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CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING DIALOGUE  

Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen. 

If you need good news, 

settle into this space. We have good news to share. 

If you need a word of hope, 

then trust us when we say, there is hope enough to go around. 

If you need a glimmer of joy, 

then you’re in luck! We have resilient joy abounding. 

If you need to feel God’s presence in your midst,  

then know that this is God’s house.  

This is the good news of the gospel. 

God is here. Love is real. Joy is on the move. Let us worship our with-us 

God! 

 

CONFESSION 

Friends, we are like the disciples. The day that Jesus fed 5,000, his disciples could 

not imagine a solution to the crowd’s hunger. They told Jesus to send the crowds 

away. We often do the same. Like the disciples, we try to follow Jesus around, 

but when we run into issues, we often cannot imagine how we could play a part. 

That is why we need the Prayer of Confession. For in this prayer, we remember 

that we can make a difference. So friends, join me in this moment of truth telling. 

Join me in prayer: 

Holy God, with you the impossible is possible. 5,000 can be fed. The blind 

can see. The hopeless can find hope. With you the impossible is possible, but 

we are quick to forget that. We look at our hurting world and tell ourselves 

that nothing can be done. We forget that you empowered the disciples to feed 

the crowd. We forget that you are always with us. Forgive our small-minded 

ways. Forgive us for doubting that change could ever come. But even more 

so, forgive us when we refuse to be a part of it. With hope for a better 

tomorrow we pray. Amen.  
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FORGIVENESS 

Family of faith, no matter how many mistakes the disciples made, Jesus still 

washed their feet. Jesus still fed them. Jesus still called them beloved. The same is 

true for you and me, so hear and believe this good news: today is a new day, and 

once again, we belong to God. We are forgiven. We are called. We are not alone. 

What good, good news.  

Amen! 

 

GATHERING HYMN  

 
 



4 
 

 

GREETING  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also, with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, we could press our ear to the page, hoping to hear you more clearly. 

We could silence all the alarms and notifications, hoping to catch a murmur of 

your voice. We could still our beating hearts, and still we might miss your voice. 

So today we pray, open up space in our hearts, in our spirits, in our minds, to feel 

your presence among us. With you, anything is possible. We believe. Help our 

unbelief.  

Amen 

 

READING: Ephesians 3:20-21 
20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Word of God. Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 145  
 I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; God’s greatness is unsearchable.  

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. 

The Lord is good to all, and God’s compassion is over all that God has made. 

The Lord is faithful in all words and gracious in all deeds, satisfying the 

desire of every living thing. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh will bless God’s holy 

name forever and ever. 
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GOSPEL: Mark 6:32-44 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
32 And Jesus and his disciples went away in the boat to a deserted place by 

themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried 

there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, 

he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them, because they were like 

sheep without a shepherd, and he began to teach them many things. 35 When it 

grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the 

hour is now very late; 36 send them away so that they may go into the surrounding 

country and villages and buy something for themselves to eat.” 37 But he 

answered them, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him, “Are we to 

go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 And 

he said to them, “How many loaves have you? Go and see.” When they had found 

out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he ordered them to get all the people 

to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of 

hundreds and of fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 

heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to his disciples to set 

before the people, and he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And all ate and 
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were filled, 43 and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the 

fish. 44 Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.  

The Gospel of The Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & NOISY OFFERING  

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world and its needs. Responding to “in your mercy,” with “receive our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

In a world hungry for good news, God invites us to share in something good. Let 

us offer our gifts, trusting God to make it more than enough. 

 

 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home  

 

GIVE THANKS 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks 

because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his 

Son. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “I am 

strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for 

us. Give thanks! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious and Generous God, 

We are amazed by the good gifts you bestow in abundance. Thank you for food 

that sustains us on our journey. Thank you for the company of saints to whom we 

are joined. Thank you for giving us your work to do on earth. We offer back to 

you a portion of all that we have received, setting down our baskets in celebration 

of your greatest gift, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  

Amen. 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home
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PREFACE & GREAT THANKSGIVING  

With-us God, it is right, and it is good, to give you thanks and praise. In this 

Lenten season, we come carrying dust and questions, longings and laments. 

We come having heard so much bad news that our hearts ache for something true, 

something steady, something good. So tell us again the story of love that refuses 

to let us go. Tell us again of manna in the wilderness, of water from the rock, of 

mercy that meets us on the road.  Tell us the good news that sounds like welcome 

and feels like home. For when the world feels harsh and divided, you draw near. 

When hope feels fragile, you remain faithful. When we wander, you do not 

abandon us. Instead, you send us Jesus. In him, we see the good news alive in the 

world—love embodied, mercy made flesh, hope refusing to die. So remind us that 

you are still on the move, living even here, in the words that Jesus said. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Beloved of God, in this season of Lent, of ashes and honest prayers, we come 

hungry for good news. So hear this: The good news of Jesus Christ meets us 

where we are. It sounds like laughter breaking through fear and feels like mercy 

meeting us on every path we take. Here, at God’s table, the good news takes on 

flesh. Here, at God’s table, there is a seat for the weary, for the aching, for those 

who long for peace, for hope, for joy. Here, at God’s table, there is always 

something good. So come and taste the good news, for it really is good news, 

alive in this bread, alive in this cup, alive among us still.  
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LAMB OF GOD (page 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb 

of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Embodied God, 

At your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts 

open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch 

the world with your love.  

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BLESSING 

Beloved of God, in this Lenten wilderness, when resources seem scarce and hope 

feels as small as two loaves and five fish, may you remember this good news: 

With God, the impossible is possibility waiting to unfold. 

