Sunday, June 28" 2026
5t Sunday After Pentecost

9:00 a.m.
St. John Immanuel Lutheran Church
Reverend Maggie Westaby DN
5304 N 44t Ave | Office: (715) 675-6950
Wausau, Wisconsin 54401 ELCA Office Hours:
Web Address: stjohnwausau.org Monday 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com Tuesday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Email: stjohnwausau@gmail.com Thursday 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.



mailto:pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com
mailto:stjohnwausau@gmail.com

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

In this season after Pentecost, we give thanks for God's Spirit at work among us.
Signs of God's abundance surround us—fields growing green, gardens flourishing,
trees offering shade, and the long days of summer filled with life. Yet even amid
such beauty and blessing, we can lose sight of God's presence and forget to trust in
God's care. Let us turn to God for forgiveness, grace, and renewal.

Gracious God, you are the giver of every good gift and your Spirit is always
at work among us. Yet we confess that we do not always recognize your
blessings. Forgive us when we take your gifts for granted. Forgive us when
worry overshadows gratitude, when busyness distracts us from your
presence, and when we fail to share your love with our neighbors. Renew us
by your Spirit. Open our hearts to your grace, our eyes to your goodness, and
our lives to your service. In gratitude we pray. Amen.

Siblings in Christ, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel: God is gracious
and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. Through Jesus Christ + all your sins
are forgiven. The Holy Spirit continues to renew and strengthen you, bearing fruit

in your lives for the sake of the world.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

GATHERING HYMN



All Are Welcome
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God,

In the waters of baptism you have claimed us as your beloved children, freed us
from the power of sin and death, and joined us to the life of your Son, Jesus

Christ. Send us forth to welcome Christ wherever he comes to us—in the stranger,
the prophet, the righteous, and the little ones of this world. Give us courage to bear
faithful witness to your truth and compassion to offer even a cup of cold water in
your name. In Christ we pray.

Amen.

READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9

> The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, ¢ and the
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the
words that you have prophesied and bring back to this place from Babylon the
vessels of the house of the Lord and all the exiles. ” But listen now to this word
that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. ® The prophets
who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and
pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. ? As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known
that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18

Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will proclaim
your faithfulness.

For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; you have
set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn an oath to David my
servant:

‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your throne for all
generations.’”



Happy are the people who know the festal shout! They walk, O Lord, in the light
of your presence.

They rejoice daily in your name; they are jubilant in your righteousness.
For you are the glory of their strength, and by your favor our might is exalted.
Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; our king to the Holy One of Israel.
Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God

Romans 6:12-23
2Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. '* No
longer present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present
your members to God as instruments of righteousness. '* For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace?
By no means! ® Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? !” But thanks be to
God that you who were slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the
form of teaching to which you were entrusted '® and that you, having been set free
from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. °I am speaking in human terms
because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.

20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. 2! So what fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now
are ashamed? The end of those things is death. * But now that you have been
freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to sanctification, and
the end is eternal life. 2* For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing  for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] *° “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. *! Whoever welcomes a prophet in
the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the
righteous, *? and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”
The Gospel of The Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
We Are Called (ELW 720) No Image available



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Every gift we offer, whether large or small, becomes part of God's work among
us. Together, our generosity creates space for worship, service, care, and
community. In gratitude for all God has given us, let us bring our offerings.

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home

GIVE THANKS

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks
because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his
Son. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “I am
strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

We offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.


https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Friends in Christ, the table is ready. In these long days of summer, we are
surrounded by signs of God's goodness—the warmth of the sun, the beauty of
growing things, and the light that lingers into the evening. So too, Christ's light
shines upon us, welcoming us with grace and nourishing us with love as abundant
as a summer day. All are welcome here to this table of grace. Come as you are—
from places of joy and places of weariness. From seasons of growth and seasons
of uncertainty. Here, Christ gathers us as one, feeds us with mercy, and sends us
forth to reflect God's light in the world. Come for the feast is ready.

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have

N

sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.



