Sunday, August 16" 2026
12t Sunday After Pentecost

9:00 a.m.
St. John Immanuel Lutheran Church
Reverend Maggie Westaby al>
5304 N 44" Ave s Office: (715) 675-6950
Wausau, Wisconsin 54401 E\LCPA Office Hours:
Web Address: stjohnwausau.org Monday 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
E-mail: pastor.maggie.westaby@gmail.com Thursday 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Email: stjohnwausau@gmail.com Or by appointment
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WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

As summer begins to wind down, we pause to give thanks for days of rest,
moments of joy, and signs of God's abundant care. Yet we also come with honest
hearts, knowing that we have not always trusted the One who provides, calls, and
saves us. Let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Gracious God, you have filled our lives with daily bread, yet we worry there
will not be enough. You call us to step out in faith, yet we cling to fear and
doubt. You welcome those whom others overlook, yet we have drawn lines
instead of extending your compassion. Forgive us for the ways we have
wasted opportunities to love, to serve, and to trust you. Renew our faith,
strengthen our hope, and guide our steps, that we may follow Jesus with
courage and joy. Amen.

Jesus Christ has compassion for the hungry, reaches out to those who are afraid,
welcomes all who seek his mercy, and calls each of us by name. Through Jesus
your sins are forgiven. You are fed with grace, upheld through every storm, and

sent into the world to bear witness to God's love.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

GATHERING HYMN



All Are Welcome
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of all people, you gather the outcast, welcome the stranger, and call us into
your house of prayer. Give us hearts that recognize your image in all whom you
have created, especially those whom the world overlooks or excludes. Strengthen
us with the bold faith of the Canaanite woman, that we may persist in seeking your
mercy, trust in your promises, and extend your healing love to our neighbors.
Through Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen.

READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation
will come and my deliverance be revealed. And the foreigners who join
themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be
his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my
covenant these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my
altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the
Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides
those already gathered.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God

Psalm 67

May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon
us.

Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations on earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.
May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God



Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
[Paul writes:] I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God
has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. For the gifts and the calling of God
are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received
mercy because of their disobedience, so also they have now been disobedient in
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. For God

has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL: Matthew 15:21-28

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. %2 Just then
a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy
on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 2* But he did
not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 2* He answered, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” % But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” 2 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to
the dogs.” 2’ She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
their masters’ table.” 2 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let
it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.
The Gospel of The Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY



Here | Am, Lord
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Responding to “God of grace,” with “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

We have been heard by God. Now we are invited to listen for the voices around us
and to respond. As we offer our gifts, may they become part of God's work in the
world. Whom shall God send? Let us offer ourselves and our gifts.
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home

SPECIAL MUSIC In honor of Marlene Stubbe’s birthday

GIVE THANKS

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks
because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his
Son. And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “I am
strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

OFFERING PRAYER

God of sea and sky,

You have heard your people cry, and you have not turned away. Today we offer
you our gifts as a response to your grace. Use them to bring your light into the
darkness, your mercy to those who cry out, and your love to those who wonder if
anyone hears them. As you have opened your ears to us, open our ears to one
another. Give us eyes to see those who are overlooked, hearts to receive those who
are pushed aside, and courage to respond when you call. Here we are, Lord. Send
us. Amen.


https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEVQ/home

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen.

9



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Today we come to God’s table, where Christ meets us with compassion and grace.
Here the hungry are fed with more than bread; here God’s abundance is poured
out for all. Jesus reaches across every boundary, gathers us from every place, and
invites us to know him not only with our words, but with our lives. At this table,
Christ strengthens us to step out in faith, to trust him through every storm, and to
follow wherever he leads. Come and receive God’s grace that carries you forward.

Come with your questions and your hopes, your joys and your burdens. Come, for
all are welcome at Christ’s table.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
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Come, Let Us Eat
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Abide with Me
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Through cloud and  sun - shine. oh. a - bide with me,
1 tri - umph stll,  if  thou a - hide with me!
in life, in  death, @ Lord, a - kide with me.

Tent: Henry E Lyte, 17931847
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Faithful God,

We give you thanks for meeting us at this table with abundance, mercy, and love.
You have fed us with the bread of life and strengthened us with the presence of
Christ. As you multiplied the loaves, calmed the storm, welcomed the outsider,
and called your disciples to follow, continue to shape us by your grace.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SPECIAL MUSIC In honor of Marlene Stubbe’s birthday

BLESSING

Go forth as people gathered by God’s grace.

May you carry with you the courage of a faith that speaks, the compassion of a
heart that welcomes, and the assurance that God’s mercy is wider than every
boundary we create.

May Christ lead you to those who are seeking hope, healing, and belonging, and
may the Holy Spirit strengthen you to be signs of God’s love for all people.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 All rights reserved.
Welcome to all! Please remember to silence pagers and cell phones.

To those who are visiting: Welcome to St. John Immanuel and thank you for joining us! You
are welcome to sign our registry in the narthex.

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. All are welcome to Christ’s Table.

