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9:00 a.m.
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WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Yet
we do not always trust God's care, and we carry burdens that leave us weary in
body, mind, and spirit. Let us turn to God, whose mercy is new every morning.
Gracious God, we confess that we do not always trust your care. We grow
weary with worry, burden ourselves with resentment, and struggle to do the
good you call us to do. Forgive us when we turn inward instead of toward you
and our neighbors. Refresh us by your mercy, renew us by your Spirit, and
lead us in the way of your peace. Amen.

Siblings in Christ, hear the good news: Jesus says, "Come to me, all you who are
weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest." Through Jesus Christ

* your sins are forgiven. Freed by God's grace and strengthened by the Holy
Spirit, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

GATHERING HYMN



Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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I O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee: come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed. here thy seed is du - ly sown:
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine:
5 Speak, O God,and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;

let

my soul,where it

is

how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o'er
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav'’n on ecarth must be.

plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,

me  shine

may | un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh. how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit- ful un-to life in me.
as  my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows: here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious and generous God,

Your Word falls upon us like rain upon thirsty ground, bringing life where there
was dryness and hope where there was despair. As your grace is scattered like
seed across the fields of our lives, prepare us to receive your gifts with open hearts
and steadfast faith. Soften the soil of our hearts, root us deeply in your love, and
nurture in us the fruit of faith, hope, and love. Through Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.

READING: Isaiah 55:10-13

19For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there
until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to
the sower and bread to the eater,'! so shall my word be that goes out from my
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.!? For you shall go out in joy and be led
back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.!® Instead of the thorn shall come
up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to

the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God

Psalm 65:9-13

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river
of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you
soften the ground and bless its increase.

You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed
with joy.

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves
with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God
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Romans 8:1-11

! Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and
of death. * For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, # so that the just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the

Spirit. > For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of
the Spirit. ® To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit
is life and peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in
the flesh cannot please God.

? But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. ' But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is
life because of righteousness. '! If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Al - le-Iu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

! That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. > And he told them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path,
and the birds came and ate them up. ° Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth
of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root,
they withered away. ” Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!” '® “Hear, then, the
parable of the sower. ! When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this
is what was sown on the path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 2! yet such a person
has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away.

22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields

nothing. ?* But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of The Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & NOISY OFFERING
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY



Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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I Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and  spring-time and har-vest,  sun. moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth. thine own dear
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pas-sions they fail not;  as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man-i - fold wit-ness  to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for  to - mor-row, bless-ings all  mine, with ten  thou-sand be - side!
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hand hath pro - vid - ed: great is thy  faith-ful-ness, Lord, un-to me.

Text: Thomas O, Chasholm, 18661960
Music: FATTHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All nghts reserved. Used by permassaon.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynight administrator,



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Everything we have is a gift from God. In this season of growth and abundance,
we return a portion of those gifts with thanksgiving, knowing that together they
become ministry, care, and welcome for others. Let us bring our offerings before
God.

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home

GIVE THANKS

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks
because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his
Son. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “I am
strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

We offer at your table the gifts of our hearts and hands. As the earth flourishes in
the warmth of summer, help us grow in faith, generosity, and service, sharing your
love so that all may know your abundant care; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Summer is a season of gathering—around family tables, neighborhood cookouts,
and celebrations with friends. Today, Christ gathers us around this table, where all
are welcomed, all are fed, and all are embraced by God's grace. Come as you are,
bringing your joys, your burdens, your hopes, and your questions. Here Christ
nourishes us with love and sends us forth to share that love with the world.

Come, for the feast is ready.
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The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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I The King of love my shep - herd s, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, but  yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with thee,  dear
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soul he lead - eth and, where the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
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I am his and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial feed -  eth
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still:  thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight: 6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth: thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: St Corumsa. Irish tune

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Abide with Me
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2 Swift to  its close  chbs out life’s  lir - tle day:
il need thy  pres - ence ev -ty pass -ing  hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at  hand 1o bless;
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O thou who chang -est not, a - hide with me.
Through cloud and  sun - shine. oh. a - bide with me,
1 tri - umph stll,  if  thou a - hide with me!
in life, in  death, @ Lord, a - kide with me.