COMMUNION HYMNS

For the Bread Which You Have Broken
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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In  his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE. Charles C. Converse. 1832-1918
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God,

You meet us in the beauty of creation, at this table of grace, and every single
place. We thank you for this bread of life and cup of blessing, signs of your
presence among us. Send us forth renewed and strengthened, carrying your peace
into troubled places, your compassion into hurting hearts, and your joy into the
everyday rhythms of life. Keep us mindful of your presence in every season and
every step of our journey. In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Beloved children of God, you have been claimed in the waters of baptism,

freed from the power of sin and death and joined to the life of Christ.

May the Holy Spirit strengthen you to welcome Christ in friend and stranger, to
serve the little ones with compassion, and to share God's mercy with all you meet.
May our Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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Text: Delores Dulner, ose, b, 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD. atir. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text @ 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All nghts reserved.
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DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 All rights reserved.

13



Welcome to all! Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John Immanuel and thank you for joining us! You
are welcome to sign our registry in the narthex.

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to Christ’s Table.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, or if you or a loved one is in the hospital and
would like a visit from Pastor Maggie, please contact St. John Immanuel (715) 675-6950

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to
a local food pantry. Place your gift in the Shopping Cart.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday. July 6" Church Closed in observance of 4th of July

Sunday, July 12" — Friday July 17" Mission Trip to Duluth, MN Youth Mission
Thank you to everyone who has sponsored our youth to Duluth! Until we leave, all
proceeds from coffee hour will continue to go towards the Mission Trip to Duluth.

Sunday, July 12" Noisy offering! Bring your coins (bills also accepted & ).

This noisy offering will go to: “Fuel For the Future — has a mission to raise money to
help with weekend food insecurities for over 4,400 kids in Marathon County along with
paying off school lunch debt which is projected to reach $30,000 for the Wausau School
District. This fundraiser works closely with Blessings In A Backpack™ -

Noisy offering will be the 2" Sunday of the month. Money will be donated quarterly.

Sunday, July 26" at 10:00 am. St. Peter Lutheran Church (Hamburg) and Trinity
Lutheran Church (Stettin) are holding an Outdoor Sunday Service at Trinity Church
(232280 N. 120" Ave., Stettin) on Sunday, July 26" at 10:00 am. Chairs will be set-up,
but you are welcomed to bring your own lawn chair. There will be an outdoor cookout
following the service. You are invited to come join in the service and the fellowship
following. Thank You. -St. Peter & Trinity Church.
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Parking Lot Update: Thank you to everyone who participated in our parking lot
discussions. The congregation overwhelmingly approved Option 4: rebuilding all
existing parking lots and adding the westward expansion. More details can be found in
the Summer Newsletter, available in the Narthex, online, and via email. As we move
forward, we invite households to consider pledging $1 per day toward this project. We
recognize that some can give more and others less, and we trust God to provide through
the generosity of this congregation. Thank you for helping create a safe and welcoming
space for all. Donations may be made using Parking Lot envelopes (request them by
completing the gold form in your mailbox) or through Vanco on our website by selecting
the Parking Lot fund. Please Note: This is a very large project for the church and as a
Council we're doing our due diligence to ensure we serve the congregation, steward our
funds, and protect the church as a whole. If you have specific questions or concerns I'm
happy to bring them to the Council for you or you are more than welcome to join a
Council meeting.

Do vou like Texas Roadhouse? Enjoy a meal on a Sunday and earn money back to
St. John Immanuel! Bring our church bulletin, turn it into your server, and St. John
Immanuel will receive 10% back from your food sales!

Kwik Trip Gift Cards Sign-up in the Fellowship Hall or on our website! Help
support St. John Immanuel with Kwik Trip gift cards!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter St. John Immanuel
Lutheran Church, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio
recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the
back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion
will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.
Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you
do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them
participate.
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Coming This Week @ St. John Immanuel June 28" — July 5t

Today — Sunday, June 28"
9:00 am. Sunday Worship
10:15 am. **Coffee Hour
Saturday, July 4™
Happy Independence Day!!
Sunday, July 5*
9:00 am. Sunday Worship
10:15 am. **Coffee Hour
** Note All proceeds from coffee hour will go towards the youth Mission trip to Duluth.
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