May God take the fragments of your fear, the limits of your strength, the 

questions that echo in your heart—and turn them into grace upon grace. 

When you cannot see a way forward, may you trust the hands of Christ, knowing 

in these hands love multiplies, mercy overflows, five thousand are fed, and there 

are baskets left over. 

Go into these Lenten days trusting that the God who makes a feast in the 

wilderness is making a way in you. 

In the name of the Creator, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. One God.  

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  

 
DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 All rights reserved. From A Sanctified Art 2026 Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A 

Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 
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Welcome to all! Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones. 
 

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John Immanuel and thank you for joining us! You are 

welcome to sign our registry in the narthex.  
 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday.  All are welcome to Christ’s Table.  
 

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, or if you or a loved one is in the hospital and 

would like a visit from Pastor Maggie, please contact St. John Immanuel (715) 675-6950 
 

Food Basket.  Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to 

a local food pantry.  Place your gift in the Shopping Cart next to the main entrance.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Noisy offering! The 2nd Sunday of the month! Next Noisy offering: Sunday, 

April 12th bring your coins (bills also accepted       ).  

Money will be raised and donated quarterly  
 

Join us for Lent! Lenten dinners will be served from 5-6 pm. Worship starts at 

6:30. *Any money that is raised from the Lenten Dinners will go towards 

community outreach support, such as community dinners and the Marty Bus 
 

Monday, March 9th at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Maggie’s Book Club will discuss The 

Correspondent by Virginia Evans.  
 

Thursday, March 12th at 6:00 p.m. - Church Council Meeting – The council 

will be meeting this month at the above time. The meeting is open to all who 

would like to attend.   
 

Wednesday, March 18 at the Grand Theater at 5:15 p.m. will be a free Social 

Media safety program for youth and families. Register online 

at https://www.grandtheater.org/  
 

Sunday, March 29th at 10:15 a.m. - Annual Easter Egg Hunt - All children 

are welcome!  Weather permitting, the egg hunt will be outdoors so please dress 

accordingly. 

 
 

https://www.grandtheater.org/
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Saturday, April 4th, 1pm - 2:30pm Easter Escape Room - Last year's game 

focused on the crucifixion. This year we're "Finding the Resurrected Christ!" 

Players will answer Bible study questions and decode mystery messages about 

John 20 in an effort to discover the secret lock combination that will unlock the 

vault!  But BEWARE!  Answering questions incorrectly will force players to 

complete various team-building detour challenges!  For middle and high school 

students. Sign-up in the Narthex.  
 

Monday, April 27th at 6:00 p.m. – Adult Study class will discuss Luke 19:27-

24 
 

Mission Trip to Duluth, MN Sunday, July 12th – Friday July 17th  

Grades 6th – 12th 

 

Wednesday, July 15 - Sunday, July 19th  Women of the ELCA Triennial 

Gathering in Des Moines. Sign up by April 15. Contact Marilynn at 920-362-

5746 or marilynn.quirk@gmail.com. More information posted in the Narthex.  
 

Every Second Saturday of the month @ 8:00 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study at  

LC’s Restaurant in Marathon WI – 304 Main St. Marathon City, WI 54448 – See 

Eugene Dehnel for details.  
 

Immanuel History Task Force – We are seeking individuals who are interested 

in preserving the history of Immanuel and helping determine what historical 

information will be shared on our website and at St. John. If you are 

interested, please let Pastor Maggie or Ann Ohrmundt know. 
 

Save the Date - Mark your calendar for Sunday, May 31, to celebrate our 

church's 160th anniversary. The theme will be "Celebrating Our Past, Present, 

and Future". Watch for more details next month! 
 

June 4–6: Synod Assembly in Oshkosh. We have space for one more delegate 

to attend. If you are interested, please let Pastor Maggie know. Registration is 

now open! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:marilynn.quirk@gmail.com
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Holy Week 2026 
 

Thursday, April 2nd at 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday & First Communion Worship 

Service.  
 

Friday, April 3rd at 6:30 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 5th 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship Services.  

 9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast. Sign up is in the Narthex for Easter Breakfast.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

Kwik Trip Gift Cards Sign-up in the Fellowship Hall or on our website! Help 

support St. John Immanuel with Kwik Trip gift cards!  
 

Live Streaming and Photography Notice.  When you enter a St. John Immanuel Lutheran Church service or 

event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur.  If you prefer 

not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will 

typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.  Parents, please note our children’s 

sermons are being recorded and live streamed.  If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from 

having them participate. 

 

Coming This Week @ St. John Immanuel March 8th - March 15th  

        Today - Sunday, March 8th    

9:00 a.m.     Worship – Noisy Offering – Bring your coins        

10:15 a.m.   Coffee Hour / Sunday School – The Wedding Banquet 

                    Monday, March 9th  

6:30 p.m.     Book Club – “The Correspondent” By Virginia Evans 

                    Tuesday, March 10th  

9:00 a.m.     All Conference Pastor’s Meeting  

                    Wednesday, March 11th      

8:30 a.m.     Quilters Meet 

5:00 p.m.     Lenten Dinner 

6:30 p.m.     Lenten Worship – Confirmation - Mandatory Attendance 

                    Thursday, March 12th  

5:30 p.m.     Bells Practice – Come try the bells! No experience needed. 

6:00 p.m.     Church Council Meeting 

        Sunday, March 15th            

9:00 a.m.     Worship 

10:15 a.m.   Coffee Hour / Sunday School – The Transfiguration 


