

the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
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AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH 

P: God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living  

 together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

A: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in  

 one communion, in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 Give to your whole Church in heaven and earth your light and your peace.  

    God of grace.  

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection  

 may die to sin and rise to newness of life and that through the grave and  

 gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. God of  

    grace. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith,  

 that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our  

 days. God of grace. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed  

 from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind. God of grace. 
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C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting  

 all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of your love. God  

    of grace. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have  

 strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope,  

 and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love. God of  

    grace. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe  

 and trust in the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the  

 resurrection of life everlasting. God of grace. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Grant us grace to entrust John to your never-failing love that sustained  

 him in this life.  Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember  

 him according to the favor you bear for your people. God of grace. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life  

 and immortality to light.  We give you thanks because by his death Jesus  

 destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection has opened the  

 kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that because he lives  

 we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor  

 things to come shall be able to separate us from your love which is in  

 Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and forever. 

A: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Let us pray with confidence the prayer our Lord has given us. 

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

 our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  

 us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMENDATION  

P: Let us commend John Lewis Rakow to the mercy of God, our maker and 

redeemer. Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant.   

 Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb   

 of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  We release him into   

 the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into 

the glorious company of the saints in light. 

 A: Amen. 
 

BELLS – 3 rings 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BLESSING 

May you be filled with peace, knowing John is in God’s embrace. 

May you be filled with hope, knowing in Christ, resurrection is birthed. 

And may you be filled with love, love flowing from the Holy Spirit.  

In the name of the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN 
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An Invitation is extended to you by the family for a luncheon at St. John 

Immanuel.  

Our Deepest Sympathy.  The members of St. John Immanuel want to 

extend our sympathy to the family and friends of John Lewis Rakow. May 

the good news, that Christ was victorious over death, preparing a place for 

all who believe in him, comfort and reassure you. Through faith we know 

that our brother, John lives now and forever with our Lord and that one day 

we will be united with all our loved ones who have died and are now with 

our Lord. 