Tent: Henry E Lyte, 17931847

Music: EVENTIDE, Williom H. Monk, 1523-1884%
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God,

You have fed us with the bread of life and refreshed us with the cup of salvation.
Strengthened by this meal, send us into the days ahead with grateful hearts and
willing hands, ready to share your love, serve our neighbors, and reflect your
goodness in all we do; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May God, our Great Creator, who sends rain to water the earth and scatters seeds
of grace fill your hearts with love and peace.

May Christ, our Bread of Life, nourish you in faith and hope.

And may the Holy Spirit root you deeply in God's love, bringing forth a harvest of
joy and light for the life of our world.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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On What Has Now Been Sown
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Text: Juohn Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 All rights reserved.
Welcome to all! Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John Immanuel and thank you for joining us! You
are welcome to sign our registry in the narthex.

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to Christ’s Table.
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Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, or if you or a loved one is in the hospital and
would like a visit from Pastor Maggie, please contact St. John Immanuel (715) 675-6950
Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to
a local food pantry. Place your gift in the Shopping Cart.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, July 26" at 10:00 am. St. Peter Lutheran Church (Hamburg) and Trinity
Lutheran Church (Stettin) are holding an Outdoor Sunday Service at Trinity Church
(232280 N. 120™ Ave., Stettin) on Sunday, July 26 at 10:00 am. Chairs will be set-up,
but you are welcomed to bring your own lawn chair. There will be an outdoor cookout
following the service. You are invited to come join in the service and the fellowship
following. Thank You. -St. Peter & Trinity Church.

August 4" — 9" Marathon County Fair Volunteers - First English Lutheran Church
(Wausau) Fair Stand is seeking Volunteers for the Marathon County Fair August 4-9.
Sign up charts are available (@ The Church. Shifts are 11-4 or 4 to close. Questions &
more information, Contact Bev or Schmidty (715 ) 573-7692

Sunday, August 9" Noisy offering! Bring your coins (bills also accepted & ).

This noisy offering will go to: “Fuel For the Future — has a mission to raise money to
help with weekend food insecurities for over 4,400 kids in Marathon County along with
paying off school lunch debt which is projected to reach $30,000 for the Wausau School
District. This fundraiser works closely with Blessings In A Backpack™ -

Noisy offering will be the 2" Sunday of the month. Money will be donated quarterly.

Parking Lot Update: Thank you to everyone who participated in our parking lot
discussions. The congregation overwhelmingly approved Option 4: rebuilding all
existing parking lots and adding the westward expansion. More details can be found in
the Summer Newsletter, available in the Narthex, online, and via email. As we move
forward, we invite households to consider pledging $1 per day toward this project. We
recognize that some can give more and others less, and we trust God to provide through
the generosity of this congregation. Thank you for helping create a safe and welcoming
space for all. Donations may be made using Parking Lot envelopes (request them by
completing the gold form in your mailbox) or through Vanco on our website by selecting
the Parking Lot fund.
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Please Note: This is a very large project for the church and as a Council, we're doing
our due diligence to ensure we serve the congregation, steward our funds, and protect
the church as a whole. If you have specific questions or concerns, I'm happy to bring
them to the Council for you or you are more than welcome to join a Council meeting.

Do you like Texas Roadhouse? Enjoy a meal on a Sunday and earn money back to
St. John Immanuel! Bring our church bulletin, turn it into your server, and St. John
Immanuel will receive 10% back from your food sales!

Kwik Trip Gift Cards Sign-up in the Fellowship Hall or on our website! Help
support St. John Immanuel with Kwik Trip gift cards!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter St. John Immanuel
Lutheran Church, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio
recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the
back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion
will typically be only on a wide shot where it may be difficult to recognize congregants.
Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live streamed. If you
do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them
participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John Immanuel July 12" — July 19™

Today — Sunday, July 12t

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship

10:15 a.m. Coffee Hour

11:30 a.m. Mission Trip Departure
Tuesday, July 14™

9:00 a.m. All Conference Pastor’s Meeting
Sunday, July 19

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship

10:15 a.m. Coffee Hour
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