Reminder! If you are in need of Pastoral care, or if you or a loved one is in the hospital and
would like a visit from Pastor Maggie, please contact St. John Immanuel (715) 675-6950

Food Basket. Each week you are invited to bring non-perishable grocery items to be given to
a local food pantry. Place your gift in the Shopping Cart.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Marty Bus - Community Qutreach Task Force Meal: On Friday, August 28th,

St. John Immanuel will make and serve a meal downtown from 11am-2pm to
community members in need. We need meal ingredients donated by Thursday, August
27th at Spm, volunteers to make mashed potatoes on Friday morning, and volunteers to
serve the meal. Sign-up is in the Narthex!

Confirmation Registration now open!! — Please go to our website under
Education to register for the 2026 — 2027 School year. The QR Code will take
you right to the page. https://stjiohnwausau.org/education/confirmation-classes/
Wednesday, September 2" at 6:30 p.m. - Confirmation Orientation! All first and
second year students are required to attend this informative meeting with one parent.

Sunday School Registration is now open! See our website for details!
https://stjohnwausau.org/education/sunday-school/ The QR code will take you !
right to the page.

Sunday, September 13" Rally Sunday, Blessing of the Backpacks, Revenge of the
Water Balloons & Potluck! Join us this year on Rally Sunday for a fun filled Worship
Service & Fellowship. Bring a favorite dish to pass! Sign-up in the Narthex!
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Sunday, September 27" WORSHIP IS @ 10 AM! Chili Dinner & Raffle to

follow. Sign-up in the Narthex for chili donations needed. We are also in need of raffle
donations. Please bring your donations early to help boost ticket sales. Make sure to
check out the beautiful quilt hanging in the Narthex. Will you be the lucky winner at the
raffle? Please bring all donations to St. John's on or before Sunday, September 6"

Ticket sales will start Sunday, September 13 (Rally Sunday). Any questions, please call
or text Linda Graveen 715-573-7739.

Endowment Fund - Is there an item for St. John Immanuel that would be useful to
many? Is there a wonderful St. John Immanuel group/committee that could benefit from
additional funds to continue their ministry? Endowment Fund Grant Request Forms for
2026 are available in the narthex . Please submit to the church office between August 1,
2026 and September 30, 2026. The total amount available this year is $7,442.00. All
requests will be reviewed and approved disbursements will be made after October 1,
2026. Please contact Patti Busche if you have any questions.

Parking Lot Update: Thank you to everyone who participated in our parking lot
discussions. The congregation overwhelmingly approved Option 4: rebuilding all
existing parking lots and adding the westward expansion. More details can be found in
the Summer Newsletter, available in the Narthex, online, and via email. As we move
forward, we invite households to consider pledging $1 per day toward this project. We
recognize that some can give more and others less, and we trust God to provide through
the generosity of this congregation. Thank you for helping create a safe and welcoming
space for all. Donations may be made using Parking Lot envelopes (request them by
completing the gold form in your mailbox) or through Vanco on our website by selecting
the Parking Lot fund. Please Note: This is a very large project for the church and as a
Council we're doing our due diligence to ensure we serve the congregation, steward our
funds, and protect the church as a whole. If you have specific questions or concerns I'm
happy to bring them to the Council for you or you are more than welcome to join a
Council meeting.

Honor Flight - Butch Oravez is going on the Never Forgotten Honor Flight September
21st 2026. If you would like to write him a note, please do so by August 30th. You can
either mail them to Robert "Butch" Oravez Never Forgotten Honor Flight, PO Box 161,
Marathon WI, 54448 or you can give them to Pastor Maggie by Sunday August 30th.
Shhhhh - Please keep this a surprise! Don't worry Butch cannot read the bulletin. :)

Waypost is Closing — See flyers for details, located in the Narthex.
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Jan Petterson had a total hip replacement surgery and will be going to rehab after the
hospital release. If anyone would like to send a card her address is:
Jan Petterson, 409 E Grant St #10, Marshfield, WI 54449.

Do you like Texas Roadhouse? Enjoy a meal on a Sunday and earn money back to
St. John Immanuel! Bring our church bulletin, turn it into your server, and St. John
Immanuel will receive 10% back from your food sales!

Kwik Trip Gift Cards Sign-up in the Fellowship Hall or on our website! Help
support St. John Immanuel with Kwik Trip gift cards!

Live Streaming and Photography Notice. When you enter St. John Immanuel Lutheran Church, you will be entering an area
where photography, video and audio recording or live streaming may occur. If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the
back row inside the church is not within viewing distance of a camera and communion will typically be only on a wide shot
where it may be difficult to recognize congregants. Parents, please note our children’s sermons are being recorded and live
streamed. If you do not want your child to be recognized on camera, please refrain from having them participate.

Coming This Week @ St. John Immanuel August 16*" — August 23"

Today — Sunday, August 16"
9:00 a.m.  Sunday Worship
10:15 a.m. **Coffee Hour
Tuesday, August 18th
9:00 a.m. WRVC August Rostered Leaders Meeting
Sunday, August 23"
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:15 am. **Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m. Education Committee Meeting
**Donations from Coffee hour will go towards a new refrigerator in our Fellowship Hall Kitchen.
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